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The Love of- God 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


‘* That great love wherewith He loved us” 


HE seashell murmurs faintly of the deep from 
whence it came ; 
But to hear the song in all its mighty force 
We must journey to the ocean and must stand upon 
the shore, 
We must follow that soft music to its source. 


So our many daily blessings shadow forth our Father’s 
love ; 
But if we would know its fulness, deep and wide, 
We must find the mount of Calvary and view the won- 
drous cross 
Where His well-belovéd Son was crucified. 


Before finally settling your Christmas plans, either for 

home or Sunday-school, take careful note of the Christ- 

mas. suggestions in this number. page 726 is the 

announcement that was promised last week. On pages 

710 to 713, 716, 723, and in the advertising columns, 
are other unusual hints for home and school. 


# 








Walking Safely 


No one can trust God and be afraid. We are 
afraid only when we are not trusting him. If our life 
has been wholly committed to him, he guarantees our 
guidance and safety, saying to us, ‘‘ When thou goest, 
thy steps shall not be straitened ; and if thou runnest, 
thou shalt not stumble.’’- When a man &ows that 
he is safe, he is not afraid. But if we do not know 
that we are safe, after this word from God, we make 
God a liar. Even while we are in the dark as to 
what lies ahead, or as to what our duty will be to- 
morrow, we may be wholly fearless and wholly at 
peace. For we can always know our duty in the next 


immediate step,—what we ought to do during the 
next sixty seconds ; and that is enough. 


** One step thou seest—then go forward boldly, 
One step is far enough for faith to see: 
Take that, and thy next duty shall be told thee, 
For step by step thy Lord is leading thee.’’ 


x 
Wealth’s Other Name 


Many a wealthy person is not at aii well off. 
But the word ‘‘wealthy'’ comes from the word 
‘«weal,’’ and is intended to mean that when we have 
a great lot of material things, it is well with us. 
Ruskin has been quoted as saying, on the other hand, 
that wealth ought to be called illth, as being the root 
of all ills. Yet it is not wealth that really hurts any 
one; it is the love that people have for wealth that 
brings every sort of ill into their life. Not money, 
but ‘‘the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,’’ 
said God through a writer who lived before Ruskin’ s day 
(1 Tim. 6 : io); and this writer adds that some reach- 
ing out after wealth with this wrong love of it ‘‘ have 
pieced themselves through with. many  sorrows."’ 
When we substitute the love of God for the love of 
money, we can make even material wealth the means 
of all kinds of blessing. 


x 
Things That Do Not Change 


God is no better in the twentieth Christian cen- 
tury than he was in the first. And sin to-day is just 
as fatal as it was then. The Good News of God's 
cure for sin, Jesus Christ the Saviour, is unchanged. 
It cannot be improved upon, for it was perfect and 
sufficient. at. the beginning. So we face the fact, 
strangely difficult for some men to see, that the twen- 
tieth century cannot make any possible improvement 
upon the true religion of the first century; for the 
Gospel was a perfect Gospel then; and if God himself 
cannot improve upon it, much less canmen. As Dr. 


% 


F. W. Farr has said: ‘*The Great Commission does 
not bid us adapt the gospel to every century, but 
preach the gospel to every creature. The gospel of 
the first century is the dynamic of God unto salvation 
in the twentieth century.'’ The air that men breathed 
in the first century was doubtless the same kind of 
air that we are breathing to-day. Men's life depended 
upon their breathing it then, and so it does to-day. 
We do not pride ourselves upon having a better kind 
of air to-day, or better methods of drawing that air 
into our lungs. Those who pride themselves upon 
having a more modern, advanced, better religion than 
their grandfathers had, or than any earlier century 
could have, are sadly, foolishly trying to improve 
upon God's best. For God does some things in an 
absolute, final, perlected way; and his Gospel offer 
is one of these. Let us praise him that we never need 
seek for anything better than the perfect access to him 
which we have through Christ,—and which all men 
have always had since Jesus said, ‘* It is finished."’ 


x 
Wheeling the Ice 


There is no worse pride than wanting to seem to 
be humble. A college student who recognized this 
temptation said to an older Christian friend : ‘* How 
do you get away from this? I was wheeling a lot of 
ice with one of the fellows. He said, ‘Let's go by 
the road.’ ‘No,’ said I, ‘let's go across the grass.’ 
Now the reason I wanted to go across the grass 
was so that the people in the dormitory should 
see me wheeling the ice.’’ This college stu- 
dent clearly recognized that he wanted to get the 
credit for the humility of being willing to do a menial 
task. Only he was franker with himself and with his 
friend than most of us are who eagerly hope for just 


_ that sort of credit from the people who are watching 


our lives. When we are ready to let Christ deliver 
us from the selfish sin of wanting to seem humble, he 
can begin to work the miracle of accomplishing true 
humility in our otherwise self-serving lives, 
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Providing for One’s Own 


O SENSIBLE man witi a family to support has 
any trouble in admitting his obligation to pro- 
vide that family with its daily food. To make 

this provision is about all that a very large proportion 
of the world’s population manage to do, and, when 
the food is provided for the table, the mar himself is 
often exhausted. 

There is another group among the world’s workers 
that is somewhat too easily relieved of a sense of re- 
sponsibility when the family table, the family cloth- 
ing, and the family housing have been supplied. 
Many of these are men who could do much better by 
their families if they would ; much better than any 
material provision beyond the mere necessities. These 
are the men who live in a rich and thrilling world of 
manifold interests, and whose homes are nothing more 
than over-night abiding places where they may find 
comfort and a certain degree of fellowship. These 
are the men who are meeting interesting personalities 
in their offices ; who read informing magazine articles 
while they are on the train or in the street-cars ; who 
gather books, and, having read them, lay them on the 
library shelves ; they are the men whose lives are so 
rich in the incoming tide of daily experiences that if 
they were totry in the evening to outline all the not- 
able experiences of a single day the evening would 
hardly be’ long enough for such a story by the 
fireside, 

But many do not even try to do what they could in 
this respect. When they come in from the'street and 
enter into the warmth and lightof the home, the front 
door shuts their day behind them, and there in that 
family group they sit as passive and somewhat bored 


listeners to the happy talk of the children, to the 
comments of the mother, to the play of laughter, or 
the sounds of music, or to the problems that beset the 
young people in their school life; while the mind 
wanders up and down the day, and there is a life 
within the brain that never quite escapes into the at- 
mosphere of the home, These men count themselves 
good providers, and so they are, as the world counts 
provision. But the provision they make is meager 
and unsatisfying, and somewhat pitiful as compared 
with the provision they could make if they would. 

There is a real obligation resting upon the man who 
moves about in the thick of affairs to share some’ of 
his choicest experiences with those in the home. He 
is the outpost of life’s advancing columns, and unless 
he brings news from the front he is not providing for 
his boys and girls or for his busy and perhaps over- 
taxed wife. He ought to bring them home some- 
thing besides baskets of fruit or boxes of candy. He 
has treasures in nis life of which they may know little, 
and which would be, if shared with them, a great 
blessing to all. 

One reason why some men do not give much be- 
yond the providing for material needs in the home is 
an unworthy and misguided notion that because they 
do not get the strictest attention around the home 
table when they tell of the day’s experiences there is 
no interest among the members of the family in what 
the father may bring. Men who do not understand 
the real conditions in their homes often subside far 
too soon, and give up the effort to communicate ex- 
periences as a hopeless task. The fact is, however, 
that very often what father has said when he tlrought 
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no one was very much interested has been made the 
sulsject of conversation in the home for days in his 
absence, 

Perhaps no opportunity in the home is quite so 
wide open to the man of the family for profoundly 
interesting the members of the household as morning 
or evening prayer, yet this most precious and far- 
reaching time of fellowship is probably more neglected 
and ill-used than any other in the family life. Wedo 
not recognize the importance of family prayer when we 
treat the opportunity as a purely incidental and easily 
negligible factor in the day's plan, and let almost any- 
thing else interfere. At family prayers the father, if 
he will take time for preparation, may bring to his 
family as at no other time some of the fine things that 
he has heard or read: a verse of poetry that has 
helped him ; an incident illustrating the Bible passage 
that he is reading ; a truth emphasized that some one 
in the family particularly needs to know. 

The late William E. Dodge, a master of business 
enterprise and philanthropy, whose days were crowded 
with a bewildering number of duties, made it his 
practise to have an hour every morning in Lis private 
study at home for prayer and Bible reading, and then 
family prayers in the main library before he went to 
his office, which he was accustomed to reach about 
nine o’ clock, 

In a busy household in the city of Edinburgh, in 
which the writer of these words was privileged to 
spend a memorable week, the rule of the-household 
was to have family prayers in the breakfast-room after 
breakfast each morning; the several servants were 
present ; the mother played one or two hymns en the 
organ that was kept in the breakfast-room for that 
purpose, while the family and the servants joined in 
the singing, and the father led in leisurely Bible read- 
ing and prayer ; and then the members of that God- 
fearing household separated to university, or profes- 
sional, or school, or social duties for that day. At 
ten o'clock in the evening it was their custom to 
assemble and to have the servants present in the 
drawing-room.of the home, and there the father would 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


(1 Pet. 1 : 12). 
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work of our hands upon us. | 








lead in evening prayers, always bringing to the service 
a selection from a great writer of prose or poetry, 
together with the unhurried reading of a goodly por- 
tion of Scripture. The fact that this family would often 
be gathering in evening clothes after a happy social 
evening indicated yet more clearly how naturally 
their religious life controlled their other activities. 
There is a home in New York City which was 


_chosen by its prosperous occupants because of the fact 


that in that house there is a second-story front room 
large enough for prayer-meetings for the family and 
invited guests. It is conceivable that in that home 
something more than the provision for daily bread of 
a material sort has the right of way, for in the search 
for the new home that farge room was one of the chief 
conditions of acceptability. 

There is Scripture assurance that a man who will 
not provide for his own is worse ‘than an infidel. 
Some of us may solace ourselves with the reflection 
that we have escaped that charge by supplying a good 
table and the approved furniture and rugs in a mod- 
ern house for those whom we love. To some of us, 
however, there will come the lingering doubt as to 
whether, having done all this, we have done anything 
worth mentioning, if we have neglected bringing into 
that household the choicest fruits of all the wonderful 
daily experiences in the outer world through which 
God is graciously and lovingly leading us. 





Were All Angels Once Men? 


1 am very much surprised at the answer given [in Notes 
on Open Letters, December 5, 1914] as to who and what 
the angels are, and such statements as, ‘' There seems to 
be no seriptural evidence that the spirits of Christians re- 
turn to the earth until they return with Christ and are 
united with their resurrected bodies,’’ and ‘' Christians 
are not ‘angels,’ either on earth or in heaven.” 

Nowhere in the Word of God is there any account of 
God ever creating angels as such; everything else is ac- 
counted for, but no angels. But men being used as angels, 
both in the body and out of the body, are certainly both 
numerous and clear. Not every case can be identified as 
human, but a sufficient number can be to clearly show 
who they are. [‘lhere follows a discussion of the refer- 
ences to angels in Gen. 18 and 19; Heb. 13:1, 2; Wuke 
9:31; Rev. 19: 10; 22:8, 9}; passages that the writer 
quotes as evidence that ‘‘ angels’’ were men.] 

‘To have been human is necessary to prepare angels for 
their function. Jesus came to the earth and took on 
human form and experience to acquaint himself with our 
weakness and needs. He was ‘“ made perfect through 
suffering,” '* learned he obedience by sufferings,’’ ‘' being 
tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted." 
If this be necessary for Jesus, why would it not render the 
angels infinitely more efficient? Our experience not only 
refines us and qualifies us for heaven, but equips wus for 
future usefulness, ‘' The angel of the Lord encampeth round 
about"’ the saints to deliver them. Could an angel with- 
out human experience do more for us than one with such 
experience ? 

Again, can any spirits sing the song of ‘* Moses and the 
Lamb" but those who have been redeemed by the Lamb? 
1 think not.. If not, then the angels who sang to the shep- 
herds at the birth of Jesus were redeemed spirits from 
earth. He was the Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world 

Man was made ‘‘a little lower than the angels’’ (Heb. 
@:7) because angels became so cnly after redemption. 
** He took not on him the nature of angels "’ (Heb. 2 : 16), 
for it was man who must be redeemed, and the work must 
begin with him, and with that redemption his service and 
usefulness begins, never to end. 


To be, not like angels, but like the Son of God, is 
redeemed man's glorious goal. ‘‘I want to be an 
angel,’ is not the song of a Christian who Fnows the 
meaning of ‘‘ we shall be like Ats."’ 

On the other hand, the word ‘‘angel’’ means mes- 
senger, or one who makes an announcement. It is 
the same word, in a different form, that the New 
Testament uses for ‘‘tidings*’ in speaking of the 


good tidings, or gospel; and also for ‘ evangelist,"’ 
in speaking of one who carries the good tidings. 





‘« Angel’’ may, therefore, be used to refer to man, 
And it is used in the Bible to refer also to God 
himself; for frequently: ‘‘the Angel of Jehovah”’ 
means Christ, the Son of God. 

But as used in the Open Letter on ‘‘ Angels and 
Our Departed Friends,’’ and in nearly all cases in the 
Bible, ‘‘angel’’ refers to a different order of beings, 
entirely distinct from men,—different in their charac- 
teristics, in their experience, in their Service, in their 
being, and in their relation to God, They are like 
man in that they are created beings. Scripture defi- 
nitely testifies to the creation of angels,—of Satan 
and his hosts of fallen angels, and also of angels who 
have never sinned. ‘For in him [Christ] were all 
things created, in the heavens and upon the earth, 
things visible and things invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or powers; all things 
have been created through him, and unto him"’ (Col. 
3 86). 

pas are for the present greater than man in 
power and might: ‘‘ Whereas angels, though greater 
in might and power, bring not a railing judgment 
against them before the Lord’’ (2 Pet. 2:11). Jesus 
was made for a little while lower than the angels 
(Heb. 2:9). The angels that sinned God spared 
not, ‘‘ but cast them down to hell, and committed 
them to pite of darkness, to be reserved unto judg- 
ment"’ (2 Pet. 2: 4). No Saviour was provided for 
the angels: ‘ For verily not of angels doth he take 
hold, but he taketh hold of the seed of Abraham’”’ 
(Heb. 2 : 16). The service that angels render to men 
does not require that they be men, or suffer as men ; 
but it was necessary that our great High Priest should 
‘*in all things be made like unto his brethren,”’ that 
he might ‘‘ make propitiation for the sins’’; he must 
partake of flesh and blood—and death, ‘‘ that through 
death he might bring to nought him that hath the 
power of death, that is, the devil’’; hé-must be made 
complete through suffering, and learn temptation, 
that he might succor his brethren (Heb. 2°: 9-18). 
That work does not belong to angels. 

Not unto angels did God subject the world to come, 
but to man,—to the man Christ Jesus and his breth- 
ren, his Body (Heb. 2: 5-8). Angels are ‘‘all min- 
istering spirits, sent forth to do service for the sake of 
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them that shall inherit salvation”’ (Heb. 1: 14). But 
that salvation is a great mystery to the angels, and 
they ‘‘desire to Jook into’’ it and learn what it means 
It ‘s through redeemed man that the 
angels, ‘*the principalities and the powers in the 
heavenly places,"’ are to know ‘‘ the manifold wisdom 
of God’’ (Eph. 3 : 10). 
a 


What Shall We Give Our 
Sunday-School for Christmas? 


It has always been the custom in our Sunday-school 
to give the scholars presents at Christmas, and we intend 
te carry out this plan this year: I am a member of the 
committee to buy the presents and should like advice 
from you. 

Our Sunday-school numbers about 180, but of this 
number only about 100 will receive presents. ‘The gifts 
may not average more than twenty cents each, and they 
ought to be something useful. ‘The ages of the children 
who are to receive them range from four to sixteen. In the 

st the boys have been receiving knives, books, pocket- 

ks, etc. ; and the girls, books, pictures, toilet sets, and 
the like. From this you will get an idea of what we are 
looking for, and any tT on your part will be 
greaily appreciated. — AN ILLINOIS FRIEND AND 

EADER. 


The Editor would like to have this Sunday-schoot 
try a new experiment for the 1915 Christmas and then 
report to the rest of The Sunday School Times family 
how the experiment worked. 

Instead of giving the twenty-cent gifts, even such 
attractive and prized gifts as carefully Chosen books, 
let the children have the privilege of receiving no 
tangible gifts from the school, and instead giving 
White Gifts to the King. 

It is difficult for grown folks who have not seen this 
tried, to realize that children will be happier at the 
Sunday-school Christmas anniversary if they receive 
nothing from the school, not even candy and oranges, 
but have the opportunity to give to those in great 
need. Hundreds of Sunday-schools, which in fear 
and trembling abandoned the old plan of receiving 
gifts, now know that the new way not only makes the 
needy receivers happy, but makes the Sunday-school 
members happy with a new joy that the old way 
never brought. 

The school whose experience with ‘‘ White Gifts 
for the King’’ is told on page 723 of this issue re- 
quested the teachers ‘‘to give no presents whatever 
to their pupils, either openly at church or by sending 
them to the homes.’’ And the pupils like it better | 

The new ‘‘White Gifts’’ plan is far more than an 
ordinary ‘‘Christmas giving plan.’’ If you are not 
familiar with it send 25 cents to The Sunday School 
Times for the White Gifts outfit, containing the 
famous little book, ‘‘ White Gifts for the King,’’ a 
copy of the Christmas service, and leaflets giving full 
information on how to use the plan in your school. 

This year above all years in the past calls for the 
Sunday-schools of Christian America to pour out their 
Christmas gifts to those who are feeling that all that 
the word ‘‘Christmas’’ stands for has been blotted 
out of the earth, Besure to read the almost unbe- 
lievable story on the facing page and see if your 
school, when it knows such facts, will be willing to 
do anything but give to the world’s great need. 


Z-— 
A Disappointment Explained 


Your statement in a Lesson Pilot in ‘The Sunday School 
Times in an early October issue, requesting Sunday-school 
teachers to write me and obtain free (one for every mem- 
ber of their classes) the booklet by James H. McConkey, 

** Believing is Seeing.’’ has brought a flood of letters 

and exhausted our stock. The unprecedented demand 

has left us with a great lot of orders unfilled and with the 
prospect of more to come.—FRED KELKER, HARRIS- 

BURG, PA. 

So writes, in part, the publisher of Mr. McConkey’s 
pamphlets and of other equally blessed literature for 
free distribution. His letter will explain to perhaps 
many readers the disappointment they must have felt 
in failing to receive the booklet they had asked for at 
the Editor's suggestion. And the Editor, in turn, has 
apologized to his valued friend Mr. Kelker for 
‘swamping’ him in this way. The literature distri- 
bution that Mr. Kelker directs is a service for the 
Lord that has been marvelously blessed. The fund 
for the distribution of this literature is made up en- 
tirely by voluntary offerings ; the publications are 
never soid, but are given away free, upon request, as 
the Lord makes it possible by providing the means 
through those whom He moves to contribute. Con- 
spicuous among these publications is the now world- 
famous. book, ‘‘The Threefold Secret of the. Holy 
Spirit,"” by McConkey, through which a host of 
Christians have been led out into the surrendered and 
victorious life. 
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When 5,000 Armenians Dared to Defy the Turk 


An Armenian pastor’s amazing story of the banishment of 7,000 from Zeitoun, where his church 
was, and of what happened to his home village and its five neighbors 








" O ANY English, American, French, Italian or 
Russian admiral, captain, or authority whom 
this petition may find, we appeal in the name 

of God and human brotherhood. 

*« We, the people of six Armenian villages, about 
5,000 souls in all, have withdrawn to that part of 
Mousa Dagh, called Damlajik, which is three hours’ 
journey northwest from Suediye along the seacoast. 

‘« We have taken refuge here from Turkish barbar- 
ism and torture, and most of all from the outraging of 
the honor of our women. 

‘¢Sir, you must have heard about the policy of an- 
nihilation which the Turks are applying to our nation. 
Under cover of dispersing the Armenians as if to avoid 
rebellion, our people are expelled from their houses, 
deprived of their gardens, their vineyards, and all 
their possessions. 

‘¢ This brutal program has already been applied to 
the city of Zeitoun and its thirty-two villages, to 
Albustan, Geoksun, Yarpouz, Gurin, Diarbekir, 
Adana, Tarsus, Mersin, Deort Yol, Hadjin, etc. 
And the same policy is being extended to all the 
one and a half million Armenians in differents parts 
of Turkey. 

‘«The present writer was the Protestant pastor in 
Zeitoun a few months ago, and was an eyewitness of 
many unspeakable cruelties. I saw families of eight 
or ten members driven along the highway, barefooted 
children six and seven years old by the side of aged 
grandparents, hungry and thirsty, their feet swollen 
from the toilsome journey. Along the road one heard 
sobs and curses and prayers. Under the pressure of 

reat fear, some mothers gave birth to children in, the 

Coches by the side of the road. Immediately after- 

ward they were compelled by the Turkish guards to 

continue their journey till kind death arrived to give 
an end to their torture. 

«The remainder of the people who were strong 
enough to bear the hardships of the march were driven 
on under the whips of gendarmes to the plains of the 
south. Some died of hunger. Others were robbed 
along the way. Others were stricken by malaria and 
had to be left by the roadside. And as a last act of 
this dark and foul tragedy the Arabs and Turks mas- 
sacred all the males and distributed the widows and 
gitls among their tribes. 

‘¢The government some forty days ago informed 
us that our six villages must go into exile. Rather 
than submit to this we withdrew to this mountain. 
We have now little food left, and the troops are be- 
sieging us. We have had five fierce battles. God 
has given us the victory, but the next time we will 
have to withstand a much larger force. 

‘«Sir, we appeal to you in the name of Christ! 

‘¢ Transport us, we pray you, to Cyprus or any 
other free land. Our people are not indolent; we 
will earn our own bread if we are employed. 

‘«If this is too much to grant, transport at least our 
women, old people and children, equip us with suffi- 
cient arms, ammunition and food, and we will work 
with you with all our might against the Turkish forces. 
Please, Sir, do not wait until it is too late! 

‘* Respectfully your servant, for all the Christians 
here, 


‘* September 2. DIKRAN ANDREASIAN,”’ 


What Three Swimmers Looked For 

Three strong swimmers, each with a copy of this 
appeal, kept anxious watch for a friendly ship on the 
rocky coast of the Mediterranean Sea, very near to 
the point where’ Paul and Barnabas embarked for 
Cyprus on that first great trip to evangelize the world. 
The appeal had been written by an Armenian pastor, 
who, early in the spring of this year, was serving his 
Armenian Protestant church in Zeitoun, and taking 
care of the mission orphanage in that city. Zeitoun 
is situated in the heart of the Taurus Mountains, sur- 
rounded by many villages where Armenian Christians 
dwell. Zeitoun was a city of seven thousand inhabi- 
tants. All of these were Armenians, and that tells 
why it must be written that Zeitoun was. 

The disaster that is worse than massacre followed 
swiftly upon the first threats of the Turkish govern- 
ment. The Armenian monastery was stormed, and 
when the young men: who stoutlydetended the build- 
ing drove off the Turks, fieldyartifiery was brought up 


Do not read the end of this true story, which is 

stranger and more thrilling than fiction, until you 

have read every word that goes before. But hav- 

ing come to the end, do not fail to read the word 

that follows. The story comes out of the bleeding . 
heart of dying Armenia. 








and the monastery taken, Then day after day vari- 
ous quarters of the city were stripped of the inhabi- 
tants until but a single neighborhood remained. 
Finally Mr. Andreasian was summoned by the com- 
manding officer and ordered to depart with his wife 
and the children in the orphanage. 

‘*As we were leaving,’’ he writes, ‘‘I looked back 
with an aching heart and saw our beloved church 
empty and lonely. The last company of our seven 
thousand people was streaming down the valley into 
banishment! We had seen massacres, but we had 
never seen this before! A massacre at least ends 
quickly, but this prolonged anguish of soul is almost 
beyond endurance.”’ 

The pastor's heart was torn between the desire to 
share banishment with some fragment of his congre- 
gation and the desire to take his wife to a place of 
comparative safety in his father's home in the village 
of Yoghonolook. The American missionaries secured 
from the governor a permit for his wife and himself 
to return, and this order he had to obey while his 
thousands of desolate fellow-countrymen were on their 
way to the Mesopotamian plains suffering the fate that 
hundreds of thousands to-day are finding worse than 
massacre, 

Exhausted and forlorn, the pastor, his wife, and the 
orphan children, reached the home village near the 
seacoast and prepared to settle in the quiet of the 
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A dozen miles from Antioch, where they were first called 
Christians, near the very spot where Paul and Barnabas 
embarked on their first trip to evangelize the world, occurred 
the thrilling experiences of these Armenian descendants of 
early Christians. Stephen van Renssalaer Trowbridge, 
Secretary for ‘the Moslem field of the World's Sunday 
School Association, sent this sketch map from Cairo. Mr. 
Trowbridge,’ who was formerly a missionary in Central 
Turkey, has carefully. verified the facts of this startling story, 
and has translated the Armenian pastor's narrative, part of 
which is given in his own words on these pages. 


beautiful village life there, ‘‘where every home is 
surrounded by mulberry trees, and many beautiful 
orchards cover the terraced slopes toward the south 
and west.’’ Yoghonolook is one of six villages 
that nestle in the foothills of Mousa Dagh,—Mount 
Moses. Here the Armenians have lived their simple 
life, loving their churches, and attending the schools 
that have been opened by the American missionaries, 
where most of their children have learned to read. 

Twelve days after Pastor Andreasian reached home 
there came an order from the Turkish Government at 
Antioch, twelve miles away,—from Antioch, where 
they were first called ‘‘Christians’’—an order that 
the six villages of Mousa Dagh were to prepare for 
banishment within eight days. The indignation and 
consternation were indescribable. All night they sat 
debating what to do. 

Though resistance to the Turkish forces seemed 
hopeless, yet the scattering of families into a wilder- 
ness raided by fanatical and lawless Arab tribes was 
such an appalling prospect that the determination 
was made to resist the order to the utmost, This is 
the one ‘‘crime,’’ as William T. Ellis has pointed 
out, that the Turkish government can truthfully ac- 
cuse the Armenians of. 


Six Villages at Bay on a Mountain 

The pastor in one of the villages came to the con- 
viction that it would be folly to resist. Sixty families 
from his own village and a considerable number 
from the next village agreed with him, and together 
they went to Antioch under Turkish guard, with the 
hope that the severity of banishment might be modi- 
fied. They were started toward the lower Euphrates, 
and all trace of them has been lost. 

What of those who voted to resist? Let Dikran 
Andreasin tell in his own words the story of what fol- 
lowed, which rivals anything written in the pages of 
history in the thrilling heroism of the men who were 
protecting home and loved ones and in the appeal 
that it makes to the heart of Christendom. 


Knowing that it would be impossible to defend our 
villages in the foothills, it was resolved to withdraw 
to the heights of Mousa Dagh, taking with us as large 
a supply of food and implements as it was possible 
to carry. All the flocks of sheep and goats were also 
driven up the mountain-side, and every available 
weapon of defense was brought out and furbished 
up. We found that we had a hundred and twenty 
modern rifles and shot-guns, with perhaps three times 
that number of old flint-locks and horse-pistols. That 
still left more than half our men without weapons. 

It was very hard to leave our homes. My mother 
wept as if her heart would break. But we had hopes 
that possibly while we were fighting off the Turks, 
the Dardanelles might be forced and deliverance 
come to the country. 

By nightfall the first day we had reached the 
upper crags of the mountain. As we were preparing 
to camp and to cook the evening meal, a pouring 
rain set in and continued all night. For this we were 
ill prepared. There had not been time to make huts 
of branches, nor had we any tents or waterproof 
clothing. Men, women, and children, somewhat over 
five thousand in all, were soaked to the skin, and 
much of the bread we had brought with us was turned 
into a pulpy mass. We were especially solicitous to 
keep our powder and rifles dry. This the men man- 
aged to do very well. 

At dawn next morning all hands went to work 
digging trenches at the most strategic points in the 
ascent of the mountain. Where there was no earth 
for trench-digging, rocks were rolled together, mak- 
ing strong barricades behind which groups of our 
sharpshooters were stationed. The sun came out 
gloriously, and we were hard at it all day strengthen- 
ing our position against the attack which we knew 
was certain to come. 

Toward evening we held a mass meeting for the 
election of a Committee of Defense which should 
have supreme authority for our six communities. 
Some favored an election by show of hands, but 
others argued that as this was a matter of such vital 
importance the regular Congregational method of 
choice by secret ballot should be followed. And they 
offered to get together enough bits of paper to carry 
out the ballot! Our people have become very much 
attached to these democratic methods taught by the 
missionaries. _ Without much delay scraps of paper, 
more or less torn and wet, were gathered and the 
ballot was cast. A governing council thus being 
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established, plans were at once made for defending 
each pass in the mountain and each approach to the 
camp. Scouts, messengers, and a central reserve 
group of sharpshooters were chosen and were as- 
signed their duties. 

he summons from the government had been 
served fuly 13. ‘The eight days’ grace had now 
almost elapsed, and we were aware that the Turks 
must have discovered our movements. 


Could the Deadly Field Gun Be Silenced ? 

On July 21 the attack began, ‘The advance guard 
was two hundred regulars, and their captain inso- 
lently boasted that he would clear the mountain in 
one day. But the Turks suffered several casualties 
and were driven back to the base. When they ad- 
vanced for a more general attack, they dragged up a 
field gun which, after some experimentation, secured 
the range and wrought havoc in ourcamp. One of 
our sharpshooters, a lion-hearted young fellow, or 
down through the brushwood and among the rocks 
until he was in very close range of the field gun, 
which was mounted on a flat rock. Having made 
himself an ambush of branches, he watched fora 
good opportunity, He was so near that he could 
hear the ‘Turks talking to one another as they loaded 
the gun, Then, as one gunner stepped out into 
view, the young man picked him off with the first 
shot. With five bullets he killed four gunners ! ‘The 
captain thereupon threw up his hands in dismay, 
and not being able to discern our sharpshooter, or 
dered the gun to be dragged to a place of shelter. 
Thus were we saved from a disastrous gun-fire on 
that day and several days to come. 

But the Turks were gathering forces for a massed 
attack. They had sent word through many Moslem 
villages calling the people toarms. Army rifles and 
plentiful ammunition were handed out from the An- 
tioch arsenal, until the mob of four thousand Mos- 
lems thirsting for massacre became a formidable foe. 
But the chief strength of the ‘Turks was in the three 
thousand regular troops accustomed to discipline. 

Suddenly one morning our scouts brought word to 
headquarters that the enemy was appearing at every 
pass in the mountain. Here and there the Turks 
had already gained the cliffs and shoulders of the 
crest. Our reserve body of defenders was— ver 
unwisely, as we afterward realized—sent in small 

roups to these various points. No sooner had our 
orces been thus divided than a massed attack in 
great force commenced through one ravine. All the 
other advances had been feints, and were not fol- 

. lowed up. By the time our men discovered the situ- 
ation, and rallied from distant points, the Turks had 
shot down our scouts and had poured through an im- 
portant pass. To our dismay we saw them already 
in full occupation of high ground, threatening our 
camp. Reinforcements kept pushing up the moun- 
tain, and as the afternoon drew on we saw that we 
were completely outnumbered. We saw alsothat the 
range of the Turks’ rifles was far superior to that of 
our old-fashioned firearms. By sundown the enemy 
had advanced three companies through the dense 
underbrush and forest to within four hundred yards 
of our huts, A deep, damp ravine ay between, and 
the Turks decided to bivouac rather than to push on 
in the darkness, 


A Surprise Night Attack 

Our leaders hurriedly took counsel together, whis- 
pering very quietly and not allowing any light in 
camp. Every one knew that a crisis had been 
reached. Finally a venturesome plan was adopted : 
to creep around the Turkish positions in the dead of 
night and thus carry out an enveloping movemept, 
closing in very suddenly with a fusillade, and end- 
ing with a hand to hand encounter. If this plan 
should fail, we knew that everything was lost. 
‘Through the dark, wet woods our men crept with 
extraordinary skill. It was here that our familiarity 
with those crags and thickets made it possible to do 
what invaders could not attempt. The circle was 
practically completed when, with a flash and a crash 
on all sides, our men delivered their attack, rushing 
forward with desperate courage. 

In a very few moments it was evident that bewil- 
derment and alarm had thrown the Turkish camp 
into the utmost confusion. Troops were rushing 
hitber and thither in the black night, stumbling over 
rocks and logs, officers shouting contradictory com- 
mands and struggling vainly to rally their men. 
Evidently the impression was given of a very sub- 
stantial Armenian attack, because in less than half 
an hour the Turkish colonel gave the order to retreat, 
and before dawn the woods were practically clear of 
the troops. More than two hundred Turks had been 
killed and some booty taken: seven Mauser rifles, 
2,500 rounds of ammunition and one mule. There 
was no sign of any renewal of fighting. But we 
knew that our foes were not defeated. 

During the next few days they roused the whole 
Mohammedan population for many miles around—a 
horde of perhaps 15,000. With this larger number 
they were able to surround and lay siege to Mouse 
Dagh on the landward side. Their plan was to 
starve us out. On the seaward side there was no 
harbor nor any communication with a seaport; the 
mountain sloped directly into the sea. We were fully 
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occupied in the care of our wounded and the repara- 
tion of the damage done in camp. Special meetings 
were held to thank God for deliverance thus far, and 
to intercede with him for our families and little ones. 
Gregorians and Protestants were fused into one 
faith and fellowship by this baptism of suffering. 


In the midst of this distress, Pastor Andreasian’s 
wife gave birth to a little son, their first-born. The 
mother suffered much in the days that followed. 

The mountain was now in a state of siege, and 
when they took account of the flocks, which furnished 
their only sustenance, they discovered that even with 
a reduced ration of meat the supply would last not 
longer than two weeks, The only hope that seemed 
left was an escape by sea. A runner had already 
been sent to make a dangerous trip of eighty-five 
miles through Turkish villages to Aleppo, with an 
appeal to the American consul to send help by sea, 
The runner probably never reached Aleppo, Another 
young man who was a strong swimmer crept through 
the Turkish line, with a message in English strapped 
inside his belt, with the hope that he might swim out 
to a battleship of the Allies if he found one in Alex- 
andretta harbor, thirty-five miles tothenorth. Finally 
the appeal that was printed at the beginniny of this 
article was prepared and the three swimmers watched 
for a passing ship. Days passed and not even a sail 
was seen, ; 

Meanwhile the pastor had the women make two 
immense flags, on one of which he printed in large 
clear English : ‘‘ CHRISTIANS IN DISTRESS : RESCUE."" 
The other was a white flag with a large red cross at 
the center. ‘hese flags were fastened to tall saplings, 
and a watch was set near by from dawn to dark. 

The attacks of the Turks continued, and powder and 
cartridges were running low. On Sunday morning, 
the fifty-third day of the defense, Pastor Andreasian 
was preparing a brief sermon to encourage and 
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strengthen the people. He suddenly stopped as he 
heard the shouting of a man who came racing throug 
the encampment straight for his hut, 

**Pastor! Pastor!'’ he cried, ‘‘A battleship is 
coming and has answered our waving! Thank God! 
Our prayers are heard. When we waved the Red 
Cross flag the battleship answered by waving signal 
flags. They see us and are coming in nearer shore !"* 


A Wireless to the French Admiral 

Some of the young men raced to the shore and were 
soon swimming out to the stately vessel, which proved 
to be the French Guichen. With beating hearts 
others hurried down to the beach, and a delegation 
was sent to the captain to tell of the situation. A 
wireless was sent to the admiral of the fleet, and be- 
fore long the flagship Ste. Jeanne d’ Arc appeared on 
the horizon, followed by other French battleships, The 
admiral spoke words of comfort and cheer to the dis- 
tressed people, and gave an order that every soul of 
the community should be taken on board the ships. 
An English cruiser was invited to take part in the 
transportation to Port Said, Egypt. Four French 
cruisers and one English took on board the men, 
women, and children, numbering in all somewhat 
over four thousand, 

It was July 13 when the Turks’ first challenge was 
sent to the villages. The defense on Mousa Dagh 
lasted fifty-three days, anda two-days’ voyage brought 
the Armenians to Port Said on September 14. They 
are now settled there in a permanent camp which 
has been provided by the British authorities. 

Pastor Andreasian is giving thanks not only for this 
marvelous rescue of the whole community, but also 
that his wife and their new-born baby are both in good 
health. He closes his account ‘‘ With greetings to 
American, British, French and Armenian friends, in 
the Name of Christ, under the shadow of Whose Red 
Cross we are indeed one people."’ 


Now What Can We of The Sunday School Times Do ? 





HE first news of the wonderful rescue of these 
Armenians was received October 5 by the 
American Board in a cablegram sent’ from 

Cairo, Egypt, by Mr.-Stephen Trowbridge.'' Mr. 
Trowbridge is the Secretary in the Moslem fields of 
the World's Sunday School Association, and was for- 
merly missionary in Central Turkey under the Ameri- 
can Board, The cablegram gave the barest details 
of the situation, and the brief mention that got into 
the newspapers gave no hint of the marvelous story that 
lay back of the rescue of these Armenians by the 
French warships. 

Dr. James L. Barton, Secretary of the American 
Board, received on November 6 the full story from 
Mr. Trowbridge, including the copies of Pastor An- 
dreasian’s complete story, which is translated by Mr. 
Trowbridge and is issued free by the Nile Mission 
Press, 37 Sharia Manakh, Cairo, Egypt. The pam- 
phlet is entitled «*A Red Cross Flag that Saved Four 
Thousand.’’ An accurate census has been taken of 
the Armenian refugees at Port Said (among whom are 
four mission congregations), and the census shows 
that the survivors number : 


427 babies and children under 4 years of age. 
508 girls from 4 to 14. : 
628 boys from 4 to 14. 

1,441 women above 14 years of age. 

1,054 men above 14. 


4,058, total number of souls rescued. 


Mr. Trowbridge’s letter to Dr. Barton gives fur- 
ther particulars about the situation of the rescued 
Armenians, and a portion of his letter follows : 


I am sorry I could not send you the narrative 
sooner, but it is not a simple matter to get a full and 
reliable story after such a heart-breaking experience 
as these mountaineers have been through. 


An Armenian Red Cross Society has been formed. : 


Already considerable clothing and a supply of sim- 
ple kitchen utensils has been sent from Cairo by the 
Armenians. Three Armenian doctors and three 
nurses are at work among the sick at Port Said. And 
I think all the immediate expenses of this staff will 
be met by the Armenians at Cairo. 

But there are many very pressing needs, such.as 
milk and proper food for over four hundred very 
small children and a large number -of all ages who 
are sick and exhausted. Bedding and winter cloth- 
ing must be provided, and some implements _pur- 
chased for setting all these people to work. There 
are no factories or shops where labor is needed. So 
our committees must work out a plan. 

An American Relief Committee has been formed 
with Dr. Frank H. Henry as chairman. , Dr..Henry 
is president of the Cairo Y. M. C. A., and is:the lead- 


ing dentist of the city. Dr. John Giffen, the treas- 
urer, is treasurer of the Station of the American 
Mission in Egypt (United Presbyterian). 


- 4 [have been asked to serve-.as ‘secretary, and I am 


going to Port Said this Saturday. 

The War Department in Egypt has very gener- 
ously given the Armenian refugees an excellently 
situated camp at Port Said, with tents, and for the 
present at least a regular ration of food for the entire 
community. 

I will send you just as full reports of the relief work 
as possible. 


A later letter from Mr. Trowbridge contains addi- 
tional interesting details: 

Although friends in Cairo are working energeti- 
cally on their behalf, there are so many Red Cross 
needs and such thousands of wounded to be cared for 
among the British troops that we cannot make any 
general appeal here, and the Armenian community 
in Cairo is small. 

In many respects the people are in real distress. 
Their clothes are rags and tatters, and they have 
nothing suitable for the colder weather which is now 
coming on. Near the seashore at Port Said they will 
be more exposed than they would be in Cairo.... 

In making their escape the people lost everything, 
For example, when their ration is given tothem they 
have neither plates nor spoons with which to eat it; 
and many are so exhausted from the awful experi- 
ences of the past months that they will need medical 
care for weeks to come. 


How can The Sunday School Times family share in 
this urgent work of relief? Many schools may want 
to turn a portion of their ‘* White Gifts to the King”’ 
into this channel, And Christinas gifts will find no 
more grateful receivers than these men and women 
and children who have experienced so deeply what 
man’s hate can do, and are now tasting the fruits of 
love. The call is peculiarly to American Sunday- 
schools, coming as it does from the Secretary in 
Egypt of the World’s Association, Mr. Stephen Trow- 
bridge, who is also secretary of the relief committee. 

The United Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, 
which conducts the American Mission in Egypt, has 
kindly consented to forward through its American 
treasurer any funds The Sundzy School Times wishes 
to send to the Armenian Relief Committee. This 
makes it possible not only to send money gifts without 
cost, but each dollar is actually worth a little more when 
it reaches Egypt. Necessaries can be purchased on 
the ground with less cost and trouble, and this makes 
money gifts desirable. 

Send contributions to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, marked for, Spe- 
cial Armenian Relief in Egypt. 
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) The Christmas Adventures of Her Five Girls 


Miss Wilson upsets the Christmas plans of her class and some surprises follow 





By Marjorie Huntoon Morrill 





ONGUES, fingers, and needles flew energetically, 
when in the midst of it all the door-bell rang. 
Marguerite peeped cautiously out of the window. 

*«It's Miss Wilson, girls !'’ she whispered. 

‘There was a moment of scranibling ; then their 
Sunday-school teacher walked into the room. 

««’ Day, girls !"’ she said, holding out her hands to 
the crackling blaze. ‘‘Isn’t this great Christmas 
weather ?’’ She smiled at the five figures lounging 
or sitting in attitudes of suspiciously elaborate ease. 
Mayme, on the davenport, had her arm about a plump 
pillow, behind which a partly-made bunch of pink 
satin roses was in danger of being crushed. Vera, 
with great presence of mind, had tucked her apron 
safely behind the cushions of the Morris chair, all 
forgetful of the rope of colored silks about her neck. 
The floor and table were littered with scraps of silk 
and bits of floss, thimbles, and thread, yet each girl 
sat with empty, idle hands. 

Their teacher smiled lovingly. ‘* Have I come 
into Santa's workshop without a bid?’’ she asked. 
‘«Please forgive me if I have. I'm making my 
Christmas plans, ‘too, and that's why I’m here. I 
want you to help me if you will.’’ 

‘*Is it the Christmas baskets ?'’ asked Vera. 

‘Not just at this moment. It's something else, 
and you may not like it. If you don’t we'll not do 
it, although I'd like very much to try it out this year. 
You know every year you give me such lovely things, 
and I really feel selfish about having so many when 
there are those who have none. I love the things you 
give me, dears, and I was wondering—"’ 


M*$ Wilson paused, looking into the faces of her 
listeners, the tears close to her fine eyes. 
‘¢ You'll not be angry or hurt at what I'm go- 

ing to say ?’’ she asked. toy 

Marguerite perched herself on the arm of her 
teacher's chair, put an arm affectionately about her 
shoulders, and answered for the class. 

««No, dear goose, we'll not be angry at anything 
you can say. And I, for one, agree to agree to your 
plan before I know what it is, because I know it will 
be something that is kind and good. All those in 
favor say ‘Aye!’”’ 

Miss Wilson held up her hand quickly. ‘* Please !’’ 
she said, ‘ wait till you hear it. You know we give 
the six baskets of dinners each year, and that is all we 
do except for those from whom we receive gifts. Now 
for this year why can’t we give the things we have for 
each other to those who will have little or no Christ- 


mas? Ihave an idea that there are others beside’ 


myself who like pretty and Christmasy things—people 
who want pretty things in spite of the fact that they 
may need things to wear or eat. Did you ever get 
something ‘useful’ when you wanted something 
you loved? I remember one year an aunt of mine 
had been through France and Italy and sent me a 
wool petticoat when J had dreamed of mosaic pins 
and real lace.’’ 

The girls were quiet for a moment, then Nelly said, 
‘But, Miss Wilson, we have started—’’ 

‘*So have I, dear, and I know the things you are 
makingare just lovely. But don’t you know of some 
one who has little and who would love the gifts you 
have for me? If each of you give me a gift and I 
give you each one, that means six people havea little 
added to their much. Can’t we broaden out and 
make ten people happier? I love my girls dearly, as 
I think you know, and I know that you love me. Do 
we really need to exchange gifts to prove it ?’’ 

Marguerite sighed ambiguously. ‘I'll stick,’’ she 
said, pulling her work out of its hiding-place. ‘*What 
washerwoman needs an embroidered hand-bag ?"' 


HRISTMAS, with all its hustle and gaiety, had 
gone on into the past to join the nineteen hun- 
dred odd other Christmases in the land behind 

us. Miss Wilson and her five girls were again to- 
gether. Their faces were bright with expressions of 
satisfaction and happiness. 

‘*] had never dreamed that grandmother had any 
interest in my fancy-work,'’ Vera was saying. ‘‘She 
always turned her nose up when she found me at. it 
and made some remark about spending my time in a 
more profitable way. I thought she was a sharp- 


tongued, unkind old woman, and all the time she was 
just trying to hide her hurt. I never knew what a dear 
grandmother I had until Miss Wilson's plan showed 
her to me.”’ 

‘*Did_ you give that frivolous little apron to your 
grandmother ?"’ cried Bea. ‘* Why, it’s little more 
than a dainty patch compared to the great white ones 
she wears."’ 

‘*I did give it to her and she loves it, and after 
this I'm going to make for her every year something 
as ridiculously young and giddy as I can think of."’ 
She wiped her eyes and smiled defiantly at her 
friends. 

‘*Will you tell us about it?’’ Miss Wilson asked 
softly. 


‘¢ [ PUT it on our tree all tied with holly and red 
ribbon. She opened it up and I was watch- 
ing her. When she saw what it was her old 

face lighted up as though the sun were shining behind 

it, and then grew sad and hard again. 

‘«*«Here, Vera,’ she said, ‘you've mixed your 
cards. Wio do you intend this foolishness for ?’ 

‘««I'm sorry you don’t like it,’ I told her, ‘but I 
meant it for you.’ 

‘*I felt pretty sorry for myself. It was the end of 
the plan, I thought. Next year Miss Wilson will let 
us give her what we want to. Then I looked at 
grandmother again. The sun was behind her face 
and the tears were on it, and between them both 
there was a wonderful, glorified rainbow. She came 
over and kissed me, and whispered, ‘How did you 
know I wanted it? , I'm sorry I was cross.’ Then I 
ran away to my room and prayed the Lord to forgive 
me for giving her cashmere stockings last year !"’ 

The fire crackled merrily, but no other sound was 
heard, as six pairs of eyes grew dim over the picture 
of a dear old face smiling over a silly wisp of lace 
and linen. 

‘*Mayme, what did you do with your roses?’’ 
some one asked, 

‘*Gave them to Mattie Quay.”’ 

Again there was silence in the room while the group 
tried to imagine poor, stupid Mattie, of questionable 
character and drunken parents, possessing a bunch of 
pink satin roses. 

‘*She did not say ‘thanks’ because she did not 
know where they came from, but mother was there 
with some things for them, and she found the roses in 
a vase on the shelf and the whole place looking re- 
markably clean. Mrs, Quay said that a friend of Mat- 
tie’s had given them to her and that some day she was 
going to have a muff to wear them on! I gave them 
to her because she was the least suitable person I could 
think of.’ 


" OT as unsuitable as might be, dear,’’ said Miss 
Wilson, ‘* Mattie came to me the other day 
and asked me to get her some washings to do. 

I had offered to do that many times but she did not 

seem to want to do anything even to make herself more 

comfortable. She needed clothes, she said, and she 
wanted to earn some money. I have hope of Mattie 
yet. .A few roses make a lot of difference sometimes.’ 

Nellie; was facing the fire, but the glow on her face 
was from. more than the fire’s heat. 

‘* The most wonderful thing has happened to me !’’ 
she said.. ‘*Something that makes me feel like say- 
ing my prayers every time think of it. The plan has 
worked beautifully. in my case. Here is proof of the 
pudding,’’ she: added in seeming irrelevance, holding 
up a letter so all could see the address, ‘‘ To the One 
Who Sent'the Irish Lace.’’ 

‘* Here is the letter in part: 


My friends are as poor asI and for this vear at 
least there is no money even for gifts of the most sim- 
ple sort. Of course the teachers on the Islands re- 
meniber each other but it is the box from home that 
counts the most with us who spell that word with 
very big letters. 

The other teachers were unpacking boxes and pack- 
ages amid such a chattering and excitement and 
medley of laughter and tears. Little Miss -Smith’s 
mother sent her beautiful gloves—wool ones! Dear 
old Mrs. Smith! She cannot understand that it can 
be hot any place at Christmas time, even here in the 
Philippines. Miss Nichols had a glass of jelly in one 
haud and a lovely bit of embroidery in the other, 


and was dancing a jig among the papers, ribbons, 
and holly. Every one had friends at home but me. 
It was dreadful ! 

Oh, no one knew how I was feeling. The person 
is pretty small who will spoil another's happiness 
because they are not having it. I laughed with the 
happiest and danced with the craziest, and all the 
while I was saying inside of me, ‘‘ No one cares—no 
one cares !” 

Just then a boy came with a box for me. I took it 
off to my room. ‘If it were only a joke—one of those 
sneaking little jokes that some people delight in, I 
think I would have found out that person if I had te 
scour every one of the two thousand islands, and 
when I had found him I would have killed him ! 

But it wasn’t a joke. As soon as I had removed 
the first board I knew it wasn’t, for I could smell 
Christmas ! Right on top was an armful of fragrant 
northern pine. How did youever think of that won- 
derful thing? I will not tell you how I acted over 
that bit of green; it was too foolish. 

Under the green was a great box of candy, and 
the great-grandmother of all fruit-cakes. How good 
it made me feel! It was just what the other girls 
had from their homes. I felt as though I belonged a 
little bit, too. 

Tucked into a corner was a dainty little package. 
I sat for a long time with it in my hands and 
dreamed over it. There was a world full of possi- 
bilities in that little parcel, and until I opened it I 
could enjoy the whole world full. But even with all 
my dreaming I had not thought of a thing so lovely 
as what I found. 

Such dainty little stitches! I looked and looked 
and saw wonderful things in that bit of lace—things 
I doubt you know you put there. I saw a lovely, 
happy home, kind faces, an open fire, a lamp on the 
table, and a bright, flashing needle performing a 
miracle with a bit of thread. I saw love there, too; 
a love that was big enough to overreach those about 
the fire, and even come to me so far away from it all. 
I do not know who you are, but oh, I love you back ! 
It is great to know that somewhere in the world is 
some one who cares. My dear, whoever you are, I 
hope you will never know what it is to stand alone 
at Christmas time and to fave to laugh." 


HEY were all frankly crying when she finished. 
‘Oh, Nellie, who is she?’’ they asked. 

‘*Do you remember that Miss McKay who 
taught here a few years ago? I told mother about 
our plan, and she remembered this girl, and that her 
people had lost everything in that big bank failure 
last year. I sent the box through their lawyer. I'm 
going to write to her ; I want her for a friend.’’ 

‘* Brother Bob found a place for my shawl,'’ Bea 
said in answer to a question. ‘‘ Every day he passes 
a little house on his way to the office, and every day 
a little old lady smiles and bows to him. She is a 
thin, white little lady, and her smile has that mixture 
of innocence and wiseness that you see on the faces 
of those who are children again: She makes quilts, 
—such beautifully complicated designs, and she has 
dozens of them. 

‘*Bob and I called, and before we had talked to 
her half an hour we were both begging her to adept 
us as grandchildren, She said she would if Sylvia 
said she might. This Sylvia is a rather wonderful 
person, her mother thinks. 

‘The next day we bundled up our little new grand- 
mother (Sylvia had said ‘yes’), and took her for a 
drive. Then, of course, we were related, so Christ- 
mas morning we took her the white shawl and a 
bunch of red roses, I shouldn't be the least bit sur- 


. prised if we really were related some day, for we met 


Sylvia, and she is a dear. Bob admitted it on the 
way home, and blushed dreadfully as he did so."’ 


a, WAS Marguerite’s turn now. ‘‘I have no story 
to tell,’’ she sighed. ‘I thought of ever so many 
people, and at last I wrapped my bag up and 
gave it to our washerwoman, Mrs. O'Shea. She did 
not open it at the house, but thanked me koindly 
and departed !”’ 

They laughed at her melancholy expression, and 
Miss Wilson said, ‘* Wait till you see her again, and 
you will have your story. I went there soon after 
she left your home and found her crying. She said 
she had a ‘bit of a could in her head, and wasn't 
crying at all, at all,’ although I hadn't accused her 
of it. Your lovely bag was on the table where she 
had just unwrapped it. 
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««¢Oh, what a pretty bag!’ I said. 

**She stopped her sniffling at once, and wiped her 
eyes on her apron. ‘Yis,’ she said proudly, ‘ Mis’ 
Ransall’s Marguerite has been afther givin’ mea 
prisint! It was small-like, so 1 was thinkin’ I had 
anither pair o' mittens, or mebby a chist-pertector. 
I got three pair o’ the former and two o’ the latter, 
and wasn’t needin’ any more at prisint, but I was 
needin’ a bag seein’ as I'm thinkin’ of visitin’ my 
sister about Aistor toime, and havin’ nothin’ to carry 
my ticket and spicticles in. Sure, it's koind of Miss 
Marguerite to be rememberin’ me! It's the perttiest 
thing I’ ve had since O' Shea gave me that grane plush 
album he won at a raffle !’ 

‘* As for my gifts,"’ Miss Wilson went on when the 
laughter had ended, ‘1 had five of the Hoffman 
prints framed in narrow brown wooden frames. One 
went with me to Mrs. O'Shea. She did not thank 
me till she had found a hammer and nail and had 
hung it on the wall of her bare little room. It was 
‘Christ in the Temple,’ and she looked at it a long, 
long time. Then with tears in her eyes she said, 
‘The dear little Lad! The swate little Lad! And 
one day they took you out and kilt you !’ 

*¢One I gave to Poorhouse Nan, You know she 
has lived at the poorhouse off and on for twenty 
years, and is known as a hard, bad woman, What- 
ever she has been, she is different now. She hasn't 
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long to live, and she suffers terribly, but so patiently. 
She loves the picture. ‘I'd a’ been a better woman,’ 
she said, ‘if I'd allers had Him to look at.’’ 

‘*Sailor Bob has the third one. ~He is such a 
dear old man, and so sure of his Friend. He was 
delighted with. the picture: . ‘The painter must a’ 
been mighty close to Him to get such a good likeness,’ 
he said. ‘It won't be long before I know for myself 
how near he came.’ 

«¢ Jane Neil has one hanging at the foot of her little 
bed. She doesn’t say very much, but her mother 
says she isn't afraid to go to sieep now, because 
‘nothing can hurt while the Christ-child is looking.’ 
Three years is a long time to stay in the little bed. 

‘¢ The last one I sent in a box of books going to 
the lumber camps. Mr. McCormack writes that the 
men are deeply impressed with it, and that they are 
careful of the language they use while in the office 
where it is hung. 

‘Well, girlies, how do you like the new way of 
giving ?’’ 

Marguerite was on her feet instantly. ‘* Miss 
Wilson,’’ she said earnestly, ‘‘I’m going to propose 
that the class follow this plan every year. It's 
lamentably true that I'd much rather embroider bags 
for Mrs. O'Shea than for you. Besides, it has the 
spice of adventure !"" 

Mackinaw City, MIcu. 





‘‘Only a Drunken Barber ’”’ 


And how he built up one of America’s 
greatest rescue missions 


> 


By Grace Willis 
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Fifieen years ago he was pulled out of the canal at Grand Rapids,—a drunken barber 
who in despair of his repeated failures to turn from drink decided to end his wrecked 


life. 


A few weeks ago a whole city mourned his death,—the beloved superintendent 
of one of America’s greatest rescue missions. 


From the most unreliable of the 


outcasts that Mel Trotter rescued in ‘* Bucktown,” this “ drunken barber ” became 
the right-hand man of the great rescue mission leader whom forty missions through- 
out America look to as their chief.1 


" RED went to the bridge over the East Side 
Canal, and, climbing to the top of the railing, 
deliberately leaped into the dark waters twenty 

feet below. Several people saw him when he leaped, 

and he was rescued from the water before he could 
drown. _ When the officer from the corner saw who it 
was, he called the wagon from the police station, and 

Fred spent the night in his wet clothing on the plank 

in acell. As he was loaded into the wagon several 

people inquired who he was. ‘Oh, only a drunken 
barber,’ was the reply; ‘we get him often. It ain’t 
the first time he’s tried this.’ "’ 

Only a drunken barber fifteen years ago, of whom 
his own father said, ‘‘ There is no hope for him; I 
wish he were dead.’’ Yet when Urban V. Sillaway 
died, on September 16 of this year, many hundreds 
of people gathered in the largest downtown church in 
Milwaukee to do him honor, and other hundreds 
crowded into the Milwaukee Rescue Mission on a 
Saturday night, and again on a Mond=; afternoon at 
his funeral service, to testify to the wonderful power 
of God in this man's life. 

He is pictured as ‘‘ Fred Hanks’’ in Mel Trotter's 
book, ‘‘ Jimmy Moore of Bucktown.''1 Baffled and 
beaten by the demon of drink some half a dozen times 
after his heart was first touched by the Spirit of God, 
he at last gave himself completely into God's keeping, 
at his own home, after midnight on May 27, 1900; 
and this was his first testimony, given on the Gospel 
Wagon the first Sunday after his conversion, at Grand 
Rapids, while his old pals surrounded him, listening: 

‘*] don’t expect any one to take stock in me. I 
have made so many mistakes and turned the mission 
people so many times I am almost ashamed to look. 
at them. I’m not making any promises this time. 
I’ve turned my case over to Jesus Christ. If I get 
drunk now he's to blame, *cavscs he’s running the 
whole shooting-match. My life has been a failure 
from start to finish, When I was a boy I carried 
papers ; one of my regular customers was an old 
Dutch woman who used to brew her own beer. Every 
evening when I delivered her paper I got my glass of 
beer. I got so I looked ahead to it, and when I was six- 
teen years old I could drink as much beer as a man, I 





1 The rescue mission side of home missions has perhaps never been 
more graphically pictured than in Melvin E. Trotter’s famous story, 
*¢ Jimmy Moore of Bucktown,” which is published by Revell at 75 
cents. All the characters and the leading events in the fascinating 
narrative are real, though disguised to hide identity. Every Christian 
worker should get the inspiration that will come from reading this 
drama of the miraculous transformation of “ Bucktown,” once the 
worst slum district of Grand Rapids. 


learned the barber's trade, and before I was twenty years 
of age I was known as a drunken barber. I braced up 
many times, but when I started again I always went 
lower than I was before. I got into trouble, was 
arrested, and pleaded guilty. On account of my parents 
the judge suspended sentence, with the understanding 
that if I ever took a drink he would call me up before 
him and give me five years. With the state prison 
staring me in the face, I managed to stay sober three 
months. During that time I worked hard, got good 
clothes on me, and. married one of the sweetest girls 
that ever lived. After our marriage,—well, it’s the 
same old story ; why should I tell it again? My pic- 
ture is in the rogues’ gallery in more than one city. 
I did not want to be dishonest, but a man can’t drink 
whiskey and be honest. 

‘«T have stolen the pennies out of my baby’s bank 
to satisfy that awful desire for whiskey. Don’t tell 
me that a man does that because he wants to; I've 
tried as hard as any man ever tried to be somebody, 
but that craving for whiskey was there, and it had to 
be first in my life. Whiskey was my god, I wor- 
shiped it, [1 loved it better than my family, my life. 
I've taken the shoes off my feet in the winter, and 
traded them for whiskey. But to-day, thank God, 
I’ve not even wanted a drink. The first day in years 
that I’ve not wanted whiskey is to-day. Gold cure 
failed; prison bars failed; wife’s tears failed; but 
Jesus has taken even the desire for it away. Whena 
man has that gnawing at his very vitals there are but 
two things that will touch it, a big drink of whiskey 
or the Lord Jesus Christ. Thank God, I have him, 
and I'll never thirst again. Last night I leaped from 
the bridge into the water to end my life; but God 
saved me from death and hell. I do not understand 
how he can love such a brute as I am, but he does; 
and now I’m saved.”’ 

Shortly after his conversion Mr. Sillaway was at his 
daily employment in a barber shop, shaving a cus- 
tomer, when a man came in, and, presenting a bill, 
demanded its payment. Mr. Sillaway explained that 
he was not then able to pay it, but would do so as 
soon as possible. The man was abusive, and went 
out, saying, ‘*That’s a fine Christian,—you are,— 
not to pay your bills !"’ 

Mr. Sillaway was crimson with embarrassment at 
having the customer, a wealthy lumberman, overhear 
the talk. The next morning, however, the lumber- 
man sent for the barber, and asked him .what his 
debts in the town would amount to, 
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‘*Oh, as much as $500,"” was the reply. 

The lumberman then took out $500 in bills, and 
gave it to Mr. Sillaway, telling him he might accept 
it as a gift, or as a loan, if he chose, but that he would 
require no security. 

With gratitude Mr. Sillaway_set forth to pay his 
debtors, and one and another began telephoning to 
Mel Trotter, ‘‘Sillaway’s got a wad of bills as big as 
your fist. Better look after him."* 

At a hardware store Mr. Sillaway selected an out- 
fit of barber's tools, asked the price, and laid the 
money down, turning away without the package. 

‘*Here, you're leaving your package,’’ some one 
called. 

‘«That money is for implements like that, that I 
stole,’’ was the answer as he left the store without the 
package. 

He also owed hundreds of dollars in the West, 
much of it for liquor bills, and though it took some 
years to accomplish it, he paid them, every one. 

A year or so ago, when in the West, near the neigh- 
borhood of his former haunts, in speaking to a gather- 
ing of five hundred men one day, he took out his 
check-book and said: ‘* Here’s my check-book ; if 
there’s a man in this audience to whom I owe any- 
thing I will pay it right now.’ The genuine offer 
made a strong impression on the men. 

Mr. Sillaway became Mel Trotter's right-hand man, 
and half a dozen years later, in 1906, he went to Mil- 
waukee to become the superintendent of the Rescue 
Mission there. 

The mission was in a rented, ramshackle build- 
ing; they were $1,900 in arrears and didn’t own 
athing. Three years later a successful two-weeks’ 
financial campaign was put through, and the money 
was raised for a building. In May of the next year, 
1910, the new building was dedicated, and from that 
time the work has been successfully carried on in an 
$86,000 plant, which has been a model for missions 
throughout the country. 

A gospel meeting has been held every night during 
these years, and many are the men who look back to 
some night in that room, where the big painted eye 
and the verse, ‘‘Thou God seest me,’’ looks down 
upon them, to the time when they found God, . Mr. 
Sillaway was equally at: home in making: a tender 
appeal to men to give their hearts to God, or in sum- 
marily settling the disputes. of quarrelsome drunks. 
His was an unusually well-poised, sane, .and all- 
round Christian character; and those who had never 
known him in his former life found it almost impos- 
sible to realize that he had ever been other than a 
strong Christian. He never went off on a tangent, 
was never Carried away by strange doctrines, kept his 
head, and in the midst of overwhelming burdens and 
discouragements kept sweet in his spirit, and. won 
friends constantly by his warm-hearted personal in- 
terest. 

He had a genius for friendship, and was equally at 
home with the well-to-do and the ‘‘ down-and-out.’’ 
As Mel Trotter expressed it, ‘‘ He gets under your vest."’ 
At his funeral service were the young man of millions 
and the man without a cent, the wealthy woman 
crowded up against the wall and the shabby old 
negress walking boldly down the aisle for a last look 
at the familiar face; and each had lost a personal 
friend. And the burden on the heart of Mrs. Silla- 
way, who has been unfailingly an efficient and 
staunch helpmeet, is, ‘‘ I am so sorry for these friend- 
less people.”’ 

In his office there are some fifty or sixty framed 
photographs. There are many pictures of prominent 
Christian workers and of mission men; but perhaps 
the majority are of the men and their families saved 
through his efforts. Such work as his:is filled with 
heart-breaking discouragement; and at such times he 
would look about on this picture and that and say, 
‘* That one paid,—¢hat one paid,"’ and his courage 
rose and his faith and trust were renewed. — 

At his fifteenth ‘spiritual anniversary’’ last May, 
as he rose to open the meeting, the platform filled with 
beautiful flowers sent by friends, a messenger came 
down the aisle with a box of roses; and as he lifted 
them out he turned to the ragged, unkempt men in 
the audience and said, ‘‘ The flowers weren’t coming 
my way fifteen years ago, boys.’’ It was a telling 
point! 

*¢Only a drunken barber,’’—but, transformed by 
the power of God, he had won more stars for his 
crown than many a man in a long lifetime of service; 
his the richly answered prayer: 


** Help me the slow of heart to move 
By some clear winning word of love ; 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay 
And guide them in the homeward way.”’ 
MILWAUKEE, Wis. 
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Will she yet be first among the nations ? 


Archeology Sees Israel Broken by Ancient Powers 








ion 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 








HEN isa promise fufilled, —completely fulfilled ? 
Who that has faith has not tasted once and 
again and again of God's faithfulness in ful- 
filling promises, each time drinking deeper and deeper 
of the refreshing draught? May it not be so also with 
those great promises, the prophecies? Many people 
felt certain that the prophecies of Daniel were being 
fulfilled in the days of Napoleon, and perhaps they 
were. Now some of the same people are equally cer- 
tain that those prophecies are about to be somehow 
fulfilled in the great European war. It may be so. 
Who can doubt, also, that the Israelites in the days 
of Solomon exulted that now, at last, through the valor 
of their armies on the north, that had extended the 
empire to the ‘‘ends of the earth,’’ and diplomacy 
toward Egypt, that had given them Gezer, the last 
great Philistine stronghold, and, most of all, through 
the growth of wealth and power, the promise of great- 
ness above all nations round about them had come 
and the complete fulfilment of the promise to the pa- 
triarchs for the greatness of Israel among the nations 
of earth was an accomplished fact? 
As far as we can see Israel was, indeed, at that time 
a great world-power. It will do us gaod to dwell upon 
the thought that, did we stand to-day at tlieir view- 
point in the days of the greatness of the Solomonic 
empire, doubtless we also would be perfectly satis- 
fied that we had seen the complete and final fulfil- 
ment of the promise of Israel’s greatness, the great- 
ness of a world-empire preeminent among the powers 
of earth in that day ; the problem of Israel’s greatness 
would seem to us completely solved. 


An Egyptian Wife and the Fateful Dowry 

How immeasurably magnified and complicated this 
problem becomes from our own standpoint of to-day, 
as we view her going forward from the glory of the 
Solomonic empire to the humiliating subjugation, 
bending her neck lower and lower to the yoke, until 
she is utterly crushed and, as a world power, talls— 
is it forever? Israel’s humiliation as a world power 
began in the very moment of her greatest exaltation. 
That diplomatic. marriage with Pharaoh’ s daughter was 
an oriental device for currying the favor, at the same 
time that he kept watch upon the movements, of a 
dangerous rival ; and the acceptance of Gezer, alwaysa 
part of the promised land, as a dower gift from the 
Pharaoh with his Egyptian wife was the ‘‘fly in the 
ointment’’ of Solomon's imperial pride and glory. 
Flies breed corruption : so with this ‘‘ fly in the oint- 
ment.’’ Before Solomon's death, Shishak I sheltered 
the refugee, Jeroboam, and gave him vantage-ground 
from which to go back to trouble the kingdom when 
Solomon should sleep with his fathers. 

We soon see how this subtle danger under diplo- 
matic protection grew more and more menacing until 
the veiled enmity of Egypt threw off every subterfuge 
and appeared the open enemy. Solomon had extended 
the borders of the realm, greatly promoted the inter- 
nal prosperity and riches of the nation and erected a 
temple to Jehovah, which, if not the largest, was most 
probably at least the richest and most beautiful tem- 
ple in all the world. Only about twenty-five years 
after the consummation of this glorious work, Shishak I 
came up from Egypt, threw off every disguise both of 
ancient friendship for Judah and of loyalty to the new 
alliance with Jeroboam of the northern kingdom, rav- 
ished and rifled Taanach, Shunem, Bethshean and 
Megiddo in Israel just as he ravished and rifled Emek, 
Gibeon, Ajalon and Ramah in the kingdom of Judah, 
and then, in the insolence and impiety of his military 
power, robbed the temple and left to Jerusalem only 
the humiliating expedient of putting brassy imitations 
of those golden symbols of power, the golden shields, 
in the temple. 

For twenty-nine years this humiliation lay like a 
pall over Israel north and south until, in the days of 
King Asa at Jerusalem, her star of empire began to 
promise to shine once again. Zerah, the Ethiopian, 
perhaps Osorkon I, came up to Maresha, and Asa, 
though outnumbered two to one, set him. at defiance, 
defeated the proud king of Egypt, and drove’: him 
back to the shelter of his frontier fortifications. 

But, if Israelite hopes of imperial greatness began 
to revive, because of victory on the south, the nation 
was soon reminded that both ends of ‘‘the bridge of 


Did the patriotic Jew of Solomon’s day have rea- 
son for believing that the great promises to Abraham 
were at last fulfilled? Dr. Kyle concludes his 
story, begun last week, which traces the movements 
of the world powers of Israel’s day that resulted in 
the complete collapse of Solomon’s glory and the 
humiliation of the Chosen People. Yet even in 
humiliation Israel is seen to be first among the 
nations. 

But the last word of Israel’s history as a world 
power is far from being written. The questions 
discussed in Notes on Open Letters in last week's 
issue as to the future of the Jews and of their Prom- 
ised land, and as to the bearing of the war on that 
future, will be dealt with in an authoritative way 
by David Baron in two articles to be published in 
the next two issues. Mr. Baron is pouring out his 
life for his fellow Israelites, and eagerly awaits the 
glad day when his whole nation shall know Jesus 
as their Jehovah-Saviour. 








nations’’ had to be defended by any one who would 
hold it. Shalmaneser II, from the great new Assyr- 
ian power on the north, swept down upon the north- 
ern kingdom, to humble it as Shishak had humbled 
Judah. - One of the greatest treasures of the Museum 
of the Louvre to-day is the black obelisk of this king ; 
but its glory was far greater where the courtiers of 
Shalmaneser placed it in a memorial tomb at great 
Nineveh, where it flaunted then, as it flaunts to this 
day, the humiliation of the nobles of Israel bearing 
their tribute to the Assyrian king. 

Then Rammah-narrari, by his great expedition to 
the western coast-land, left in Israel that embittered 
heart of the Jew that sent Jonah to Tarshish rather 
than carry the message of a merciful warning to the 
Assyrian tyrant at Nineveh. Though the southern 
kingdom of Judah seémed to remain unmolested in 
her mountain fastness while her obedience to God 
continued, yet it was as the trembling peasant at the 
side of the tyrant’s path. 

The runaway prophet was brought back to preach 
his message of merciful warning. Nineveh repented, 
and a great reformation was wrought in the wicked 
kingdom. Perhaps, in part, as a result of this; per- 
haps, in part, also, for political reasons, Israel was 
left to recover herself.. Under Jeroboam II, once 
more, and for the last time, the power of Israel among 
the nations seemed to return, Syria and Damascus 
were brought under and the kingdom of Israel reached 
even to Hamath. 

If Israel had at this time rising hopes for herself, 
she was to learn that she had met only the advance 
guard of world power. The mighty trampling 
hosts now came on to meet each other, and to the 
humiliation of Israel was added this, that henceforth 
the Jew, both in the north and in the south, was to be 
treated as but an insignificant bystander, only to be 
dealt with when he interfered. Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylonia, perhaps also the great Hittite power, 
rushed back and forth over ‘‘ the bridge of nations"’ 
to strike at each other. 


The Mastiff and the Little Terrier 

Shahmaneser 1V and Sargon came like the besom 
of destruction upon Samaria—to -clear the way to 
Egypt. Then Sennacherib mulct Hezekiah, who 
probably robbed the temple to pay tribute. But this 
was only incidental to the great plans of the Assyr- 
ians. They thought to carry the campaign into 
Egypt, only stopping to crush Judah as they went by, 
so as to leave no menace along the line of communi- 
cations. But the Assyrian met Tirhaka—and God. 
Then the Assyrian came back in fear and disappoint- 
ment, and for a time the Egyptian also stopped. 

Ninety-three years later Necho prepared his vast 
legions and his war chariots for his great enemy on 
the far east. He crossed the ‘‘river of Egypt’’ and 
advanced to cross over the ‘‘ bridge of nations"’ to 
meet his enemy. Then followed one of the most 
pathetic passages in human history. May I be par- 
doned ‘an illustration that seems belittling to the kings 
and great nations of earth,—but the events at this 


— 


juncture are like nothing else so much as when a great 
mastiff is assaulted viciously by a terrier. ‘The mastiff 
jerks away the foot that is bitten, growls a little to 
frighten his assailant, and moves on in dignity ; but 
the little fellow persists in his annoyance, until at last, 
in a kind of shamefaced dignity, the mastiff turns 
and with one crunch of his great jaws breaks the 
terrier’s back, drops him from his mouth, looks pity- 
ingly at his writhing body and then, with lowered 
head, walks away. Josiah, viewed alone, is an object 
of admiration as he goes out bravely to defend the 
ancient right of the kingdom. Necho, at Megiddo, 
treated him as the mastiff treats the terrier, and left 
Judah in the beginning of his death agony. 

Necho went on his glorious way, but to disappoint- 
ment. Assyria did not meet him at the Eupirates ; 
he was not prepared to go farther, and so, for the time 
being, returned to Egypt, only pausing a little on the 
way to crush Judah once more, 

But the greatest clash and crash of ancient world 
power was preparing. Necho, four years afterward, 
made ready again his great army, probably prepared 
this time to invade his enemy, if he did not come out 
to meet him, This time Judah did not dare even to 
challenge him as he passed by, but there came to 
meet him, at the Euphrates, a new king, a king of 
Babylon, who had forged to the front, subjugated 
Assyria, and was ready now to take up the gauntlet 
thrown down by the Pharaoh, a king whose name is 
written on the page of history with Alexander and 
Czesar and Napoleon. 


Egypt’s Waterloo, and Judah’s 

At Carchemish Nebuchadnezzar crushed the power 
of Egypt. A world-battle had been fought, and the 
head of world-empire was determined this time in 
favor of Babylonia. The conqueror came down over 
the mountains from Carchemish, set his foot on the 
neck of Judah, and the national life was crushed and 
the national power ended. 

Under the Persian kings the exiles returned and 
lived, and a national spirit tried to revive to a kind of 
vassal greatness and glory. But: the Greek came. 
Once again, under the Maccabees, patriotism flamed 
up and the old hope of worldly power lighted into 
something again of promise. But the Roman came. 
Still again a few of the followers of the lowly Nazarene 
asked the question out of their old, old hopes, 
‘Dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel?’ Then Christianity came. For the people 
of the promise there was the Dispersion that seemed 
the end of hope. But there has been the unfolding 
of aspirations of moderns toward the realization of 
world power in the latter days in the promised land. 

Thus archeology has set the facts clearly before us, 
It makes the case clear, but here its distinct function 
ends. Archeology belongs to‘the past. Itis not a 
prophet. It cannot goon to solve the problem. The 
solution comes from revelation itself, and is being 
unfolded before our eyes. 

The eyes of the prophets saw wondrous greatness 
for Israel, saw her the first of the nations of earth. 
The work of great artists is only seen at its best in 
proper contrast. The marvelous picture painted by 
the prophets of Israel's future greatness, as it appeared 
to them, is only fully appreciated when we have looked 
upon the shadows with which the archeologists have 
surrounded it during the past century in painting 
around it the insignificance of Israel as a world power. 
This makes the glory of the vision of the prophets 
stand out of the gloom of Israel's insignificance 
among the world powers. Thus we are brought face 
to face with the great problem of the harmunizing of 
the biblical representations with the archeological 
evidence. 

God was revealing himself to the people for the 
world. But this is not the thought that should be 
uppermost in considering the greatness of Israel 
among the nations of the world. It is rather that 
God was revealing himself ¢hrough the people, as 
well as Zo the people. 

It was in this revelation through the chosen people 
that they stand out in all their greatness. In this reve- 
lation through the people by special providence and 
miracle in their -historv, the sublimest movement 
among people of earth, the only great national move- 
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ment in which God took such special part, a unique 
divine campaign in world politics, Israel stands out 
easily first. Israel's worldly insignificance is ac- 
knowledged even in the Book. Israel is called the 
** little one,’’ ‘‘ small among the nations of earth,’’ 

But the biblical writers never depart from the view- 
point of Israel's importance in divine politics in the 
revelation of God through the people. In all those 
world movements in which the outcome of God's 
gracious, saving providence in this world is involved, 
Israel keeps ever and exactly the place the biblical 
writers always give her at the head, the most impor- 
tant of all. 

If we keep in mind that in the Orient the camel is 
the great beast of burden, the dearer of earth’s riches, 
and that the ass, so humble and despised in this 
land, was in the olden day in the Orient the royal 
beast, that bore the king and the priest, and the 
Priest-King himself, then Bible lands furnish a most 
striking illustration of Israel’s greatness in the world. 
There in the East, one looks often upon a strange 
sight. A long caravan of camels, laden with the 
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riches of the Orient, the commerce of nations and the 
wealth of princes, may be seen solemnly wending its 
way across plain and desert and mountain led by a 
little donkey. The human mind that directs the car- 
avan is somewhere not far distant directing the ass, 
but the ass leads the caravan. 

In the solemn march of nations through the world 
and through time, bearing the world’s wealth, and 
the pomp and power of princes, the one to lead in 
the things that make for the betterment of the world 
and its ultimate salvation, the royal people in whose 
line should come the Prince, was Israel. She bare 
neither the commerce nor the sovereignty of the na- 
tions of earth, but she was of divine royalty, and her 
greatness was in this, that she led the caravan. 

Apart then from the question of Israel’s becoming 
a world power, occupying her own land, and holding 
first place among the powers of the world, still her 
greatest greatness will be in her leadership in estab- 
lishing the world’s redemption and the kingdom of 
God. Is she not then first ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Billy Sunday’s New Friend—Syracuse 


What 


racuse thinks of her “ cyclone 
evang ” after slaught 


one week's on 


By the Rev. Albert C. Fulton 





A young Jewish girl attended four of the meetings at Syracuse. 


She called Billy 


Sunday a “real each-day Christian,” and told a social worker that he was like a cer- 


tain great man “ you Christians talk about.’’ 


Syracuse agrees with her judgment. 


Mr. Fulton’s article next week will tell about the first call for trail-hitters in Syra- 
cuse, which in some respects excelled any similar meeting in Mr. Sunday’s career. 


HE fireman in the engine-house slid down the 
pole with a blue hymn-book under his arm. In 
response to a question regarding the Sunday 

campaign he had gone to his quarters upstairs to se- 
cure the much-prized gift. 

‘I was put on duty at the tabernacle,’ he said, 
by way of explanation. ‘‘ He gave me this book. 
That man speaks to my soul. He sure has me for 
his friend."’ 

Mr, Sunday has been in Syracuse one week, and 
the city is his friend. Not the entire city ; not every 
element and agency and individual, but that part of 
the city upon which depends the present success and 
permanent good of his work has rallied to him in 
wonderful unison, The voice of opposition, once ran- 
corous and assertive, has been softened, and bids fair 
to cease now that this champion of righteousness is 
on the field, The man is his own explanation, and 
those who knew him and upon whose earnest appeal 
he came to Syracuse, could well afford to wait for 
the vindication which they were assured he would 
bring. ‘The great tabernacle, with its thousands of 
hearers, the leader with his deep sincerity and tre- 
mendous earnestness, create an atmosphere decidedly 
uncongenial to the wilful misrepresentation that pre- 
cede him everywhere. Much of this can be laughed 
out of court, 

Coincident with Mr, Sunday's arrival in Syracuse 
there arose an epidemic of burglary. ‘* And do you 
know,’’ said one simple citizen to another, ‘‘that 
these occur in nearly every town he visits, and that 
he gets a rake-off!'’ Evidently he has called off his 
confederates, for the burglaries have ceased. 

Only the man who is true blue and pure gold could 
withstand, the opposition that has been measured 
against Mr. Sunday. ‘' The fierce. light that beats 
upon a throne’’ is not more intense than the scorch- 
ing flames of hatred, untruth, slander, and vitupera- 
tion that have been blown upon him by the institutions 
and influences whose existence he threatens and who 
hate with cruel hatred. 

We love him for the enemies he has made. ‘‘If I 
were to die to-morrow,’’ he said, ‘* the brewers would 
run a special train to my funeral.’’ And well they 
might observe the fall of their arch enemy. For 
them, no one personality is so portentous as William 
A. Sunday. ‘I will cram it down their throats in 
this town for the miserable lies they have hurled 
against me up and down the streets,’’ was no idle 
threat, for the tide has turned, and faith in this man’s 
integrity, the first essential requisite for success, has 
been established in Syracuse. 

«Woe is me if I preach not the gospel,’’ said the 
apostle Paul. Billy Sunday says, ‘‘If I don’t preach 
the gospel I'll go tohell!'’ Last Sunday he preached 
the gospel to 41,000 people. The day will long, be 
remembered in our city. In the evening a minister 


came to the tabernacle at the appointed hour of 
service equipped with a ticket for a reserved seat on 
the platform. A few people were grouped about each 
of the several doors. He went confidently toward 
the entrance for ministers, somewhat sympathetic 
toward those not favored with special privilege. But 
the door did not open to his vigorous pull. Ten 
thousand had already been :turned away, and had 
left the vicinity of the tabernacle! The ticket was 
useless against the law of the impenetrability of 
matter ! e 

A Jewish girl said to a social worker, ‘I wish you 
would go and hear Mr. Sunday. I have attended 
four of his meetings. I consider him a John the 
Baptist that you Christians talk about. He is a real 
each-day Christian. I bought one of the song-books 
that I may learn all the songs and help in the sing- 
ing.’’ 

‘‘A John the Baptist that you Christians talk 
about!’’ Rugged, strong, plain of speech, fearless, 
unconventional,—the multitudes are coming out to 
hear him, and they come again and again. 

Near the front of the tabernacle last evening sat a 
retired Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals. In the 
choir was a present member of that court. Already 
the strong men of the community are advocating the 
campaign, and the forces of evil and of opposition are 
weakening. There is a splendid wholesomeness 
about it all that acts like a tonic. Where can you 
hear ten thousand people laugh such a hearty and 
clean laugh? Mr, Sunday has spiritualized ridicule 
and fashioned it into a weapon of power. 

The laugh of the scorner is not heard. The irrev- 
erent laugh is not heard. He maintains that the Lord 
has a conception of humor, for witness: ‘‘ He has 
made the parrot, the donkey, the monkey, —and some 
of you people.’’ Into what traditionalism have we be- 
come hardened, that laughter has become unholy and 
tears sacred ? 

Of the lugubrious Christian, Sunday says: ‘‘ The 
matter with a lot of you people is that your religion is 
not complete. You have not yielded yourselves to 
God and gone out for God and God’s truth. Why, I 
am almost afraid to make some folks laugh for fear 
that I will be arrested for breaking a costly piece of 
bric-a-brac. You would think that if some people 
laughed it would break their faces. I want to tell you 
that the happy, smiling, sunny-faced religion will win 
more people to Jesus Christ than the miserable old 
grim-faced kind will in ten years. I pity any one who 
can’t laugh. There must be something wrong with 
their religion or their liver.’’ 

And Billy Sunday's smile! ‘My, if I could smile 
like that,’' said a commercial traveler, ‘‘ I could sell 
a miliion dollars’ worth of goods.’’» Out of a clean, 
wholesome, vigorous nature laughter becomes the voice 
of his soul. 
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For Monday’s relaxation, his day of rest, Mr. Sun- 
day played golf at the Country Club, ‘I felt as 
though I had been out walking with a cyclone,’’ said 
his clerical caddie. The cyclonic elements of golf 
hitherto have been undeveloped. Sunday carries his 
own cyclone, and whether it is a home-run or a six- 
inch putt, his heart is in the game. 

From those who have received their impressions of 
Billy Sunday from the newspapers alone one hears 
this frequent word of confession and commendation; 
‘*1 didn’t know he was like this, There is nothing 
here to offend. This is wonderful!"’ 

For those who can never come within the sound of 
Billy Sunday's voice or witness the countless agencies 
through which he imparts truth, there remains only 
the inadequacy of the printed word. Most of the 
100,000,000 people of America must be content with 
the Niagara Falls they see upon a post-card,—and it 
isn’t fair to Niagara Falls. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 


- 


The Palimpsest of Memory 


By the Rev. F. B. Meyer, D. D. 
Minister of Christ Church, London 


PALIMPSEST is the skin of an animal which has 
been so treated as to become vellum ; that is,-it 
is able to receive and retain written words, In 

past ages vellum was specially valuable for those 
records which were to be preserved from the ravages 
of time ; and it was on this material that the Gospels 
were’ originally inscribed. But when the knowledge 
of Hebrew and Greek decayed, and the monasteries 
in which these valuable manuscripts were preserved 
became the residence of unlearned and frivolous souls, 
the monks, ignorant of the treasures committed to 
their care, erased the sacred words of Scripture with 
pumice-stone and substituted the foolish fables and 
legends with which their minds and talk were filled. 
Sometimes two or three layers of these were added 
after successive erasures. Modern science, however, 
by-the use of. chemicals has been able to get down to 
the original Hebrew and Greek, and to sunimon these 
ancient. and long-hidden words back: to the, light of 
day, so that what was first written is now legible, and, 
our knowledge of the primitive records has been 
greatly enriched by the process, 

This interesting recovery furnishes'a remarkable 
illustration of the marvelous faculty of memory. 
What is once committed to memory is never really 
lost. It may be obliterated for'a time. The passing 
fancies, imaginings, and follies of the careless, or the 
pressing concerns and pursuits of the busy, may hide 
them from view, and cover the surface of the soul 
with their comparative trivialities, but the original 
archives of the heart are never rifled of their earliest 
and holiest records, and at any time the acid of sor- 
row or the pressure of conviction may wipe the sur- 
face clear and call back the sacred words which a 
mother’s or a teacher’s hand wrote on the vellum of 
memory. This is the process which our Lord sug- 
gested when, in the other world, he put into the lips 
of Abraham the words, ‘‘ Sou, Remember.’’ Noth- 
ing, therefore, in view of the indestructibility of mem- 
ory, ts more important than to fill the mind with the 
words of Scripture, especially in early life... 

Never shall I forget a period in my own experience 
when I was threatened with the loss of my sight. It 
became imperative that I should not try my eyes by 
reading on railway journeys, and I had no resource 
but to sit quietly, sometimes for hours, whilst I re- 
covered from the stores of memory large tracts of 
Scripture, which fed my heart... . 

With all my heart I commend the practise of daily 
memorizing Scripture. It was the custom of my boy- 
hood, it has been the habit of my life. 

This message on Bible memorizing from Dr. F. B. 
Meyer is reprin.ed —with some omissions — from the 
1916 Bible Success Band Booklet. In this new 24-page 
booklet there are nine messages on Bible memorizing 
from famous Christian leaders, including Prebendary 


Webdb-Peploe, Dr. Alexander Whyte, Professor James 
Stalker, and James Bryce, former British Ambassador. 


The distinctive feature of these Bible Success Band 
Booklets is not these messages, however, but the list of 
**3916 Verses to be Memorized.’’ Thousands of Chris- 
tians throughout the world will use this list and will be 
committing to memory the same verse each day. 


Each one who secures a booklet, and starts to memor- 
ize the verses, becomes a member of the ‘‘ Band.”’ 


The 1916 booklets are now ready, and may be ordered 
from The Sunday School Times Co., at ro cents each in 
quantities of ten or more, or 15 cents for a single copy, 
including postage. 
rated 
gift. 


With its attractive cover and deco- 
ages, the booklet makes an appropriate Christmas 
he thousands who received a blessing from the 


1915 booklet can help spread the blessing of Bible memor- 
izing by telling their friends about it, or by sending the 
booklet to carry its own message. 
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LESSON Il. DECEMBER 12. JEHOVAH YEARNS OVER BACKSLIDING ee 


Golden Text: I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love.—Hosea I1 : 4 


—_—_—— 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
REEK mythology tells the story of a man 
G named Sisyphus who, because of his wicked- 
ness, was condemmed in Hades to roll to the 
top of a high mountain a huge rock, which always 
broke away from him just as the top was being 

reached. 

As we understand science to-day, what made that 
rock, or anyother round stone, roll to the bottom of 


-a hill when released ? 


And what can overcome the power of the attraction 

of gravitation ? 
es ; human beings and other forces are constantly 
overcoming the power of gravitation. 

Get ‘the class to bring out the fact that in either of 
two different ways we could be sure of keeping a 
round boulder at the top of an inclined place : either 
by some power success ully resisting the down-pull 
of gravitation ; or by actually destroying the attraction 
of gravitation.. Otherwise things are sure to go down- 
hill. And that is backsliding. 


Our Background Material 

The history of man has been a history of back- 
sliding, and will continue to be so, during the seven 
ages or dispensations that, from time to time in this 
department, we have studied together. God has 
patiently, persistently sought to keep or to bring 
men to the top of the hill. 

In the Age of Innocence (Gen. 1 : 28) mankind was 
started atthe top of the hill, but was soon moving 
toward the bottom. 

In the Age of Conscience man went steadily down- 
hill from the expulsion from Eden (Gen. 3 : 23) to 
the time of the flood. 

In the Age of Human Government (Gen. 8 : 20), 
meh went downhill until they tried to ignore God in 
exalting themselves (Gen. t1 : 4), and the judgment 
of the confusion of tongues fell upon them: 

In the Age of Promise (Gen. 12: 1) Israel, God’s 
Chosen People, went down until they found them- 
selves at the bottom of the hill in bondage in Egypt, 
—and the rest of the world was still worse. 

In the Age of Law (Exod. 19 : 8) Israel, during its 
entire national life, with some ups and downs, was 
backsliding; to-day’s lesson records part of this. 

In the Age of Grace (John 1 : 17), in which we are 
now ‘living, even the professing church of Jesus 
Christ, as prophesied, is moving steadily away from 
him, and this apostasy will continue until he ends it 
by his coming (Luke 17 : 26-30; 18 : 8; 2 Pet. 3 : 3,43 
Rev. 3 :-14-19). 

And the Millennial or Kingdom Age itself, we are 
told, will end in a tragic backsliding, as Satan fer 
the last time succeeds in deceiving men in the four 
eorners of the earth (Rev. 20 : 7-10). 

It has taken a marvelously — and loving God 
to endure this backsliding of his children through all 
the centuries. But a day is coming, with a new 
heaven.and a new earth (Rev. 21 ¢ 1), when backslid- 
ing will be eternally ended. The love of God, who 
yearned over backsliding Israel. will accomplish this. 


The, Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue. Boldface figures at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Give the class a glimpse of Hosea’s personal expe- 
rience (chaps. 1to 3), which God made a symbol of 
his relationship toIsrael. It is a heartbreaking and 
noble experience, and is briefly described by Mrs, 
Baldwin (1, 2) and in Pucker’s class (2). There are 
differing interpretations of this part of the book of 
Hosea; some believe that Hosea was told by God to 
marry a sinful woman, which was done; others, that 
God told Hosea to marry a woman who did not go 
into sin until after the marriage; still others, that 
this experience of Hosea’s was in vision only, not an 
actual one. In any case the undefeatable love of a 
true husband shines out blessedly. 

Two great facts stand out in the lesson chapter : 
God's undefeatable love; Israel’s strange, sad, and 
persistent backsliding. 

But why should Israel’s backsliding seem strange 
tous? Isn’t it exactly what we all know about by 
personal experience? See what Mr. Ridgway (2) 
says on how the human race is bent on backsliding. 
See also the. Round-Table (2). Get some of the class, 
if they will, to tell of personal experiences in this. 

God’s love of Israel when the nation was a child 
begins the lesson (v. 1), and his marvelous love ends 
it (v. 11). In each case his love accomplishes a 
miracle. 

Immediately following the statement of God's love 


Hosea II : 1-11. Commit verses 8, 9 


t When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my 
son out of Egypt. ; 2 The more the prophets called them, the 
more they went from them : they sacrificed unto the Baalim, 
and burned incense to gravenimages. 3 Yet! taught Ephraim 
to walk; ! I took them on my arms; but they knew not that 
I healed them. 4 1 drew them with cords of a man, with 
bands of love ; and I was to them as they that lift up the yoke 
on their jaws ; and I laid food before them. 

5 They shall not return into the land of Egypt ; but the As- 
syrian shall be their king, because they refused to return to me. 
6 And the sword shall * fall upon their cities, and shall con- 
sume their bars, and devour “hem, because of their own coun- 
sels, z7 And my people are bent on backsliding from me: 
though they call them to Aim that is on high, none at all will 
S exalt him. 

8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? Aow shall I cast thee 
off, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? Aow shall I set 
thee as Zeboiim ? my heart is turned within me, my compas- 
sions are kindled together. g I will not execute the fierceness 


‘of mine anger, I will not return to destroy Ephraim : for I am 


God, and not man ; the Holy One in the midst of thee; and 
I will not come in wrath. 10 They shall walk after Jehovah, 
who will roar like a lion ; for he will roar, and the children 
shall come trembling from the west. 11 They shall come 
trembling as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land 
of Assvria ; and I will make them to dwell in their houses, 
saith Jehovah. 

1 Heb. he took them on his axms. * Or, rage against % Or, lift 
himself wp +4 Or, enter into the city 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(‘These references are usually to Ve ene in other lesson- 
articles in this issue, indicated by bold-face figures.) 


faking ? (Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 
In what way does ‘‘ calléd my son out of Egypt’’ refer to 
Christ ?. (Griffith Thomas, ‘II, 1; Mackie, 1.) 

Verse: 3.—Who is referred to as Ephraim? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, 2.) 

Verse 4.—What does the ‘with cords of a man” sig- 
nify? (Griffith Thomas, II, g; Ridgway, 4.) What is the 
figure ‘* they that lift up the yoke on their jaws’’? (Grif- 
fith Thomas, II, 2; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 5.—When was the Assyrian to be their king? 
(Griffith Thomas, IT, 3.) 

Verse 8.—Why are Admah and Zeboiim mentioned ? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 4.) 

Verse 10.—Has this prophecy been fulfilled? (Griffith 
Thomas, II, §.) What is meant by Jehovah roaring like a 
lion, and the children coming trembling from the west? 
(Griffith Thomas, ITI, §.) 

Verse 11.—Did the Jews return out of Egypt and out of 
Assyria? (Griffith Thomas, II, §.) Why are they com- 
pared to trembling birds and doves? (Griffith Thomas, II, 
§; Ridgway, 3; Mackie, 3.) | 


Verse 1.—Who is s 








that commences the lesson we are told of Israel’s re- 
jection of this. God’s treatment of Jsrael and Is- 
rael’'s treatment of him are contrasted with each 
other by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3). See what God 
was lovingly doing to care for Israel all this time 
Griffith Thomas, II, 2). Striking light from the 

rient is given by Dr. Mackie on God’s loving care 
for Israel. See also the blackboard in ‘‘ From the 
Platform.” 

The marriage relationship as a symbol of the rela- 
tionship between God and the Hebrews is discussed 
by Mrs. Baldwin (3, 4). Five ways in which God 
loves are set ‘down in her article (§-6). A pathetic 
illustration of God’s longing for Israel’s love, and 
how she treated him, is given by Mrs. Baldwin (7). 
Call attention in class to the mistake most people 
make when they think of the God of the Old ‘lesta- 
ment, as suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas’ opening 
paragraph, and by Mr. Rogers (1). 

Over: against Israel’s sin (v. 2) God immediately 
says ‘‘yet I”; and then God tells what he did for his 
sinning, undeserving people. There is always the 
**yet” of God’s love over against the sin of men. 

an sinned,—yet God loved him. 

Man was lost,—yet God saved him. 

Man is utterly unworthy,—yet God undeservediy 
cares for him. 

Man is faithléss,—yet God is faithful (2 Tim. 2: 13). 

Why God does not at once cast off Israel—and all 
men—utterly and forever, is strikingly shown in the 
IHustration Round-Table (4). 

And because God is always and only loving, he had 
to punish those whom he so eagerly, tenderly. loved 
(Griffith Thomas (III, 6; Rogers, 4-5). Get the class 
to tell what happened to Israel (vs. 5-7). 





y 





The Truth That Is Golden : 

But God cannot give up Israel even though she is 
‘*bent on backsliding” from him. He cannot cast 
her off. His wonderful and undefeatable love, such 
as Paul described in 1 Corinthians 13, cries out (read 
aloud vs. 8-11). The Golden Truth is that the un- 
failing love of God is a prevailing and victorious 
love. Where would any of us be if itwere not? The 
love of God is greater than the failure of the back- 
slider. (But this does not mean universalism; see 
Teaching Points below.) 

The lesson as a whole pictures what happens in 
individual lives; what has happened and will appen 
with Israel as a people; what has happened and will 
happen with mankind asa whole. Individual lives 
backslide and return toGod. Israel as a pewple have 
allen away from God ard will return tohim. The 
world as a whole has fallen away from God and will, 
at@fhe time of the new heaven and the new earth, 


back tohim. The unfailing love of God is the 
triumph of time and eternity. 
Teaching Points 


Whenver any one loves God, it is because God has loved 
him first (1 John 4: 19). 

The finest love of the most loving human heart that is 
outside of Christ is a cold, dead, worthless thing when 
compared with God’s love for us. 


As the result of the down-pull of the attraction of gravi- 
tation can be prevented only in the two ways mentioned in 
**Getting Started in Class,’’ so the down-pull of sin in 
man’s life can be prevented only in two ways: by the 
counteracting power of Christ’s presence in His fulness in 
this life; and, in the next lite, by the complete and final 
destruction of sin’s presence and power in the lives of 
those who have accepted God’s love in Christ. 


God’s victorious love does not mean universalisni. ‘For 
God coerces the free-will of no one. God’s love works in 
absolute independence of the unworthiness and failure of 
the one loved; and this blessed fact means that many of 
the unworthy, backsliding, sinning ones will eventually re- 
spond to the persistent and never-ceasing love of God. 
But we know also through his Word the tragic fact that 
not all men will thus respond, Some. will assert. their 
free-will in persistent, determined, final refusal to yield to 
the love of God; and these will reap the eternal death 
that this rejection of the love and forgiveness of God 
means. 


Verses 10, 11 prophesy not only the Jews’ return from 
captivity in Bible times, but the final return of the Jews 
when, recognizing and accepting Jesus Christ as their Mes- 
siah, they are restored to their land (Jer. 23 : 5-8; Griffith 
Thomas, II, §). 

Striking illustrations of the love of God are gn in the 
Round-Table, 1, 3.) 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

In what ways has the love both of human beings and of 
God been providing for us when we did not know it at all ? 

Is love likely to make a character weak or strong ? 
Why? 

Why do *‘ their own counsels’? (v, 6) always bring dis- 
aster upon men ? , 

Was God too good to Israel? Get the class to discuss 
this, and give them Mr. Rogers’ (3) view. 

What sort of people does God love ? 

Why does not God do more than he does in preventing 
men from sinning ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class aweek ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. | 


The Fall and Captivity of Israel (2 Kings 17 : 1-18). 
When God’s clock strikes, God’s plans get done. 
It may not look to men as though the right time had 
come; but God does not carry out his plans accord- 
ing to men’s ideas. We come into the reign of a 
king of Israel who did not do as wickedly as the 
kings of Israel that had gone before him. But he 
had to become a tribute payer to the king of Assyria. 
Then he tried to **put one over” on Assyria by a 
diplomatic understanding with the king of Egypt. 
And Assyria broke loose. It was a tragic day for 
Israel. Her national history was over. No,—not 

over, either; but that chapter of it was finished. 


Why did God punish Israel by captivity under a king 
who was not so bad as his predecessors ? 

Did Hoshea do wrong in stopping his tribute to Assyria 
and trying to make an alliance with Egypt ? 

Mention some reasons that God gives for the captivity- 
punishment of Israel ? 


Mention some reasons why Israel did these strangely 
sinful things ? 
Is Israel ever to have a national life again? Give your 


reasons, 
PHILADELPH@A. 
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Mastering the Whole Lesson 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





“6 OD is Love.” This is a New Testament 
truth, but the question is often raised 
whether God’s love is clearly revealed in 

the Old Testament. There seems no doubt about 
the answer in the light of a passage such as we are 
now to consider. hatever else may be said, God’s 
love to Israel was undoubted, persistent, and un- 
wavering. 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—Hosea was one of the two earliest 

rophets, Amos being the other. He belonged to the 
Northern Kingdom, and his time covered about sev- 
enty years (t:1) His constant appeal was to the 
people of Israel, in the light of their spiritual wander- 
ing from God, The prophecies in the first three 
chapters are usually connected with the later years 
of the prosperous reign of Jeroboam II, while chap- 
ters 4 to 14 record appeals belonging to the times that 
followed, 

Date.—Hosea prophesied somewhere between the 

ears 785-740 B.C., or, according to the Companion 
Bible, 689-611 B.C, The date was just before the 
fall of Samaria (2 Kings 17), the subject of the next 
lesson, 


Book.—The prophecy is divided naturally into two 
main sections: (1) chapters 1-3, illustrating the love 
of God; (2) 4-14, an appeal to Israel based on God's 
love, including the rebuke of sin (4-7); the announce- 
ment of retribution (8-10); and the pleading of divine 
The present lesson is part of a specific 
prophecy from 9: 1 to 11: Ir, 


Il. The Lesson 

Love's Reminder (vs. 1-4).—God is the speaker, 
and although the words apply literally to the entire 
twelve tribes, the special appeal was to the Northern 
portion, God loved Israel in the days of his national 
youth (Jer. 2: 2), and called him out of Egypt, sum- 
moning Pharaoh to let him go. The use of verse 1 


: in Matthew 2: 15 is of course secondary, a type, not 


- 


i but God trained Israel with ie 
] 


a prediction, But when God’s servants called Israel 


to walk in the divine ways, the people showed them- .. 


selves disobedient and sacrificed to Baalim, false 
lords and gods, and to graven images. Not-only so, 
care as‘a nurse 


teaches a child to walk; and yet, all the while, Israel 


| did not realize that this wealth and prosperity came 


from God, God led him as a man leads his son, 
binding him with ties of love; God delivered him and 
fed him even as one lifts the yoke from his ox and 
gives itcorn. Thus the prophet reminds the people 
of God’s call, God's sorrow in the contrast between 


| his own love and their ingratitude, and God's effort 
: again and again on their behalf. (1) 


; nurse, a wise leader, and a considerate master. 


: idolatr 


What a picture it is of a loving father, a careful 
Note 
in particular the seven things that God is said to 
have done for Israel: (1) kindness in the past (v. 1); 
(2) deliverance from bondage (v. 1); (3) a good edu- 
cation (v. 3); (4) healing (v. 3); (5) gentle methods 
(v. 4); (6) burdens relieved (v. 4); (7) food supplied 
(v. 4). In contrast with this comes the reminder of 
Israel’s unfaithfulness: (1) disobedience (v. 2); (2) 
(v. 2); (3) disregard (v. 3). The use of the 
word Ephraim is because of the pre-eminence of that 
tribe in the Northern Kingdom, The figure, ‘‘ they 
that lift up the yoke on their jaws,” seems to refer to 
the strap which bound on the yoke, (2) 

Love's Rebuke (vs. §-7).—But because of their sin 
they shall return to a worse Egypt than that from 
which God had called them, for the Assyrian should 
be their king because they refused to return to God. 
The armies of the enemy should smite their cities, 
consume their defenses (bars), and slay their inhabi- 
tants, because of their evil counsels. They were 
ever ready to depart from God, and though he sum- 
moned them to return to him, not one of them would 
bow to his authority. Thus divine love gave its 
solemn rebuke. The people were told their sins. 
They would not respond to God, and their bias was 
altogether in the other direction (v. 7). The phrase 
which closes verse 7 is difficult, and some writers 
think it means that though the prophets called them 
upwards to God, none of the prophets can really lift 
them so as to reach God. Others think that it means 
that while Israel called on Jehovah, they did not 
exalt him, Or it might be read: ‘‘ though the 
prophets call Israel to Him that is on high, none at 
all [of Israel] will exalt Him. (3) 

Love's Recalé (vs. 8-11).—Once more the tone 
changes, and this time the appeal of love is made with 
increased intensity. Another offer is given. God could 
not give up his covenant people and destroy them like 
the Cities of the Plain. His heart was full of relent- 
ing love (Jer. 31 : 20), and he did not wish to execute 
his righteous anger and utterly destroy the people. 
Admah and Zeboiim are mentioned here, as in Deu- 
teronomy 29 : 23, though not in the story in Genesis. 
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They were Cities of the Plain destroyed with Sodom 
and Gomorrah. 

God would not entirely destroy the people because 
of his own character as the Holy One of Israel. He 
was not man but God, and would not come up into 
the midst to consume Israel (Exod. 33:5). God's 
banished ones will return to him when he summons 
them as with a lion’s roar. They will hasten home- 
wards from the islands of the west, and a small rem- 
nant shall fly from Egypt as a bird let loose, while 
others will come from the land of Assyria as a dove 
escaped out of the fowler’s snare. Then God would 
piant them again in the promised land. So that 
where sin abounded, grace would much more abound 
(Rom, § : 20). * This is an interesting illustration of 
the dual character of Hebrew prophecy. While it 
had a primary fulfilment in the return of the people 
from captivity, yet it has still to be fulfilled in com- 
pleteness when the Jews as a nation return to God 
aud enter once again upon their own land. (5) 


III. Central Truths 

In the light of the history of Israel over which we 
have been traveling in these lessons for months past, 
this divine yearning over backsliding is most striking, 
and the Golden Text tells us of the tenderness and 
love of God. A modern book is appropriately en- 
titled, ‘‘ The Gospel According to Hosea,” and an- 
other work very similar, ‘‘ The Gospel in Hosea,” 
Let us endeavor to see in God’s attitude to Israel 
something of his character and attitude to-day. 

1. He is Merciful.—Mercy is God’s love to the un- 
deserving, and tells of that which is at once tender, 
benevolent, and unmerited. He is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance. If sin had its deserts, there would be no 
possibility of mercy. ‘If thou, Jehovah, shouldest 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?” (Psa. 
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2. He is Gracious.—This is even more than mercy, 
for while mercy is related to misery and to the (nega- 
tively) non-deserving, grace is related to redemption 
and to the (positively) undeserving. ‘hus we read 
of ‘‘ grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 4: 16), and 
divine grace is not merely benevolence but benefi- 
cence, good-will, and good action. 

3. He is Longsuffering.—This is the special point 
of the present lesson, which records God’s unrequited 
love and his longsuffering, patient attitude in the 
face of deplorable sin. 

4. He is Righteous.—This isthe other side of the 
triith, for love properly understood is not weak and 
is never unrighteous. A parent’s love which shows 
itself in mere sentiment without the quality of justice 
is not true love to the child. We see that amidst 
all the earnest and urgent appeals made to Israel 
God did not forget to tell them of their sin and to 
warn them of what would follow if they persisted 
therein (vs. 5-7). God’s love is clearly shown in 
his righteousness, and it is significant that the only 
two adjectives ever associated by our Lord with the 
word ‘‘ Father” were ‘‘ Holy” and ‘' Righteous” 
(John 17: 11-25). This is the meaning of ‘‘ Our God 
is a consuming fire” (Heb, 12: 29). Love is a fire 
of severe righteousness as well as of warm kind- 
ness. (6) 

This love of God is revealed in the New Testament 
in connection with three objects which we can illus- 
trate by three circles decreasing in size: (1) the wor/d, 
‘*God so loved the world” (John 3: 16); (2) the 
church, ‘* Christ loved the church” (Eph. 5 : 25); (3) 
the éndividua/, ‘‘who loved me” (Gal. 2: 20). So 
that while God loves the entire universe and has a 
special love for all Christians, there is a definite and 
blessed sense in which he loves each one of us and 
desires our truest interests in our turning from sin 
and accepting his great salvation. We shall best 
show what we feel about this by loving him who first 
loved us (t John 4: 19). (7) 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. Love’s reminder (Isa. 5§ : 1-7). 
2. Love’s rebuke (Lam. 3 : 22-33). 
3- Love’s recall (Matt. 23 : 34-39). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Turning the Back on Father.— Wien /srae/l was a 
child, then I loved him (v. 1): Children are always 
lovable. They are so simple and so full of trust. 
Put out your arms to the youngster high up on the 

rch-rail and cry ‘‘jump,” and he unhesitatingly 
ae. Sit in your easy-chair before the fire, and 
the first thing you know little Polly is crawling right 
up into your arms in spite of book orscissors. It was 
so with some of the baby nations. Walking right 
into the swollen Jordan, and tramping day after day 
around Jericho. Coming into America through the 
long and perilous sail upon a stormy and little known 
sea with the old) Book under the arm. And log 
cabins around a log meeting-house. That Thanks- 
giving dinner you enjoyed so much a few days ago 
is one of the annual monuments to America's child+ 
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hood. When did God lose his beloved Israel ? When 
will you lose goer Jack and your Polly? When Jack 
puts his ‘‘fellows” and his appetites before ‘the 
old man.” When Polly thinks more of her pleasures 
and her ciothes than she does ef her Dad. Yes, you 
will do everything you can to hold your boy and 

irl, God did everything he could to hold Israe). 

srael had to learn her lesson in the slave markets of 
Babylon. When Jack and Poily turn their backs on 
you they will learn their lesson in the slave market 


of sin. But, ob, what a price for the education! 
7 : 96; ‘96% *Jer."3o> Fa, 25,° 23, 943 Hebd. 
10 : 31). 


** Pop and the Boys.”’—/ drew them with cords of 
a man, with bands of love (v. 4).—When I read the 
assage, I said, *‘ What does this mean?” ‘Then I 
gan to ask my bookshelves about it. As usual old 
Matthew Henry is the man who lets in the light. 
‘He dealt with them as men. With such cords as 
men draw with or are drawn with. ‘The bands of 
love are the cart ropes of love. The latter stronger 
than the former,” God never deals with his highest 
creation as dumb driven cattle nursing a blind life 
within the brain, nor as automatic machines with 
levers going this way because they can’t gothat way. 
Now are we the sons of God and treated accordingly. 
Are you having trouble? Why don’t you mind your 
Father? Love your Father, obey your Father, chum 
with your Father, and all that your Father has is 
ours. Since he owns the world that world is yours. 
either you nor any one ever saw a family of the 
father and the sons into business together where Pop 
and the boys were loving father and obedient sons 
but that business was a going success. The indus- 
trial history of England and America is one great 
epic of the father and the son. And thisis only a 
faint picture of the heavenly relation of the Father 
and his sons (Gal. 4: 5-7; Rev. 21: 7). (1) 


The Street Preacher.— Vy people are bent on back- 
sliding from me (v.7). 1 heard a man of pictur- 
esque language speak of the *‘ cussedness of the race.” 
When the history of Israel from the Red Sea to the 
Euphrates is gone over I can’t help but think of that 
expression. It was said of one of our citizens of 
great imagination, ‘‘ He is such a good-natured liar 
that he tells a lie when the truth would pay a great 
deal better.” There seemed to be such a “bent” in 
the Hebrew race that they would do the bad thing 
when the good would suit a good deal better. They 
never seemed to go after Baal for territory, power, 
or riches. But simply for ‘‘ pure cyssedness,” as the 
street preacher might say. Are you’any better? If 
the house’ had more preserves in the pantry, more 
provisions in the ice-box, more coal in the cellar, 
more fun in the sitting-room, a better reputation 
with the neighbors, there might be a reason why the 
family should choose to be godless, scrappy, mean, 
and selfish. But since every one knows that pros- 
perity and happiness, and the favor both of God and 
man, all go with goodness, how will you account for 
the ‘‘ backsliding bent”? No, it isn’t a very polite 
phrase, that of the street preacher, but do you know 
a better one to fit thecase ? God knew the poison he 
had t cure when he sent his Son to meet the curse 
by the power of the blood (Gal. 3: 13; Rom. 3: 13, 
14.) (2) 


**Mad All Over.”—/ will not execute the fierce- 
ness of mine anger (v. 9). Having anger and exe- 
cuting that anger are two different things. Most 
people who have anger execute it by either word or 
deed, When you are ‘‘mad” you say things and do 
things. And generally wish you had not, Only God 
and godlike men can have anger and not ‘‘execute 
the fierceness ” of it. You can be angry and:sin not 
only when you keep it safely locked up within nad 
breast. It takes the strongest kind of man to keep 
sweet when he is ‘‘ mad all over” (Eph. 4: 26; Psa. 
37: 7-9) It is last Christmas as I write. Every 
Christmas Eve my Rock Run mission has its Christ- 
mas exercises and gifts. For twenty years I have 
been coming down the Rock Run road to Coatesville 
about ten o'clock. Every Christmas Eve at this hour 
for twenty years I have seen that road lined full for 
amile with men, black and white, reeling to their 
poor Rock Run homes in different stages of drunk- 
enness, The ripe Christmas product of the Coates- 
ville saloons. e have often had todrag the fathers 
of the Sunday-school children out of the road where 
they had fallen dead drunk, This Christmas for the 
first time in fifty years there was not a single drunk 
on the Rock Run road. Last spring Coatesvi//e 
went dry. And nobody knows the old town. But 
some men are signing petitions of the rumsellers ask- 
ing Judge Butler to put rum back again on the Rock 
Run road. Feeling as I do now, if I were just a mere 
man, I would ‘‘ execute the fierceness of my anger” 
with a club. But I am not just a man. I am a 
son of God. So instead of executing my anger I just 
pray (Rom. 12:19). P.S.—The judge put the rum 
back, and the Rock Run road has returned to its old 
‘*reel” thing. 


With the Birds.—7Zkey shall come trembling as a 
bird out of Egytt. and as a dove out of the land of 
Assyria; and I will make them to dwell in their 
houses (v. 11). I have just been listening to a won- 
derful concert given by birds. Charles Kellogg is a 
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California naturalist who sponte his days in the 
woods. He has the remarkable gift of being able to 
make with his lips every bird note, even the highest. 
He can repeat with accuracy every bird-song he ever 
hears. ‘This he has done into the phonograph. He 
has records of the bird singers from Hudson Bay to 
the Equator. He uses a number of Victrolas, and 
sings a bird song himself, and all the songs harmon- 
ize in one entrancing great bird orchestra. Some- 
thing like that is what Hosea seems to have seen. 
The “‘ birds” from the south and the ‘‘ doves” from 
the east shall all come together in the west. The Afri- 
can, the Asiatic, the European shall make one great 
harmony in Christ. We shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. There is already a trembling and 
a stirring. China has left the und and is begin- 
ning to soar, England stands with a restless India on 
her hands. The Dan Crawfords are boring into 
Africa. America is going ‘‘dry.” Certainly some 
great power is hovering over the ‘‘ birds” to put them 
all a flutter. We are in the midst of great events. 
{Isa. 43 : 1-7). (3) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 
of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a 
iwo-cent stamp. 


God’s Love.—/ drew them with cords of a man, 
with bands of love (Golden Text). From the island 
of Ambrym we hear of a beautiful word, the native 
word for love. Literally translated, it means: ‘‘ The 
heart keeps calling, calling for me”; and ‘‘love of 
God” in the native Ambrym language is ‘‘ the heart- 
callings of God.”"—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, 
kung. (1) 


When They Are Deceived.—My people are bent on 
backsliding from me (v. 7). When the shepherd in 
Scotland was asked if his sheep would follow: the 
voice of a stranger, he replied: ‘‘ Yes, when they are 
sick; but never when they are well. A sick sheep 
will follow anybody.” Just. so long as a Christian 
ae himself in a healthy condition by feeding on 
God’s Word and by exercising in his fields of activity 


there will be little danger of his goiig off after the 


“*faddists” and false teachers of his age. It is when 
his ears become diseased—when he has contracted 
ear itch—that he becomes restless and dissatisfied 
with his Master.—From The Lookout. Sent by Achsa 
L. McDowell, Tilisonburg, Ont., Can. 


Why She Fell.— /y people are bent on backsliding 
Jrom me (v. 7). Slipping away from God is caused 
by not drawing close to him. little girl fell out of 
bed. When asked why, she replied, ‘‘I went tosleep 
too near the place I got in.”"—Adapited Pm address 
by Marion Lawrance at Winona Bible Conference. 
Sent by D. R. MacGregor, Marion, Ind. (2) 


Deathless Love.— How shall 1 give thee up, 
Ephraim?...my heart ts turned within me, my 
compassitons are kindled together (v. 8). In a ser- 
mon in Mansfield Chapel, Oxford, Dr. Selbie told this 
daring story: ‘‘There was a young Frenchman who 
loved a courtesan. This woman hated her lover's 
mother, and when in his passion he offered her any 
gift in return for her love, she answered, ‘ Bring me 
then your mother’s bleeding heart.’ And he, in his 
madness, killed his mother, and plucking out her 
heart, hurried by night through the streets, carrying 
it to the cruel woman to whom he had given his soul. 
But as he went he stumbled and fell, and from the 
bleeding heart came an anxious voice, ‘My son, are 
you hurt?’ Not even murder could kill that mother’s 
love; it lived on in the torn heart. And this is the 
message of the cross.” —From the United Methodist. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 
The prize for this week is awarded to this tllustra- 
tion. (3) 


My Son.— How shall J give thee up (v. 8). 1 was 
told once of an old man in a Yorkshire village, whose 
son had been a sore grief tohim. One day a neigh- 
bor inquired how he was doing. ‘‘Oh, very bad!” 
was the answer. ‘‘ He has been drinking again, and 
behaving very rough.”’ ‘‘ Dear, dear!” said the neigh- 
bor, ‘‘if he was my son I would turn him out.” 
** Yes,” returned the father, ‘‘ and so would I if he was 
yours. But, you see he is not yours, he’s mine.”— 
From D. Smith in “Religion and the Modern 
World.” Sent by the Rev. D, A. McKenzie, B.A., 
Churchill, Ont. (4) 


Picking Out Good Men.— 7hey shall come trembling 
as a bird out of Egypt, and as a dove out of the land 
of Assyria; and I will make them to dwell in their 
houses, satth Jehovah (v.11). ‘There goes a man 
who is doing his share toward elevating this old 
world,” said one. ‘‘Some great preacher?” asked 
the other. ‘No, just an everyday, successful busi- 
ness man, but he has the secret of living on the heights 
right in the press of business life. One day I com- 
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limented him upon his ability to pick out such a fine 
ot of men for his office help. He smiled at me a mo- 
ment, seemed to hesitate over the thought in his mind, 
and then spoke it out: ‘Yes, Davis,’ he said quietly, 
‘I have as:fine a lot of helpers as any one ever saw. 
But one of them came straight here from a jail term. 
Another once forged): my name. A third could not 
keep sober for a week whenIfirsttookhim. Oh, you 
need not look alarmed. ‘They are all as straight as 
strings now.... It’s a great game, Davis, a game I 
believe God put us here to play for all it is worth.’ 
Then he went on talking business as if nothing had 
happened. But something fine had a He 
had proved the practicability of servin on 
and in the everyday walks of life."—/From Onward. 
Sent by Stetson K. Ryan, Middleton, Conn. (§) 
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Oriental Lesson Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ND called my son out of Egypt (v. 1). Through 
A the centuries of dispersion and its implied pun- 
ishment of Israel for disobedience, the Jews 
have clung tenaciously and proudly te the position 
divinely assigned to them, ‘‘ Israel is my first-born” 
(Exod. 4: 22). ‘They claim that it was acquired bya 
supreme act of faith and submission when God offered 
the yoke of his law to the seventy nations of the 
earth, and each refused it except Israel. The verse 
is one of those Messianic fulfilments which occur in 
Matthew’s Gospel (2: 15) agreeable to the manner of 
rabbinical thought, but carrying a touch of surprise 
and hesitation to the Gentile mind. (1) 

Yet / taught Ephraim towalk(v.3). Among the 
families of feudal nobility in the East it was custom- 
ary to have a male nurse or foster-father who was 
always with the young child, first carrying him and 
teaching him to walk, and. afterward to ride, shoot, 
etc. 

As they that lift up the yoke on their jaws (Vv. 4). 
‘*The ox knoweth his owner,” and the recognition 
often takes the form of a quiet low of gratitude to the 
man who at the close of the toilsome day removes 
the yoke and places food before the ox. (2) 

Trembling as a bird out of Egypt (v. 11). Birds 
of passage, such as the stork, quail, and pigeon, 
ustially teach ‘Syria exhausted by their long flight. (3) 
_ ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


ERY little is known about Hosea beyond the fact 
that he was a man of the north country, not a 
Judean like Amos. Parts of the book called by 

his name show a love of nature that reminds one of 
the poetry of the Psalms. Let us see a part of the 
north country such as spoke to his listening soul of 
the tireless goodness of God. 

If, for example, we stand on a high ridge between 
two valleys, where our map sets the number 45, and 
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face the east, we have a chance to see with our own 
eyes a landmark which Hosea saw many and many 
a time, Mount Hermon, snowy, even in midsummer. 
At our feet is a most beautiful valley where orchards 
and groves and grain-fields are fresh and green, and 
a river comes bubbling and splashing and sparkling 
down from among hills at its farther side. Hills rise 
above hills, over there beyond the valley; and above 
them all, so high that snowbanks cling to the ravines 
even in July, we see the massive ridge of Hermon 
against the blue sky. It is the **Lebanon” of 
Hosea’s writing. 

Hosea.knew that the smiling fertility of this part of 
the.land was secured by the never-failing water. from 
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Lebanon’s melting snows. He had the seer's gift. 
He knew that the physical fact was symbolic of a 
still greater spiritual fact. Hosea 14: 4-7.) 
And he left his insight as a legacy to us people of 
1915! ‘ 

The ste aph made at point 45 is called ‘‘In 
beautiful Lebanon; outlook east to snowy Mount 
Hermon.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson neg real. Eleven places are described with the 
lessons of this quarter ; cost $1.84. Less than four in one order 
are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern 
slides of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 
50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders 
or twenty-five or more prices are : plain slides, 40 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. Address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 103 Walnut Sireet, 
Philadelphia. s 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, if we could 
not look to thee as Father, how could we bear thy justice ? 
We humble ourselves before thee to-day in deep contrition 
for our waywardness, and with a sincere desire to be as 
little children, just loving thee without question, and giv- 
ing thee joy because of our obedience. Thou hast led us 
up many a steep path. May we not pull away from thee 
and slip down from the gains that we owe to thee and our 
Elder Brother, Jesus Christ. Keep us from falling, we 
pray thee, and may we come into the white light of thy 
throne clean and whole by thy grace and mercy, In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.— Whoever notices little children 


_with any watchfulness at all will find a light in their 


faces that is often gone from the faces of those who 
are older. But next to the light in the face of a little 
child, there is no light so heavenly on the face of this 
earth as the light that shines from the face of an old 
and childlike man or woman who has been led 
through the long journey with joy and victory. There 
are other faces, though, that startle us with the dead 
ness of expression, and the dark look upon the coun- 
tenance. Some of these, when they were just child- 
faces, were as fair and beautiful to look upon as one 
could wish, yet somewhere along the way the light 
was dimmed and flickered .badly-;. then the face took 
on another look, and until from out that darkness 
God led that darkened soul the facecould not be fine 
and fair again. 

In this wonderful lesson God speaks through his 
Prophet in the tenderest way, for he is God and not 
man. If any of us here are feeling just now that we 
have slipped away from the childlikeness that God 
loves, and the God who loves us, may we be quick 
to let him lead us right back, and. to restore the 
shining countenance that shows forth the childlike 
spirit within. We can all be as joyous and free as 
the little children in the primary room, for God 
surely does heal our backslidings. He is God and 
not man. 





1 AM GOD AND NOT MAN 











See the wonderfui history of his dealings with his 
people, as you and I put an outline of it on the board. 
(Draw out from the school what God did for Israel as 
set forth in this lesson, and write the answers on the 
board.) And though they drew away from him, he 
kept caring for them. What a God heis! Shall we 
not trust and obey him fully ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical Psalm 
book “ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 81 : 8-16 
(166 : 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 50 : 1-15 ; 22, 23 
(105 : 1, 2, 14, 15). 
Psalm 95 : I-11 


“God calling yet! shall I not 
hear?"’ 

‘* How you will love him 1" 

** Jesus is tenderly calling thee 
home.”’ 

** Just as I am, without one plea."’ 


‘**O Jesus, thou art standing.”’ (19% : 1-4). 

“© Love that wilt not let me go." Psalm 106 : 6-15 

“ Softly and tenderly Jesus is call- (218 : 1-4). 
ing.”’ Psalm 128 : 1-6 

** There's a pardon full and sweet.”’ (278 : 1, 2). 
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Superintendents will be interested in a little 
book, ‘A Prayer Before the Lesson,” by Philip E. 
Howard, containing nearly one hundred and fifty 
brief prayers. The fate ts fifty cents postpaid 
from The Sunday School Times Company. 
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Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—AIl primary children need and 
expect the Christmas story at the 
Christmas season, It will be wise to 

present that story as the lesson for next 
week, December 19, rather than to consider 
it as ** optional,’’ 

The Scripture material concerning Israel, 
suggested from Hosea and 2 Kings for the 
lessons of December 12 and 19, is so closely 
related that it may well be combined into 
one lesson story for December 12. For 
young children omit the Golden Text for 
December 19 and shorten to-day’s as fol- 
lows: I drew them with bands of love. 

The Scripture portion from Hosea sym- 
bolizes God’s loving interest in Israel, while 
the portion from 2 Kings gives details, and 
the consequences of their repeated turning 
away from God, 

Lesson Teaching.—God’s loving care is 
like that of kind parents. 

Before the Story, —Fred and Frances were 
cunning little babies. Many people came to 
see them because they were twins, They 
looked and acted much alike. When riding 
in their baby carriage, people could hardly 
tell them apart, but their parents could, 
When several months old, they learned to 
sit alone; a little later they learned to 
creep and got over the floor very quickly. 
Some one had to watch lest they got into 
danger. When almost a year old, they 
learned to pull themselves up to stand by a 
chair, It was fun to watch them as they 
began to learn to walk. Sometimes mother 
and father held out a finger of each hand, 
and the babies caught hold and took a few 
steps, holding on very tightly; sometimes a 
broad strong towel was put around each baby 
under the arms, while mother and father or 
grandma held the ends firmly, so that the 
babies couldn’t fall as they toddled about. 
Perhaps some one helped you and me to 
learn to walk that way. 

Before long the babies could walk alone, 
and soon they learned to ran, When a little 
older, they sometimes ran away from the 
path or porch down the street. Mother went 
after them and brought them back many 
times, and tried to teach them of the dan- 
gers. Sometimes she was busy and sent 
some one else after them, Their running 
away was a great trouble to her, and at last 
she felt that she must punish them to help 
them to remember, It was because she 
loved them that she tried to teach them to 
keep out of danger. 

Review, —It was because God loved King 
Uzziah that he sent his priests to tell him to 
stop when he meant to offer incense, which 
was wrong for him to do, Uzziah was angry 
and didn’t mean to stop. Do you remem- 
ber how God punished him? Review last 
Sunday’s story. 


This Week's Lesson Story.—God, the 
Heavenly . Father, loves his children even 
more than parents do. God chose the chil- 
~dren of Israel to be his very own. He was 
sorry for them when they were slaves in 
Egypt and had to work so hard. God sent 
Moses to take them away from Egvpt and to 
lead them to their beautiful Promised Land. 
Not long after they started God gave them 


few of God’ssules : 
gods before mé; Thou shalt not make unto 
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some. rules or commands to teakh them 
to walkin his own way. . We know a 
hou shalt have no®ther 


thee any graven —_ 3; Remember the sab- 
bath day, to keep it holy ; Honor thy father 
and thy mother, 

If they traveled over the sandy desert by 
night, God sent a bright cloud to guide them; 
he gave them food and water and loving 
care, At last they reached the promised 
land, and God gave them new leaders to 
teach them what was right. 

For a while they kept close to God and 
obeyed his-good laws, Then some of them 
ran pe the heathen people, who made and 
worshiped idols, They even offered incense 
to these images, and walked in the ways of 
the heathen, 

The Heavenly Father was grieved ; many, 
many times God sent good ew Samuel, 
Elijah, Elisha, Amos, and others to bring 
them back to walk in God’s good way. 
Again and again these children of Israel ran 
after the heathen, God knew he must pun- 
ish them to help them to remember. He 
sent ‘another ay wae Hosea, to try to bring 
them back with loving messages like these : 
When Israel was a child, I loved him and 
called him out of Egypt; I taught my chil- 
dren to walk, taking them by their arms; I 
held them safe—I drew them with bands of 
love. 

They have left me so many times, and 
have gone after idols, that I must let them 
be carried away and punished in a distant 
country, among strange people. While 
there they may learn to remember me, 
Some of them will learn to walk after the 
Lord, 

God was so sorry to let them go that he 
said, How shall I give thee up? 

They would not listen to Hosea, nor obey, 
nor come back to God’s way, so the army of 
the Assyrians came and carried them away to 
a distant land, where they lived as captives, 

Hand-work.—W rite, on the lesson folder, 
Help us to obey, or, We ought to obey God. 


CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


OSEA, ‘like Amos, was not a prophet 
trained in the school of the prophets, 
but was a layman called by God to 

give a distinct message to Israel that God 
loved them. Hosea was of the Northern 
kingdom, so it was to his own people that 
God sent him. 

We know little about Hosea other than 
that he had a very sad home life. He was 
gentle, frank, and affectionate. He had a 
deep, loving nature which reveled in home. 
When a young man he had married a girl 
unworthy of him. He loved her truly. (1) 

After two sons and a daughter were 
born she deserted him. Lured by the licen- 
tiousness about her she fell into the lowest 
existence, finally being carried off a slave. 
Through it all Hosea was true to her. Still 
loving her tenderly, he tried to reclaim her 
from her wretched state of sin and win her 
back to a true, happy family life. But she 
would not, (2) 

This experience of Hosea’s helped him to 
understand God’s heart of love as he yearned 
for wayward Israel to come home to him. 
God frequently used marriage to symbolize 
his relation to Israel, In its perfection, 
marriage is the truest, deepest, holiest love 
between two persons, ‘* As the bridegroom 
rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God re- 
joice over thee ’’ (Isa, 62:5). ‘*For Iam 
a husband unto you’’ (Jer. 3 : 14). (3) 

God had been true to his bride—the Jews. 
He had loved them ; he had protected them ; 
he had lavished all upon them, But they 
left him to go after other gods 5 they had 
disobeyed his laws. Like Hosea’s wife, they 
nad broken their marriage vows and had fal- 
len into slavezy, sin and shame, (4) 

Read the historical account of the times 
in 2 Kings 15-17, which reveals the fright- 
fully iniquitous and unsettled condition of 
Israel, It was a golden age no longer. 
Their sun was setting under a dark and 
heavy cloud. The kingdom of Israel was fast 
hastening to its fall and captivity by Assyria. 

It was God who had made their fields and 
orchards to be fruitful. It was God who had 
increased their flocksand herds. It was God 
who had subdued their enemies. It was God 
who had lavished upon them every good 
thing which they enjoyed. He only longed 





to prospet and to biess them, but they turned 
against him. He longed for some response 
from their hearts, but they. gave none. 
stead, they eagerly sought after and followed 
the geds of the heathen. 

God had reasoned and pleaded with them, 
but in vain. He had warned and threatened 
them, but to no avail. He can say and do 
no more. With breaking heart he bids Ho- 
sea tell them that he loves —_ 

Mr. S. D. Gordon has helped many to 
more fully realize the love of God by means 
of five human love relations. (§) 

1. Think of the kindest and best father you 
have ever known, He spends his strength 
in working for his child; he plans for her 
welfare; he protects her from harm; he 
showers upon her every good thing which 
he can provide. Far greater is our heavenly 
Father’s love and care (Matt. 7:11). His 
will for us is as this father’s will for the dar- 
ling of his heart. 

2. The Bible is full of mother talk (Isa. 
66:13; Matt. 23: 37) The mother in 
agony and pain gladly endures for her child ; 
she watches tenderly through weary, slee 
lmss nights. See her bending over the cri 
brooding over her child to see if there be 
anything she has left undone dar its comfoit. 
God’s love is greater far for than is this 
mother’s for the darling of her heart. 

3. A friend is one who loves you for your 
sake only; who keeps on loving you no mat- 
ter what befali; who understands when oth- 
ers misunderstand ; who tells you of your 
faults when others flatter. God called Abra- 
ham his friend. When are we his friends ? 
oe 15:14.) Think of the truest and 

earest friend you have ever known, then re- 
member God’s love for you far exceeds that 
friend’s. 

4. Then there is the lover. She becomes 
the. new pivot about which all the world 
swings for him. He lives for her pleasure, 
ready to suffer, endure, or even die for her 
sake. God is a sweetheart, a lover. ‘*I 
will betroth thee unto me for ever ’’ (Hos. 
2: 109). om lover of my soul, let me to 
thy bosom fly.’’ God is the devoted lover to 
you his betrothed. 

5. Perhaps more than father, mother, 
friend or lover God’s love is. like that of a 
true husband.’ The husband labors for and 
provides like the father for his chosen one, 
the pride of his heart; he has the pa- 
tient, tender, enduring sympathy of the 
mother ; he is the true, loyal, constant friend ; 
he lavishes upon her the unswerving love and 
devotion of a lover. But more, he takes her 

— his life and they share life together. 
They meet its problems, its joys, and it 
sorrows hand in hand. Their lives have 
been joined; they are one, There had 
been two wills but there is now one purpose, 

Think of the truest and most devoted of 
husbands, and then hear God try to help us 
understand his love by saying, ‘*I am mar- 
ried unto you.” ‘* For thy Maker is thy hus- 
band ; Jehovah of hosts is his name.’’ (Isa. 
54:5) (6) 

A small boy and his father were out walking. 
As they walked they were talking of God’s 
love for us. They came toa knoll where the 
land stretched far on every side. Extending 
his hand toward the east, then the north, west 
and south the father said, ** Son, God’s love 
is as big as all this,” * Then, ” said the 
boy, ‘‘ we must be in the middle of it,” 

There was once a child who was feeble- 
minded, She was not bright like other girls. 
She could not be taught anything. For 
twenty years that mother had cared for her 
as if she were a baby. She had bathed 
and dressed and fed her, She had sacrified 
and endured for her these years, yet without 
amurmur. Not long ago, with tears in her 
eyes, she said, ‘‘ Oh, if she only knew me, if 
only by a smile she would show me that she 
knew I was her mother.’? So God had been | 
caring for Israel these many years, but they | 
gave him no sign that they knew him. (7) 

Girls, can’t we trust our lives to a God who | 
loves and who cares like this? Let’s look 
up into his face and tell him that we are 
ready to quit sinning and are ready to love 
him. 


For Next Week's Lesson 


Why was Christ not born at Nazareth, 
Mary’s home, instead of at Bethlehem ? 

What necessitated Mary’s visit to Beth- 
iehem ? 

Describe the 
Christ was born ? 

In what ways does the world at large 
recognize the birth of Jesus? 

What three lessons can we learn from the 
shepherds ? 


kind of stable in which 
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What in connection with the birth of 
Christ proves his deity ? 
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Pucker’s ‘“‘Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


NCE upon a time there was a little girl 
who told her mother she loved Jesus, 
he was so kind and loving, but she 

hated God, he was so cross. Mr, Mason 
told us that story last Sunday, and said that 
was the mistake most people make when 
they think of the God of the Old Testament: : 
And some people in Old Testament times: 
made that mistake. (1) 

Hosea was one of the few Old Testament 
people who understood God’s love. 

Fred Keller, the minister’s boy, had the 
question about who Hosea was, and what 
his book was about. He got his: father to. 
post him up. According to his account 
Hosea was a prophet in the Northern King-. 
dom some time after Amos. The way he 
came to be a prophet was this: Mrs. Hosea’ 
ran away from her husband and children, 
and got to be real bad. But Hosea loved 
her so much, in spite of the way she had 
treated him, that he won her back, and for- 
gave her everything. Then God hel ped him 
to.see that if human love could do Chat the 
Heavenly Father’s love must be even more 
tender and merciful toward his people when 
they sin. So Hosea preached that to the 
people in Israel to get them to repent, and 
afterward it was written down for us. (2) 

Here we stopped to look at the lessoa 
picture, 1 a view of the country where Hosea 
lived, with Mt. Hermon in the background. 
It looks some like the “Rocky Mountains. 

Teacher called on me next, and I ex- 
plained that verse f meant the time when 
God sent Moses to lead the children of Is- 
rael out of slavery in pt. 

Carl said verse 3 told that God had led the 
nation along as tenderly as a nurse holds up 
a baby while it learns to walk, 

Bulldog said his verse was even better 
than that, God had been as good to Israel 
as a tender-hearted farmer who takes the 
heavy yoke off his oxen at noon so they can 
eat better. 

‘The trouble was the people didn’t appre- 
ciate God’s love. Bumps showed where 
they went back on him in verse 2, and were 
just bound to go that way (v. 7). 

Mr. Mason said other chapters in the 
book described their unfaithfulness even 
more clearly, They were worse to God 





than Hosea’s wife was to him. 


**God was too good to them,’’ declared 
Bulldog, But teacher said it was rather that 
they didn’t return God’s love. He thinks 
it’s awful mean for a boy who has a kind, 
loving father and mother to take advantage 
of their love and be all the time trying to get 
around them. He said a boy that will diso- 
bey his father or his teacher just because he 
knows he can get off afterward is mean and 
selfish, and utterly unworthy of their love. (3) 

He believes it’s even worse when we take 
advantage of God’s love. When a boy de- 
cides to do wrong because he knows God 
will forgive him, that’s presuming on God’s 

1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” 


page 718 in 
this issue. 
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mercy, and is a worse sin than the wrong 
thing he does, Mr, Mason says when. we 
are Tempted to say: ** Ob, well, God wiil 
forgive us afterward,’’ we ought to remem- 
ber that our forgiveness was bought with the 
precious blood of Christ, and that when we 
sin a- purpose it’s almost like crucifying Christ 
over again. 

Fatty wasn’t there this Sunday to tell 
.what punishment God pronounced on the 
Israelites. He played hookey, I guess. 
Teacher appointed Bumps and me to hunt 
him up this afternoon, ‘Then we all tried to 
find the answer to his question. 

We located it finally in verses 5 ‘and 6. 
They were to be conquered by the Assy- 
rians. . Mr, Mason told how it came true a 
while after this, and they were carried away 
as prisoners, 

Bert’s question was the last; about God’s 
attitude in the closing paragraph. He ex- 
plained that God loved them so he just 
couldn’t hardly bear to punish them, and he 
would bring them back home again if they 
would let him. 

Mr. Mason said they never did all repent 
and come home, but God was always longing 
to receive them back, like the father of the 
prodigal son. 

‘«If God was so awful loving, how could 
he punish them so,”’ blurted out Bulldog, (4) 

‘* He punished them because he was lov- 
ing,’? answered teacher, 

To illustrate that he told about a fellow he 
knew who got in the habit of teasing his 
sister. lis mother told him over and over 
he must stop it, but he kept right on till she 
finally made him stay in his room for three 
days, except when he was at school. 

‘‘Did she punish him because she was 
mean ?’? asked Mr. Mason. 

‘*She wasn’t mean,’? declared Bulldog. 
‘*She couldn’t let any gne: pick on her little 

isi, * 
ns And.she didn’t want her boy to grow up 
a bully,’? added Fred. 

Then teacher explained that God’s pun- 
ishments are like that. ‘* Whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth,’’ he quoted: from He- 
brews 12.36. He loves us too much to let 
us go.on in-sin if-he can ‘stop us, and if any 
one is just bound jte obey Satan: at last'God 
will shut him away forever, so he can’t spoil 
heaven for the rest of us. That proves God’s 
love almost as much as does the sending of 
his Son to die for our sins.- (§) 

‘*Maybe the Israelites: didn’t repent be- 
cause ‘they were ashamed to after the way 
they had treated God,’’ suggested Carl. 

Then teacher explained that while we 
must not let ourselves sin just because God 
will forgive, neither should we hesitate to 
ask God’s forgiveness when we have fallen 
into sin. God is more anxious to forgive us 
than our own mothers would be. ‘‘If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness ’? (1 John I : 9). 

Next Sunday being so near Christmas we 
are going to have a. double lesson. I have 
to finish my chart of the kings, Fred is to 
write a five-minute essay on what became of 
Israel, Bert has to write a fiveeminute essay 
on what became of Judah. Carl’s five- 
minute essay is on how these historical 
events prepared for the coming of Christ. 
Bulldog has to tell the story about the shep- 
herds when Jesus was born. Fatty is to give 
the story about the Wise-men, And Bumps’ 
question is, How did Jesus come to be born 
at Bethlehem ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 


Points. 
God is loving and merciful. 
God's mercy not to be abused. 
God's love the cause of his punishments. 
Pardon always ready for the sinner. 


Beginning. 
Story of girl who hated God. 


Questions. 


Who was Hosea, and what was his message ? 
(Show lesson piciure.) 

What does verse 1 refer to? 

What does verse 3 compare God with ? 

What does verse 4 mean ? 

What was the people's sin? 

In what way can we take a wrong advantage 
of God's love ? 

What punishment did God pronounce on 
Israel? 


What was God's attitude in the closing para- | 


graph ? 

How could a loving God punish them so? 
(Illustrate by storv.) 

What should we do when we have sinned ? 
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| Children at Home 





Mothers—Two Kinds 
By Flossy Crannell Means 


T WAS such a very cold night, coming 
in the early autumn, too, that they were 
sure the new bunnies would take a 

dreadful cold, 

**Just think,” said Esther, ‘what would 
happen to Baby Eleanor if ske should be 
sleeping in a house with its whole side wall 
taken out, and just wire ’stead of windows— 
and ’thout any clothes on, either.” 

*¢But rabbits’ skins ave their clothes,” 
Ruth answered wisely, ‘Their mamma 
‘got a little rabbit skin to wrap her baby 
bunnies in,’ ”’ she added, and the girls both 
giggled. 

‘They soon grew serious again, for the 
wind that blew in through the open window 
of their bedroom had a touch of Jack Frost 
in it, and as they snuggled down under 
their warm bed-clothes they could not for- 
get those new little baby rabbits. The bun- 
nies had been born just .that morning, and 
father had brought one of them in to show 
the girls, who had been sick in the house 
all day. Such a dear, soft little thing it was, 
lying there in father’s hand, its little nose 
quivering and its little body trembling. Such 
a wee, wee thing! Why, it wouldn’t take 
more than a breath to blow it away, Ruth 
thought. They loved all their pets dearly, 
and they had a great many to love: two cats, 
three kittens, the pretty fawn-colored Bel- 
gian hares, and can you guess what else? 
Three rats! But just now they could think 
of nothing but Mrs. Hare’s babies. And 
they thought so Jong and so hard that by and 
by they forgot that it was night-time, with 
the moon shining in the sky instead of the 
cheery sun; and they forgot, too, that mother 
had told them not to run out of doors alone 
in the evening. ‘‘I know those poor bun- 
nies will all die unless. some one goes to 
take care.of; them,’’ sobbed Esther, as she 
jumped out of bed and thrust her feet into 
her little fur-trimmed slippers... And almost 
before you could say it, they had unlatched 
the kitchen door, and were out in the silent 
night, their kimonos about them, and in 
their hands the fuzzy blankets from their 
dolls’ crib, ‘* We’ll cover them all up 
warm !’’ whispered Ruth, 

It was almost as light as day, for the moon 
shone brightly, and when the little girls 
reached the rabbit house they could quite 
plainly see the mother rabbit lying asleep. 
But where were her children? ‘There, in 
the corner beside her, was a close-huddled 
little heap, all nicely covered with what 
looked like a soft little wool blanket! ‘The 
girls gasped, and stared again; there was 
certainly no need for their dolls’ coverlets. 
And then, because it was lonely, and the 
yard looked queer and shadowy and still in 
the night-time, and not like their own back- 
yard at all; and because they were just 
two very small giris, they turned and scur- 
ried into the house again. 

Next thing they knew, it was morning, 
and the happening of the night before seemed 
like a strange dream that they had somehow 
dreamed together.. It was a very busy day 
for mother: Mrs. Jones, who lived next 
door, was ill, and mother hurried to and fro all 
day, caring for her own family and Mrs, 
Jones’ little children, too. And so bedtime 
came without their telling mother at all. 

But when they woke next morning they 
remembered! They were so hoarse that 
mother had to wrap their throats in flannel, 
and give them bad-tasting medicine. 

‘*How do you suppose they took such 
dreadful colds?” she asked father anxiously 
at the breakfast table. ‘‘I can’t imagine 
when it happened.’’ 

That was what made Ruth and Esther re- 
member again! And since they were truth- 
ful little girls, even if they did sometimes 
forget what they were bidden, they told 
mother at once all about the adventure. 
Mother looked sad and grave when she 
| heard of their disobedience; but she said 
| she would not punish them: their colds 
| were quite punishment enough. 
| After they had talked it all over, and were 
| happy again, Ruth remembered to ask about 
| that strange blanket they had seen tucked 





| around the baby bunnies. 


( Continued on next page) 
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“How I Won 100 
to Puffed Rice” 


Some months ago we asked users of Puffed Rice to tell us how 
best to win others. One woman answers this way : 
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"Invite in the children to Sunday suppers, 
and serve them Puffed Grains in milk. I did that 
this summer in my country home, and it won them 
all. I think I created 100 new users." 


That is a sure way. One breakfast of Puffed Rice with cream will 
win all the children who taste it. Or one supper of Puffed Wheat in milk. 


Have One Puffed Grain Day 


So we now urge this, for the sake of all concerned: Get one pack- 
age of one Puffed Grain. Serve it as a breakfast cereal, or mixed with 
the morning fruit. Salt some grains or douse with melted butter for the 
children after school. And at night serve in bowls of milk. 


Let your folks see these toasted whole-grain bubbles. Let them 
feel their fragile crispness. Let them taste their flavor—much like 
toasted nuts. You will find that you've established forever in your 
home a new kind of food and confection. And these tit-bits will reign 
at a thousand meals, to everyone's delight. 
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Puffed Wheat, 12c 
Puffed Rice, 15c 


Except in Extreme West 











Bear in mind that Puffed Grains, though, are not mere cereal 
bonbons. They were invented by a great food expert—Prof. A. P. 
Anderson. And they have solved a problem never solved before. 


Every food cell is blasted by steam explosion. So every atom of 
the whole grain feeds. Every element is made completely available. 
Ordinary cooking can’t do that. It breaks up but part of the granules. 


Every mother may well be glad if her children lear to revel in 
Puffed Grains. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
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THE PUBLISHERS ANNOUNCE THE 
SECOND EDITION OF . 


THE FIRST INDIA PAPER 


Holman Self- 





IndiaPaper F 
Bible eens 





Two Bindings: 
Roan Calf and Turkey Morocco 


Ask your Bookseller. Jj os mand to su, 
write to the Pgitne lishe: vy 


A.J. Holman Co, Phila..Pa, 


Oldest American Bible Publishers . 
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‘READY 


Fortyv-See ond 
Writtle 

No other publication 
begins to turntish the 


inspiration, tastruction 


ormat lor 


Schonl 


Sundays 


PRICE $i 


WILDE 


Ni $1.15 DELIVERED 


COMPANY 








‘ ” 
“‘Iilustra.ed Bible Readings” *o°p'<s 
school chapel and homes. Suitable for Christmas gift 
> oung and old. 76 ‘Tissot pictures in colors; cloth 

., $x postp'd. Edited by W. F, Crafts, endorsed 
& nion Toeuualtene. Address, Bivie Commission, 
206 Pennsylvania Avenue S. E., Washington, D.C, 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA. 
Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


U nder Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
ev acres; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. JW, Hurley, Mgr, 

















A Book that Breathes 


A Little Shepherd of 
"Bethleben 


ANNIE tnusinuii SLOSSON 


Mrs. Siosson has written many New 
England stories that have found a place 
among our distinctively American literary 
treasures in the appreciative estimate of 
both British and American readers and 
critics. Imagination and sympathy, a 
complete understanding of her New ing. 
land material, and the punts of pathos 
and beauty disclosed in the character of 
some who are ‘‘just different from other 
folks,""—all have given Mrs. Slosson's 
stories a place quite by themselves. 

This story, a Christmas blessing to any 
one who reads it, is appropriately offered 
in artistic book-form especially suitable 
for a Christmas gift, with a frontispiece by 
Charles Stephens. 


Price, 50 cents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
rog3r Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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Children at Home 


(Continued from preceding page) 


** Did the fairies bring it, Mamma?’’ she 
asked eagerly. 

Mother laughed. ‘+ No, not fairies,’’ she 
said, ** but their own careful mother! Many 
Belgian hares, many, but not all, wrap their 
little new children in just that way.’’ 

** But where do. they get the blanket ?’’ 
cried Ruth, 

‘¢ The mother plucks on fur from her own 
breast; when you go outdoors again you 
will see thet Mrs, Ha are’s pretty coat is very 


shabby now; and she pats and pats the fur 
together with her feet until it finally forms 
the dainty blanket that you saw. And every 


night, while they are small, she tucks it 
warmly about her babies.’’ 

“Oh, Mamma! Isn’t that 
they cried. 

**Indeed it is wonderful. But there’s 
another wonderful thing that Mrs. Hare 
does with her coverlet. Each mornjng 
she folds it neatly togethet once, and then 
again, ont ashes it into a corner !’’ 

ed soberiy out of the window 
nad het mother had gone about her work 
once more, Her throat was very sore, and 
her cough was very hard. 

** Well,” she said at last, ‘I guess 
Mother Bunnies know better’n anybody else 
just how to keep their children from catch- 
ing cold; and [ guess Mother Ladies do, 
too !’* 


DENVER, COoLo. 


wonderful ? ’” 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








ECENTLY I attended a church service 
in Glasgow, Scotland, at which the pre- 
siding minister suggested that there 

should bea season for testimony to the saving 
power of divine’ grace. Advantage of this op- 
portunity was taken by several whose stories 
were brimful of interest. One which gripped 
my own heart was that of an elderly man who 
told how he had been converted to Christ 
over fifteen years before, through the death of 
his daughter, who was but fourteen years of 

age. At that time the Spirit’of God con- 
victed him of having neglected to care for 
the soul of his child, and although he had 
done all else for her that a father could do, 
there had been no recognition of God in the 
home, and no effort whatever made to make 
eternal things real to the family. 

The death of his girl without, so far as he 
knew, any knowledge of God, drove him in 
his deep distress and need to seek mercy at 
the Cross. ‘This he found, and was able 
now to praise God for his salvation. 

But what a haunting memory that he 
should have permitted his daughter to live 
and die without ever attempting to guide her 
feet into the-way of peace! Whatever the 
joy of that father’s heart, thai uiemory will 

never be effaced. The recognition of God 
in the home is pregnant with possibilities of 
lasting good to the family circle. 





December 6 to 12 

—Hosea 1! : 1-11. 

Jehovah Yearns over Backsliding Israel. 
The whole chapter is ‘* God’s- lament for 
Israel.”’ How tenderly the Lord yearns for 
those who have gone out of the way. Such 
sorrow over a backsliding people is a revela- 
tion of the heart of God. Jesus Christ him- 
self was moved to tears over sinful Jerusa- 
lem, and the fiow of his compassion is not 
yet staved, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : 


Pray for the many 


young menwho are literally pouring into 


the United States, Specially remember those 
brought up under godly influence and 
trained by parents who know the Lord. 
Pray that such may be kept from the evils 
of this great country, and that those who 
have fallen before.temptation may be re- 
stored. 

Tues.—Jer. 2: 1-13. Love and Apostasy. 

In verse 4 there is surely an invitation to 
the members of our households. Is the time 
not ripe for some of them to yield themselves 
to Christ? If any among us have back- 
slidden,from God, let us now return to him, 
for with him alone are peace and blessing. 
To obey is to be blesséd ; to disobey is to be 
‘¢-cut off.” 

PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Pray carnestly 
and: persistently fora revival of religion 


throughout the land. The indifference o 

the masses to the claims of Christ is rd | 
equaled by the indifference of the churches 
to the spiritual condition of the masses, and 
both alike are heartrending in their sadness. 


Wed.—Jer. 3: 11-18. 
‘ement to Repentance. 

I remember hearing an evangelist in Scot- 
land say on one occasion, when making an 
appeal for wanderers to return to the Lord, 
that ‘*God had no stones to cast at any of 
us.”? I have never forgotten that remark, 
and it is akin to the words of verse 12, ** Re- 
turn, . . . I will not look in anger upon 
you.”’ How loving is our Lord! 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray constantly 
and believingly that the world-wide war may 
soon come to a close. The sorrow created by 
it is unthinkable, and the ruin to the na- 
tions involved beyond repair for generations 
fo come, Pray for the persecuted Arme- 
nians. They are at the mercy of a relent- 
less foe. 


Thurs.—Isa. 122-9. A Sinful Nation. 

Primarily the charge is against Israel, but 
it touches us all, The majority of men and 
women go through life without ever thinking 
seriously of God. It is true what an old 
Puritan said, ‘Sin is a silly thing.’’ There 
is a stupidity about godlessness which ought 
to make sensible people shun it. Let not 
the ‘‘ox’”’ outstrip us in gratitude, 

PRAYER SuGGestions: Zhe Laymen’s 
Missionary Convention is being held in 
Toledo, Ohio, where the Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times speaks on the victorious 
life. Pray for him, that through him God 
will show men the victory that they have not 
had, and how they may receive Christ in all 
his fulness. 


Fri. - Isa. 35 : 1-10. Glorious Restoration, 

The prophet was granted on more than 
one occasion a vision of the glorious restora- 
tion of Israel. ‘This was no doubt in order 
to encourage and cheer him. This chapter 
is not all poetry ; it points to a time of un- 
paralleled blessing which shall actually take 
place when our Lord comes a second time. 

PRAYER SucGceEstions: Of, that Lsrael 
might be saved.> There is a peculiar bless- 
ing bound up with prayer for the ** peace of 
Jerusalem.’’ The Psalmist tells us ** they 
that love thee shall prasper.”” Pray for the 
Jews in the great American cities; for the 
missionaries and Christian teachers who 
labor amongst them, and that by means of 
the sacred “Scriptures their eyes. may be 
opened to see Christ as their Messiah. 

Matt. 23 : 29-39. 
Lament Over Backsliding Jerusalem, 

Here we have the ‘ parting wail of re- 
jected love.’’ Our Lord would fain have 
fondled and defended his people by his love, 
but liis efforts appear to have been toiled by 
their unbelief and waywardness, The plead- 
ing of such love as Christ’s ceases at last, 
and that act constitutes the saddest punish- 
ment of sinners. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for those in 
your own family whose hearts may have 
been at some lime moved by the appeal of the 
gospel, but who as yet have not yielded to the 
Saviour. Pray that their goodness may not 
be as the morning cloud which cppears for a 
little and then vanishes. Pray, too, for 
those within the circle of your friendship 
who are hesitating and halting regarding 
the things of God. 


Sun.— Matt. 11: 20: 30. Jesus the Giver of Rest. 

The angels have no burdens, and there- 
fore the words of our lesson are not for 
them, . "There are evil spirits sinking ever- 
lastingly beneath the load of guilt ‘and for 
whom there is no hope; the words are not 
for them. They are for those whose burden 
ofsin makes their pilgrimage painful. ‘* Come 
unto me,’’ says Jesus, ‘‘and you shall have 
rest of conscience, mind, and heart.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prav that the day 
may be one of salvation to hundreds and 
thousands of precious souls. Think of all 
the gospel preached in this land on one 
Lora’s Day with apparently so little return 
for it. Yet the Lord tells us his word shall 
not return void. Oh, for faith to believe in 
his power to bring things to pass. 
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Christmas. 
Services 


The Rodeheaver Kind 


Christmas. services. that are bright and 
snappy—that you will enjoy preparing 
and which your audience will enjoy hear- 
ing. ‘Three new ones, and among them 
is just the one for your school. 


Peace on Earth _ 
The Heavenly King 
The Star of Light 


POPULAR PRICES: 


If your.Sunday School is not using our. 
great new song book, — - 


“ Songs for Service ” 


send at once for a copy for free 15-da 
examination. A wonderfully fine book 
in every respect. Printed in both round 
and shaped notes. 


THE RODEHEAVER co. 


077 Monon [ae 
S27 Lippincott Building, ~ Phitsde 


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


Our package of samples containing. 
services and a new Story and Song 














three new carol 
rvice offers an 


unequaled variety for selection. 
Sunday School Saperintendente, pastors, 
and Chairmen of Music Committees will 


FREE get samplés by return mail on request. 


265 W. 36th Street, New York 
Tullar-Meredith Co. 14 W. Washington St., Chicago 
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Communion 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitar 


The individual com- 
munion service per- 
mits an im 















We make the fi uality of 
beautiful. polished, tars and SENT FOR TRIAL 
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SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., 7th St., Rochester, N.Y. 














THE BEST WAY 
THE USE OF THE IND/V/DUAL 
eeweeet LUIIMNUNION SERVICE HAs ine 
CREAS EQ THE ATTENOANLE AT THE 
4ORO5 SUPPER IN THOUSANDS 
m OF CHURCHES. IT Wilt 00 50 FOR 
YOUR CNUARCH Seng FOR 15 
TAATEDS @A'ITE & 
DUAL COMMUNION guawson co 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street 
Address Dept. B 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Ltd., 23 Park Place, Northville, Mich 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


approyal. Factory prices and easy 
terms. —— for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano &OrganCo.,Dept.T, 
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$1,000 PRIZE BOOK ON CHRISTIAN UNITY 


The Union of 
Christian Forces in America 


By Robert A. Ashworth, 12mo. 75 cents net; by mail, 85 cents. 
An impressive picture of the expense and waste in Christian work caused by 
the rivalry of denominations. The point of view is not that of the mere 
scholar or student of affairs, but of the practical worker who is himself con- 
tributing toward the result which he sets forth. 


My Life With a Pat of Butter 


By Lioyd Logan. Printed intwocolors. 25 cents net. 
A true picture of how a woman triumphed over circumstances... This ae rane 4 
told story of country life won, in competition with 3500 others, a-prize of two 
hundred dollars, offered by The Ladies’ Home Journal. The author has 
enlarged it for publication in this form. 











TWO PRIZE BOOKS ON AMUSEMENTS. 
Character Through Recreation 


By Howard P. Young. temo. 75 cents met; by mail, 85 
cents. 
This book gained a prize of $600 for an up-to-date treatment of the question 
of amusements as related to Christian life, both social and individual. It 
points out the relation of the Church to amusements, and the responsibility 
of parents in connection with them. 


Laughter and Life 


By Robert Whitaker. 12mo. 65 cents net; by mail, 73 
cents. 
A prize book dealing with the problem of amusements. This treatment 
of the amusement question is entirely distinct from ‘‘Character Through 
Recreation.” The two books supplement, but in-no way overlap, each 
other, 


A _ HANDSOME AND WORTH-WHILE GIFT 





Women Who Have Ennobled Life 


By Lillian Whiting, Author of ‘‘The World Beautiful,” ‘‘The Lure of London.” Gilt top, boxed. Price, $1.50 met; by mail, $1.70. 
In this volume Miss Whiting writes of some of the leading women of the nineteenth century, as: Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Mary Lyon, Harriet Beecher 


Stowe, Frances E. Willard, Julia Ward Howe, Mary A. Livermore, Louisa May Alcott, Margaret Fuller and Harriet Hosmer. 


he volume is illustrated 


from photographs especially collected by the author. Richly stamped in gold and royal purple ink on delicate purple cloth, 


An Everyday Fairy 


By Laura Tallmadge Haskell. Bound incloth. Price, 50 cents net; 
by mail, 58 cents. 
*A delightful book for girls!” is the exclamation of every one who has read 
it. It is just the kind of reading parents should want their eight- to twelve- 
year-old daughters to have. There is so much to attract children away from 
what is good for them, that it is refreshing to read the story of an active, 
energetic child whose bent is toward the best things in life. 


Old Testament Stories 


20 volumes, each 16 pages and cover. Published at § cents each, or 
20 books for $1.00. Excellent for rewards. 
These Old Testament stories give the story of the leaders and heroes of the 
Old Testament. They are true to the letter and spirit of the Bible, and give 
Bible history in a form interesting to young people, and to those who are 
older. Each book has at least one illustration; some two. The very best 
illustrations, principally by modern artists, are used. 


THESE BOOKS CAN BE HAD FROM ANY BOOKSELLER 





AMERICAN SUNDAY=SCHOOL UNION (the union press) 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 
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A White Gifts Christmas for Your School? 


The celebration that brings the best and happiest results 








‘‘ What shall we give our pupils for Christmas?” is a question discussed in Notes 

on Open Letters, page 710. The best answer to that question—a revolutionary 

answer—can be given only by the scHfools that have had a real White Gifts Christ- 

mas. Articles giving the testimony of such schools have been published in the issues 

of October 23, November 6, and November 13. Do not fail to read the thrilling story 

‘*When 5,000 Armenians Dared to Defy the Turk” (pages 711 and 712 of this issue), 
and the White Gifts suggestion that is made in connection with it.1 


HE Sunday-school of the Church of the Redeemer, 

Hoopeston, Illinois, began using the ‘‘ White 

Gifts for the King’’ idea three years ago. Each 

of the past two seasons has seen the central idea elab- 

orated to quite an extent, until a most impressive giv- 

ing service has been worked out, and one that for- 

bids any thought of a return to the old idea of a re- 
ceiving Christmas. 

The service for 1913 was held two days before 
Christmas. ‘The first portion of Lew Wallace's ‘‘ Ben 
Hur’’ was utilized to give a basis for the evening's 
work. Ina couple of hours’ preparation it was pos- 
sible to make out from this source an abbreviated 
script’ of some two thousand words, in which was pic- 
tured the meeting of the three Wise-men on the des- 
ert, their account to each other of the wonderful star 
which each had seen, and their journey together from 
this point in the desert to Bethlehem, where the 
mother and child were found. Three individuals 
garbed in Oriental costume represented the Wise- 
men. As the pastor read the script in question—the 
organist meanwhile playing a soft obligato—the Wise- 
men carried out the story in pantomime. A brief 
synopsis of the two scenes Sllows . 


ScENE I—TuHE DEsERT. 
Short prologue descriptive of appearance of the lone Wise- 
man with whom the story opens. 
Entry of ‘first Wise-man from rear of auditorium. The 
reading ceased as he slowly came down the aisle, 
pausing now and then to shade his eyes and scan the 


far distance. During this the organ continued its soft 
music, ‘ 

Reading was then continued briefly until the second Wise- 
man made his appearance in the rear. Reading ceased 
as he came down the aisle in manner similar to the 
first. 


The two Wise-men met in front and embraced in Oriental 
fashion. 


The third Wise-man entered the same way, and when all 
three had greeted each other they sat upon the floor, 
and each told the other two of his strange vision of a 
star and his journey to find the other two. (The 
pastor, of course, read this, and as he read the Wise- 
men made appropriate gestures. ) 


After this the three arose to depart. The story at this 
point told how night had come. Auditorium lights 
were turned out slowly, and as the place was left in 
absolute darkness a brilliant, illuminated star burst 
forth, giving a closing tableau of the Wise-men watch- 
ing the star. 


ScengE II—BETHLEHEM. 


Auditorium was in darkness save for light of the big star. 
As an appropriate solo was sung descriptive of the 
Star of Bethlehem, the Wise-men entered from the 
rear following the star, 


As music stopped, the story told of the conference of the 





1 The White Gifts Christmas plan is fully described in a sample 
outfit that may be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. at 25 
cents. It contains Mrs. Phoebe A. Curtiss’ famous little book, *‘ White 
Gifts for the King,” two 16-page services with music, and other sup- 
plies and explanatory leaflets. 


three before the inn at Bethlehem. (The door was 
represented by large screens concealing a manger). 
As these were removed a strong light was thrown 
upon the manger— 

Revealing a mother with infant child seated before it. The 
Wise-men knelt, offering theif gifts, this being the 
closing tableau. 

Much depends in this presentation upon securing 
*¢ Wise-men’’ who will thoroughly enter into the spirit 
of this scene, which is more impressive than the de- 
scription perhaps conveys. 

The costumes are easily fashioned at home, using 
as models any of the Tissot paintings or other scrip- 
tural scenes in which individuals are shown. Striking 
sashes and head kerchiefs lend a bit of color that is 
pleasing. Beards are easily made by using lamb's- 
wool upon a wire frame, The wool can be obtained 
at drug-stores, 

Following this bit of sacred story pictured in this 
way and interspersed with appropriate Christmas 
music by the choir the gifts were brought forward by 
classes and handed to the pastor or superintendent. 
He in turn told the audience the contents of each 
package and gave it to one of the Wise-men, who 
placed it in front of the manger. 

There has been no difficulty in getting the scholars 
to bring gifts at these services. Their offerings con- 
sist of food, clothing, money, orders for fuel or gro- 
ceries, and often toys from the infant classes. Al- 
though this is one of the smaller schools in a 
community of 5,000 people the money value of the 
articles given has ranged. between one and two hun- 
dred dollars each year. Distribution to needy families 
is made on the day following the service, which is 
always held two days before Christmas. This brings 
the gifts into the homes of the poor on the afternoon 
before Christmas day. 

From the very inauguration of this plan the teachers 
have been requested to give no presents whatever to 
their pupils, either openly at the church or by sending 
them to the homes. We felt that a giving Christmas 
should be such in every way. The members have 
taken kindly to the idea, and there is no candy or 
anything else distributed to them at that or any other 
time. It is all géving ; absolutely no recetving. And 
the results have in every way justified our attitude: — 
Orin Crooker, Hoopeston, lil. 








724° 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





| HOLIDAY HELPS 





1916 Ch ALOG of Capteiaes Gitte ans Sunes Senn: Betas. AF 
illustrated. 112 pages. WRITE FOR IT NOW. 





No. 20. Christmas Booklets. Ten for 45c. postpaid. Each 
has a beautiful floral design in colors embossed on cover. Fight 
inside pages contain verse and color illustrations throughout. 
Aver, size, 34x2% ins. 

No, 100. Christmas Leaflets. 20 for 28c. postpaid. 20 
envelopes to match, + extra. Cover designs richly colored 
and heavily embossed. Four inside pages with Christmas mes- 
sage. ‘Tied with silk cord. Aver. size, 34x2% ins. 

No. 700. Christmas Post Cards. °5 for 25c.;'90c. per 
100, postpaid. Mistletoe and Poinsettia. Designs in colors on 
fine quality, pebble-finished stock, each with verse. 

No. 1875. Christmas Post Cards. 20 for 25c.; $1.00 
per 100, postpaid. Wonderfully attractive children’s cards. Spe- 
cially designed and unusual in color scheme. 

Paper Cutters. Celluloid. 30e.. postpaid. Three styles. 
Each wi ins. long, and made of celluloid. beautiful gift. 

No. 137. aeenents head int black celluloid with white tusks. 

No. 7253. A dog’s head forms the handle. 

Combination Pencil. 35c. postpaid. A gift most pleasing 
to any boy. Case represents a huge pencil with nickeled top. 
‘This top may be removed, and the inside contains pencil, pen 
and holder, also knife, all with nickeled hoiders. Size of case, 
4Ax% ins. 

Father Tuck’s See-Saws. 
Mechanical Models of loys of Friends and Favorites cut out in 
stiff card and excellently colored and embossed. 

Nodding Animals. 50c. per box, postpaid. Domestic and 
Wild Animals with nodding heads, Made remarkably lifelike. 
They stand firmly. Description of the animal on the back of 
each. Aver. size, 5x3% ins. 

Stampkraft. 12c. per copyspostpaid. Ten titles sent for 

1.00, postpaid, ‘lhe nursery stories are illustrated with col- 
ored poster stamps. ‘The picture stamps are held in a little en- 
velope in the first inside cover of the book. You illustrate the 
story by pasting in aang we ad places the picture stamps. 

Christnras Scenes Candy Box. $1.00 per 100; delivery 
35c. per 100 extra. Attractive designs of Christmas fireside 
soqnes on both sides, Printed in five colors. Halt-pound size 
only. 

Writing Desk Set. $5,00. charges prepaid. . Packed in 
leatherette box with nickeled clasp and velvet and satin inside. 
Size of box closed, 94@x64x2% ins. Contains four useful pieces 
for dst. Made of Austrian ware, resembling brass, yet lighter 
in weight. 


25c. per box, postpaid. Five 





No. 1,323. 6)4x7% ins. 
Age of Innocence Calendar. 


No. 1,323. 45c. each, in a card- 
board box, with label for address- 
ing. A strikingly accurate copy of 
Sir Joshua Reynolds’ famous paint- 
ing, *‘Age of Innocence.”’ Has 
frame from which calendar pad is 
suspended. 


HELPS FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Class Charts. Size, 16x24 ins. Old Testa- 
ment, New Testament, HolyLand, St. Paul's postpaid. 
Travels, All Bible Lands, and Jerusalem. ‘ 
Including case and 6 charts, prepaid, $2.65. Per 
single map, tinned top and bottom, postpaid, 50c. 

Books of the Bible (Chart). Size, 40x60 ins. 
In colors, $2.00, prepaid. In black and white, REY 
$1.50, prepaid. 


Peloubet’s Select Notes for 1916. $1.10 


A commentary on the International 


unday School Lessons 
Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, 1916. Cloth, 
$1.00; postage, 15c. : 
The Gist of the Lesson. 
. A vestpecnet edition of an exposition of 
the Sunday Sc 


By Rev. R. A. Tor- 
ool Lessons for 1916. Leather, 25c. 




















MacCALLA & CO. INC., 249 Dock Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Illuminating Books on the 


1916 


UNIFORM. 


INTERNATIONAL 


LESSONS 


The Acts, seven Epistles and Revelation will be studied in the Uniform 


Lessons during 1916. 
gaining a mastery of the Gospel message. 


The following books will be most suggestive in 


The Apostles as Everyday Men 


By PRESIDENT ROBERT ELLIS THOMPSON, S.T.D. Do you know how 


each of the Twelve Apostles lived—and died ? 


President Thompson 


pictures them as real men, with their weaknesses and their noble 


characteristics sympathetically set forth. 
each of the six pairs of Apostles, and a 


outside the New Testament about their life and death. 


He devotes a chapter to 
chapter to what is known 
This little 


book is a graphic, vivid character study, and an invaluable reference 


manual in Bible study. 


50 cents, postpaid. 


Pictures of the Apostolic Church 


By SiR WILLIAM M. Ramsay. 


The greatest living master of the his- 


tory of Asia Minor and of the life of Pau! has poured the wealth of 


his lifetime studies into this work. The 


book is a simple, popular 


but richly revealing series of word-pictures which set forth the life, 
conditions, events and character of the early Christian Church as 


given in the Acts and certain of the Epistles, 


$7.50, postpaid, 


A Chart of Paui’s Journeyings 


By C. E. ARNOLD, A.M. This popular 


little chart is printed cn 


map paper, folding within stiff cloth covers, size 6%x3% inches, 


suitable for carrying in the pocket. 


It contains five simple outline 


maps, showing the period of preparation. the first, second and third 
journey, and the voyage to Rome, with Scripture references and dates 


in parallel columns. 20 cents, postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home Department Committee 
of the Illinois Sunday School Association 


In a Home Department conference two 
poems were aptly quoted. One was ‘‘ Others,"’ 
one ‘‘What Is Home Without a Bible ?"’ 
Where can I get a copy of each? 

HE poems mentioned are admirably 
adapted for use in Home Department 
addresses. They are printed in post- 

card form, and can be secured from the 
Meigs Publishing Co., Indianapolis, Indiana, 
for five cents each, 





Kindly give a brief historical sketch of the 
Home Department, —its origin, deve 
and the present number of departments and 
mem! ip. 

N 1881, Dr. W. A. Duncan of Syracuse, 
New York, learned that some boys and 
girls, so situated that they could not 

attend Sunday-school, were being taught the 
current lessons by a teacher in her home. 
He immediately saw great possibilities in 
what he called the ‘* Home Class.’’ His 
original idea involved a class and a teacher, 
At the New York State Sunday School Con- 
vention that year he spoke of the new idea, 
and it was received with favor. 

In 1885, the Rev. S. W. Dike, a Vermont 
pastor, outlimed a plan of a ‘‘ A Home De- 
partment of the Sunday-school,’’ which pro- 
vided for the study of the lesson by any indi- 
vidual who did not attend the school. Ile 
submitted the plan to Dr, A. E. Dunning, 
secretary of the Congregational Sunday- 
school and Publishing Society. Dr. Dun- 
ning put the plan into workable shape, and 
the Society gave it such publicity that it was 
soon taken up by other denominations. 

In 1889-90, Dr. M. C. Hazard, in consul- 
tation with Dr. Duncan, improved the plan 
of the Home Department. It was detided 
that in order to get best results, a depart- 
ment should have a superintendent and visit- 
ors. The International Sunday School Con- 
vention of 1893 adopted a resolution ‘‘ recog- 
nizing and commending the Home Depart- 
ment to the Sunday-school workers through- 
out the world.” 

In 1894, at a meeting of the International 





Wise Words 
A Physician on Food 


A physician out in Oregon has views 
about food. He says: 

‘tI have always believed that the 
duty of the physician does not cease 
with treating the sick, but that we owe 
it to humanity to teach them how to 
protect their health especially by hy- 
gienic and dietic laws. 

‘* With such a feeling as to my duty 
I take great pleasure in saying, that, 
in my own experience and also from 
personal observation, I have found no 
food to equal Grape-Nuts, and that I 
find there is almost no limit to the great 
benefit this food will bring when used 
in all cases of sickness and convales- 
cence. 

‘*It is my experience that no physical 

condition forbids the use of Grape-Nuts. 
To persons in health there is nothing so 
nourishing and acceptable to the stomach 
especially at breakfast to start the 
machinery of the human system on the 
day’s work. 
_ **In cases of indigestion I know that 
a complete breakfast can be made of 
Grape-Nuts and cream ; and I think it 
is necessary not to overload the stomach 
at the morning meal. I also know the 
great value of Grape-Nuts when the 
stomach is too weak to digest other 
food. 

‘* This is written after an experience 
of more than 20 years treating all manner 
of chronic and acute diseases, and the 
letter is voluntary on my part without 
any request for it.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 


| interest. 





Executive Committee, Mr. B. F. Jacobs, 
chairman, said: ‘*I believe this to be one 
of the most important new movements in the 
Sunday-school work, and that it should be 
pushed in all parts of our land and introduced 
into all Sunday-schools.’’ 

Dr. Duncan has promoted the Home De- 
partmert with deep devotion and great 
earnestness from the beginning. 

At New Orleans, February, 1912, the 
International Executive Committee adopted 
recommendations enlarging the scope of the 
Home Department to include two classes 
of membership. Grade ‘*A’’ embraces 
those who study the Sunday-school lesson at 
least half an hour each week, and, so far 
as practicable, have daily worship with 
the members of their families; and those 
who, not being heads of families, have simi- 
lar exercises privately. Grade ‘*B’’ em- 
braces those who study the Sunday-school 
lesson at least half an hour each week. 

At the last International Convention, Chi- 
cago, 1914, the Home Department Exten- 
sion Plan for Organized Adult Classes was 
brought to the attention of Sunday-school 
workers, ‘The idea is that adult classes may 
have not only active members but Home 
Department members,—the latter section 
including those who cannot attend the regu- 
lar sessions. As far a8 possible visitors 
should be chosen from adult classes, 

The Home Department has grown until, 
according to the latest available statistics 
(June, 1914), there are 26,598 departments, 
with a membership of 788,057. 


4 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


NEBRASKA.—Are there any teacher-training 
class helps that follow the regular Interna- 
tional Lessons? If so, where can sample 


~ 


copies be had, and at what prices ?—A, G. C 


ONE of the Standard teacher-training 
courses follow the regular Interna- 
tional Sunday School’ Lessons, nor 

could they do this and provide an adequate 
training for the teacher. 

The purpose of the Bible section of a 
teacher-training course is not to provide ma- 
terial for the teaching of any particular Sun- 
day-school lesson, but to give the teacher a 
comprehensive view of the entire Bible that 
will enable him to relate the various parts of 
the Book, and a framework in which he can 
place his growing knowledge of God’s Word. 
In addition to this larger knowledge of the 
Bible, the course provides lessons on the 
pupil and his needs at various stages of de- 
velopment, the personality and work of the 
teacher, and the principles of successful 
teaching. Such a course of study is of much 
greater value to the student in a teacher- 
training course than any helps that could be 
provided for the current lessons, 





CALIFORNIA.—In reply to a question on 
teacher-training lessons at home, you advised 
as supplementary reading to Herbert Monin- 
ger’s ‘Training for Service’’ the following 
books: Dr. Blaikie’s ‘‘ Manual of Bible His- 
tory,”"’ Dr. Weigle’s ‘‘The Pupil and the 
‘Teacher,"’ and Dr. Faris,‘ The Sunday School 
at Work."’ 

Do you consider these publications the best 
in their line for the money? I am studying 
Moninger's ‘' Training for Service,’’ and be- 
lieve I shall be able to finish it in two or three 
weeks. I am anxious to complete the first 
course of reading with examinations with as 
little expense as is prudent, because I want to 
go on with the advanced work as soon as I 
have finished the first course. I believe my 
weaknesses lie in Bible geography, Old ‘Testa- 
ment history, and the knowledge of the practi- 
cal work.—J. B. M. 

T would be difficult to say what books are 

best on the subjects you have named. 

Dr. Blaikie’s book (New York : Metho- 
dist Book Concern, $1.50) is clear, conserva- 
tive, and informing, and has long been popu- 
lar with Bible students. Dr. Weigle’s ‘* The 
Pupil and the Teacher’’ (Philadelphia : 
Lutheran Publication Society, 50 and 35 
cents net), and **The Sunday School at 
Work,’ edited by Dr. John T. Faris (Phila- 
delphia : Westminster Press, $1.25 net), give 
a thorough and up-to-date treatment of these 
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subjects. As you feel that you are weak in + 
knowledge of Bible geography | suggest that 

ou add to your library either ‘* Historical 
Gonsbaphe of Bible Lands,’’ by Calkin 
(Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board, $1 net), 
or ‘* The Holy Land in Geography,’ by Mac- 
Coun (New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 
50 cents net). * 


Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


PENNSYLVANIA.—Will you kindly advise 

me when, where, and by whom the first ore 

Adult Bible was organized, or 

unded, also any other information which you 
may have concerning same? 

AM unable to give the date and place 
where the first Adult Bible Class was 
organized. The Ilubbard Class of the 

Central Presbyterian Church of Rochester, 
New York, has been organized since 1859. 
So far as I know, that antedates the organi- 
zation of any other class in the field. 


MASSACHUSETTS —Has your Adult Depart- 
ment any tract or other printed matter setting 
forth the best methods of iz at- 

of the Adult Men's Bible Classes? 
lf so, | should be pleased to receive a copy of 
such tract.—O. W. H. 

HE International Adult Division Leaflet 
No, 3 outlines in a general way all of 
the activities of an Adult Bible Class, 

One of the sections of the leaflet treats of 
membership activities. By addressing your 
State Sunday School Association Secretary, 
Mr. Hamilton H. Conant, 602 Ford Build- 
ing, Boston, you can secure quantities of 
this leaflet, if you wish to use them for your 
membership committee. 





PENNSYLVANIA.—Do you have any pame- 

leaflets, or books on the organized 

Adult Bible Class, its organization, purpose, 

work, etc.? If so, will you kindly send me 
samples of them ?—Q. S. 

UR International Sunday School As- 
sociation publishes four leaflets, as 
follows : 

1. ‘* Adult Bible Class Federations.” 

2. ** Adult Bible Class Organization.’’ 

2, ** The Organized Adult Bible Class at 
Work.”’ 

4. ‘*One Hundred Things One Hundred 
Organized Bible Classes are Doing.’’ 

These leaflets may be secured by address- 
ing the secretary of your State Sunday School 
Association, W. G. Landes, 1511 Arch St., 
Philadelphia. 

There are now twelve adult class maga- 
zines published wholly or partly in the in- 
terests of adult Bible class work. ‘The fol- 
lowing is a list of such publications, with the 
names of their editors. If you will write to 
any one of these publishers, they would be 
pleased to send you samples : 


The Adult Bible Class Monthly, Methodist 
Episcopal Church; Dr. II. H. Meyer, 
220 West Fourth St., Cincinnati, Olno. 

The Adult Bible Class Monthly, Methodist 
in Canada; A. C. Crews, Wesley Build- 
ing, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

The Adult Class, American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society; George ‘T. Webb, D.D., 
1701 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 

The Adult Bible Class Magazine, Pilgrim 
Press; Sidney A. Weston, 14 Beacon 
St., Boston, Mass, 

The Westminster Adult Bible Class, The 
Westminster Press; John ‘I. Faris, 
D.D.; Witherspoon Building, Philadel- 
phia. 

The New Movement Magazine, D. C. Cook 
Publishing Co.; David C, Cook, Elgin, 
Illinois. 

The Adult Student, Methodist Episcopal 
Church (South); E, B. Chappell, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 

The Lookout, Standard Publishing Co.; E. 
J. Meacham, Ninth and Cutter Sts., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The Adult Bible Class, Christian Publishing 
Co.; Marion Stevenson, 2712 Pine St., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The Adult Bible Class Quarterly, Evangel- 
ical Association ; the Rev. F. C. Berger, 
1903 Woodland Ave. Cleveland, Ohio. 

The Bible Class Magazine, Presbyterian in 
Canada; R. Douglas Fraser, Church 
and Gerrard Sts., ‘Toronto, Canada. 

The Adult Bible Class Quarterly, United 
Presbyterian Board of Publication ; R. J. 
Miller, D.D., 209 Anderson St., Pitts 
burgh, Pa. 
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Business Man’s Fight 
f Years 
0 Break Into The Church 


He wanted to give his ability, money and 
life to church work. Mi£nisters preached, 
““God wants men’s lives.’’ This man said, 
“‘Here I am.” ‘Then the ministers said, 
“Don’t take us literally.’ They didn’t 
know what to do with him. The churches 
told him there was nothing for him to do— 
actually closed their doors to him. And 
clergymen and church workers back up this 
man and say the church is doing this all the 
time: they don’t want men: they wouldn’t 
know what to do with them if they came. 


The ‘most ‘serious indictment 
of the churches ever printed. 
It is in the. December 


ADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 


15 Cents— Everywhere 








ALSO IN DECEMBER 


THE WISE MEN 


W. L. Taylor’s wonderful painting 
reproduced in full color 
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Your 


Friends Everywhere 
Are Included in This 


Christmas Club Offer 


i? DOESN'T MATTER whether you live in Petersburg, Alaska ; Key 
West, Florida; Boston, San Francisco, or Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
West Africa, —this offer is for you. 


Ordinarily the ‘‘club plan’’ of subscriptions to The Sunday School 
Times has been confined chiefly to workers in the individual school,—a 
club to a school, But under this Christmas club offer you can send the 
paper to five or more friends as a Christmas gift, and it'‘need not cost you 
$1.50 each, for you can subscribe for five or more ir a Christmas club at 
$1.00 each, acting as your own club organizer, and have the papers mailed 

each week to the Christmas club members anywhere. If you order the 
paper sent to foreign addresses, 52 cents must be added for postage to the 
price of each subscription. 


Here is your opportunity to remember your pastor, superintendent, 
teacher or any other friends who may be in Christian work, and mission- 
aries in the home or foreign field. 


A Christmas Order Blank is wrapped with every copy of this issue 
which goes to our individual subscribers, and also to persons who receive 
specimen copies, 


We will mail, a few days before Christmas, to any friends whose sub- 
scriptions you may forward, a tasteful Christmas card stating that the 
paper is sent as a Christmas gift from you. The order blanks are for your 
convenience, and we hope will be generally used for this Christmas 
Club Offer, 


Don't forget that we give one additional subscription /ree with every 
ten subscriptions paid for in a club. 


To Present Club Formers 
and Club Members 


Mas club members will be glad to subscribe for The Sunday School 

Times as a Christmas gift for a friend. Such additional names 
may be added to your club at $1.00 a year, if the club is renewable this 
month ; otherwise the names may be added at the rate of two cents per 
week until the renewal date of the present club, and then continued with 
the club at $1.00 a year. We have not included an order blank with the 
papers going to club members, because additions to existing clubs should 
be handed directly to the club former. 


To Our Single Subscribers 


O YOU know of a more welcome Christmas gift that you could make 

to your friends than a year’s subscription to The Sunday School 

Times? You know from your own experience what the paper has meant 

in your life and teaching. This is a good time to p27s on some of these 

benefits to others. If your subscription is renewable this month, you may 

include your name with four or more others in a Christmas club of five 
or more, at $1.00 instead of $1.50 for each subscription. 


To Those Friends 
Who Receive Specimen Copies 


HE. Editors of The Sunday School Times. are planning a great year for 
1916, striving the better to meet the needs ef Sunday. -school workers. 
Copies of our 1916 prospectus for distribution will be sent on receipt of a 
post-card request. Why not send in your order and include a Chrtstmas 
gift for a few friends, at the Christmas Club rate described above ? 


Please order car/y, to avoid the usual holiday congestion of mails. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Wainut St.. Philadelphia 
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| Hal, a trooper in a newly-organized cavalry 





Books Worth Noting 











Neighbors (By Jacob A. Riis).—Some of 
the tales in this group of stories of real life 
are already familiar to Mr. Riis’ wide audi- 
ence. ‘lhe immediate bodily needs of the 
poverty stricken met with such sympathy in 
his kind heart that it—together with the 
idgalism he always read into humanity— 
blinded his vision to the deepest needs of 
his ‘‘neighbors.’? In Mr. Riis’ noble work 
the sinner who frequently caused the poverty 
was an insurmountable barrier, and if a 
change of environment failed to reform him, 
help there was none, In this work for the 
relief of physical suffering the great percent- 
age of it is shown to be done by Christians. 
(New York: Macmillan, $1.25 net.) 


Masterpieces in Art (By William C. 
Casey).—The love of pictures is in eyery 
child ; and he needs only a little guidance as 
he grows older to gain an intelligent appre- 
ciation of them, In these days of the fasci- 
nating moving pictures it is doubly worth 
while to take pains that some knowledge of 
great pictures shall be for every young per- 
son part of the joy of life. Here are seventy- 
four pictures, admirably chosen and pre- 
sented. The description is attractive, the 





study which follows is not too technical, the 
questions are varied, the bits of comment | 
and poetry are striking. Not only in art 
classes and in schools, but in the home this 
book will give pleasure and profit. (Chi- 
cago: A, Flanagan Co., $1.) 


Tahan (By Joseph K. Griffis).—Truth is | 
certainly stranger than fiction in this life- | 
story of a half-breed Indian, who in turn | 
was a war-chief, medicine-man, outlaw, Sal- 
vation Army officer, and Presbyterian min- 
ister, There is enough adventure packed 
into this book to satisfy a Kipling reader, 
and every bit is vouched for by witnesses as | 
fact. He overestimates both the religion 
and natural qualities of the red man ; indeed 
his own depicting of Indian life is a speak- | 
ing witness for their deep need of Christian- 
ity. In his last chapters he permits a nat- 
ural prejudice against the white man to over- 
come his good judgment, and identifies the 
whole race with the men who have exploited 
the Indian for their own profit. (New York; 
Doran, $1.25 net.) 


Hal o’ the Ironsides (By S. R. Crock- 
ett),—The author’s last book, published a 
year after his death, is a stirring tale of the 
days of Cromwell and the struggle between 
Ironsides and Royalists. The delinquent 


regiment, through idling away a pleasant 
summer afternoon with the Colonel’s own 





daughters, is severely disciplined by the stern 
Commander. The story of how he regained 
the Protector’s approval and his position 
anong the Ironsides, by brave deeds and | 
daring conduct in the service of another | 
troop, is written in Crockett’s vivid and in- 
imitable style, carrying the reader into the 
atmosphere and spirit of the period ; and this 
last book is as good as his best. (New 
York: Revell, $1.25 net.) 


Home Missions in Action (By Edith 
H. Allen).—The problems of home missions 
in the United States are many and varied. 
No other Christian land, with the possible 
exception of Canada, has a larger cr more 
important missionary work to be done within 
its own borders. ‘* Home Missions in Ac- 
tion,’’ the latest study book put out by the 
Council of Women for Home Missions, deals 
with this work in all its many phases, It 
shows what home missions have already ac- 
complished, sums up the sources of power 
for future work, and treats in detail of the 
reclaiming, educative, healing, and integra- 
ting work of the various agencies engaged in 
the task, ‘The many stories and anecdotes 
it gives will furnish fine material for mission- 
ary programs. (New York: Revell, 50 
cents net.) 


Trail-Tales of Western Canada (By 
F. A. Robinson, B.A.)—This group of vivid 
Western stories has all the wit and pathos 
with which the typical frontier novel has 
touched our hearts. These tales, however, 
are really true. No pen of idealized adven- 
ture glosses over conditions in which men 
and women are going to their ruin. Yet a 
beautiful golden thread runs through them 

( Continued on next page) 
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= Myry out of her head, or was it 

a vision? Annie Trumbull 
Sens the famous author of “ Fishin’ 
Jimmy,” will give you a chance to 
make up your mind as she tells the tale 
in the Christmas Number of The 
Sunday School Times. 


Did you know that the Book of 
Mormon is founded on the idea that 
the “Lost Ten Tribes” of Israel are 
the Indian Aborigines ? Did you know 
that others believe they are among 
Mexico's Aztecs? Others, that they are 
the Anglo-Saxons ? Does the Bible say 
the Ten Tribes of Israel ever were 
lost? A noted student of history will 
discuss this puzzling question in the 
Christmas Number of The Sunday 
School Times. 


Do you know why Jesus asks us 
simply to look at him if we want to 
have complete and continual victory 
over the power of sin in our lives? 
The leading editorial in the Christmas 
Number of The Sunday School Times 
will tell what happens to a man when 
he looks at Jesus. 


Do you know why ‘this present 
world can never become what God 
intends until the Jews have been given 
back their own land, Palestine? Did 
you know that the land that is going to 
be given to them is not only Palestine, 
but forty or fifty times as large? Will 
the present World War give that great 
land to the Jews ? A Jew who knows 
the facts as perhaps no other living 
man will discuss these questions in the 
Christmas Number of The Sunday 
School Times. 


Would you like a large, handsome 
etching of Ralph C. Norton and his 
wife, the young American couple who 
are winning soldiers to Christ in the 
midst of the European War? You 
can have such a picture, printed on 
coated paper, showing Mr. and Mrs. 
Norton and a seventeen-year-old Cor- 
poral who is called an “ apostle of the 
trenches,” all of them standing in front 
of the Robert Raikes monument in 
London. It will be the full-page cover 
illustration of the Christmas Number of 
The Sunday School Times. 


If your subscription renewal is now 
due, do not let any delay in renewal 
cause you to miss this remarkable 
Christmas Number of The Sunday 
School Times (it is next week’s issue). 
You will want your friends to receive 
it also, by adding their names to your 
club, or, if you are an individual sub. 
scriber not in a club, by sending their 
names with yours in an immediate 
Christmas Club subscription according 
to the new special offer made on this 
page. The Christmas Number will be 
included in such subscriptions, if it is 
mney as long as the limited supply 
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«The Standard Bible for the English Speaking World ”’ 


THE AMERICAN 
STANDARD BIBLE 


is the same old = but own A er the words that 
changed r meaning 
hundred years, and corrects the 
lating from the ancient manuscripts. 
““The best transtation of the Scriptures in Christendom” — 
'wWeivutt@uusuriahe ww 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 381 A. Fourth Ave. (Cor. 27th St.) Mew York 
Bible Publishers for Over 60 Years 


Benes by Oe 
Committee 


last three 
in trans- 














| UNION LESSON GUIDE 


Contains a List of the 
INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS for 1916 


New Testament: Acts, Epistles and } te gee 
givin dates of lessons, titles, where found 
Golden ‘Texts printed in full for memorizing. 
SPECIAL FEATURES: 
Graded Topics 
ef tea lonnen.to eens tee oobi arenas’ 
lesson to the age upils—three 3 
@ Senior and ‘Adult Giseaka, over 16. 
2) Integmediate Classes, from 12 to 16. 
(3) Primary and Junior Classes, under 12. 
Record of Sermon Texts 
To encourage regular church attendance. 
The Union Daily Home 's 
Arranged for consecutive reading of the entire 
books from which the lessons are chosen. 


Valuable Facts for Sunday-School Workers 
3 cents each, or $2.00 for 100, postpaid 
American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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engraved with Old English “letter, 
sent with illustrated catalogue con- 





taining many suggestions for use- 
ful Xmas gifts in French ivory. 
25 cents. Send price to- 
, stating initia) desired, to 
.McTighe, 437-5th Ave.,New York 
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_ In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


The Sanday Sihool Ges 


Philadelphia, November 27, 1915 








Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen Jines to the inch), For 
detailed information address ‘The Religious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada. These 
sates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 separate addresees or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$1 50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00. 
Free Copies 


One free copy addi- 

tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for jp a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to ony of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 
copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, .21 

arwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subs criptions at the above rate, the paper 





to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications 
ot The Sunday School Times Company. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
exable all the teachers of a school to examine it 
will be sent free upon application. 


THE SunDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| the passing of Woden. 


(Continued from preceding page) 


all. The husband who drove the sick mother 
of a four-day-old baby out to hard work is 
to-day a tender Christian father; the wretch 
who lay in the ‘‘snake-room”? of a frontier 
saloon is to-day a Christian business man ; 
the weak and ignorant and debased are 
saved because consecrated men and women 
have given their lives to carry to them the 
good news of the power and the pity of the 
living Saviour. (London: Marshall Brothers, 
35. 6d. net.) 


In Camp and Tepee (By Elizabeth M. 
Page).—The faithful work of the Reformed 
Church for the American Indian is here told 
with unusual sympathy and charm, Although 
the author makes little of the hardships, the 
reader is amazed at the fortitude, patience, 
endurance of revolting conditions, and lov- 
ing friendship with which the missionaries 
battle against the superstition, ignorance, 
and suspicion of the Indian. But the tide 
always turns, the day dawns when the wan- 
derers begin to come in, the wonderful 
changed life of the new converts walking the 
‘* Jesus road ’’ witnesses for the Saviour, and 
slowly, surely, the uplift begins. The cry 
of an old chief who, wanted to know why 
they have had to wait so long to hear of 
God’s Son, and why so few hear now, is the 
haunting appeal of the book. The immen- 
sity of the work, the handful of workers, the 
beauty of the Christian Indian character— 
does not our Lord himself plead for them ? 
(New York: Revell, $1 net.) 


Kisington Town (By Abbie Farwell 
Brown).—If it takes art to make an old- 
fashioned fairy tale, perhaps it takes more to 
make a modern one. But here is an author 
unafraid, because she can see through the 
eyes of a child. Accordingly we have 
dragons, mermaids, magic glasses, and the 
elixir of life harmoniously combined with 
public libraries, apple-pies, and village im- 
provement! ‘Taking a cue from Schehera- 
zade, the young hero staves off ftom day to 
day an’attack upon his city, so charmingly 
does he read hero stories to the barbarous 
Red Rex. One of the best stories is ‘* The 
Toothsome Tale of the King’s Pie.’? The 
book is beautifully printed and bound, A 
child, laying it down, will have two pleasant 
thoughts, one from the last line, ‘* They 
lived happy ever after,’? and one from the 
motto on the title-page, ‘* Blessed are the 
peacemakers.”” A grown person will sigh 
for the days when children were taught to 
read aloud, and for the days to be when 
‘¢neither shall they learn war any more.” 
(Boston : Houghton Mifflin Co., $1.25 net.) 


The Birth of England (By Estelle Ross). 
—A generation ago ‘* Stories from English 
History ’’ was a book mach loved by young 
people. It is now out of print, and Dickens’ 
‘© Child’s History ’’ is out of favor, but many 
books have come to take their place. Here 
is one full of charm and spirit, and abund- 
antly illustrated. The author of ‘‘ From 
Conquest to Charter’? has now taken up the 
preceding period, from “ Before the Begin- 
ning’? to the death of Harold. Not only 
**Saxen and Norman and Dane are we,”’ ‘leu- 
ton and Celt, but Aeathen were we; and 
some interesting chapters tell of the myths 
of the Norsemen, the coming of Augustine, 
Thus the book has 
a value not only in a general way for young 
people interested in Alfred and Dunstan, 
Godwin and Godiva, but carries a strong 
missionary lesson. For, as an eminent 
preacher once said, “‘Not worth while to 
carry the gospel to the heathen? I’m glad 
somebody thought it was wot'h while to take 





it to your heathen ancestors and mine!” 


-(Milwaukee: ‘he Young Churchman Co., 


I net.) 


Women Who Have Ennobled Life (By 
Lilian Whiting).—The life-stories of nine 
rare and noble women are told from the 
standpoint not only of profound admiration 
and sympathetic understanding, but of an 
intimate personal knowledge either of the 
subject herself or through some one closely 
associated with her, ‘The marked contrasts 
between such lives as Mrs. Browning, Frances 
E. Willard, Mary A. Livermore, who is aptly 
compared to one ‘too earnest in struggling 
through the waves to ask how he looks from 
the shore,’’ Julia Ward Howe, the child of 
fortune and circumstance, and Louisa M. 
Alcott, whose frankly ardent desire for suc- 
cess was that she might provide a new coat 
for her father or pay the family bi!ls,—all 
these differences are lost sight of in the 
womanliness and beauty of each of these 
women whom the world has delighted to 
honor. The differences of religious belief 
are not discussed, One of the charming 
features of the book is the grouping of illus- 
trious men and women, so that the acquaint- 
ances made in the first chapter are met with 
frequently to the end of the book, and one 
turns to leave them, not with the feeling of 
having studied a few wonderful lives, but 
rather that of having spent days in unusual 
and ennobling association, (Philadelphia; 
American Sunday-School Union, $1.50 net.) 


Early Heroes of the Mission Field ; 
Modern Heroes of the Mission Field 
(By the Rt. Rev. W. Pakenham Walsh, 
D.D.).—No form of literature is so effective 
in building character and in influencing ac- 
tion as the life-stories of great and good men 
and women. Yet in these busy days few 
persons will take time to read extended biog- 
raphies of even the greatest men, or to 
search through the annals of history for the 
records of their doings. It was to meet a 
great need along this line that in 1878 Bishop 
Walsh was asked to prepare a series of brief 
but comprehensive sketches of the mission- 
ary heroes whose activities covered the first 
eighteen centuries of the Church’s existence. 
These met with such immediate acceptance 
that he was asked to prepare a second series, 
with sketches of twelve of the greatest mis- 
sionaries of the nineteenth century. Nearly 
forty years have passed, and many similar 
volumes have been issued, yet these two by 
Bishop Walsh are unequaled, They are still 
in such demand that a new and popular edi- 
tion has been issued by Revell at less than 
half the original price. Their historical ac- 
curacy, charming literary style and wealth 
of anecdote make them invaluable alike to 
the student of missions and the worker with 
young people, They should be given a place 
in all libraries, (New York: Revell, each 50 
cents net.) 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


366. What traitor raised a great pillar in his 
lifetime for a remembrance, but whose 
grave was marked only by a heap of 
stones? 

367. Whio took » census which cost the lives 
of sevemy thousand people? 

368. What argument: was settled by the 
strange and terrible death of one of the 
parties? 


369. When did an unnamed woman teach a 
kihg to be merciful? 


370. When did the rejection of good advice 
cause the death both of him who gave 
it and of him who rejected it? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


| 361. Absalom (2 Sam. 15 : 1) and Adonijah 


(1 Kings 1 : 5). 

362. The descendants of Jonadab, known as 
the Rechabites ; to them it was prom- 
ised that they should never want a man 
to stand before the Lord (Jer. 35). 


363. When Joshua, Caleb, and ten others 
were sent to spy out the promised land 
(Num, 13). 


364. Ahithophel (2 Sam. 17 : 23). 
365. The temple of Jerusalem (1 Kings 6: 9). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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A PERFECTED 
PICTURE MACHINE 
—tor the i 
ead for 
activities. 


illustration of Bible lessons, 
Church and Sunday School 


New Combined 


BALOPTICON 


With 1,000-Watt Mazda Lamp 


Price, $120.00 
Other models, $20.00 up 
Write for interesting descriptive 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. 
527 St.Paul St., Rochester, N.Y. 

American 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 
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SENT FREE (ne 


All charges prepaid ‘ 
subject to examination. Gio 


HURLBUT’S 


Story of Jesus 


FOR YOUNG AND OLD 





ae 4 
Published Just In Time 
For Christmas Giving 
The NEWEST and MOST COM- 
PLETE narrative of Our Saviour’s 
life. A truly inspired book, writ- 
ten with all the lucid description, 
all the beautiful simplicity which 
Dr. Hurlbut's long life of reverent 
study and religious authorship make 
possible. Every page is an inspira- 
tion. — chapter can bé perfectl 
understood, even by children. 
valuable aid to parents, teachers and 
ministers. It is difficult to conceive 


of a more appropriate giftfor young { 


people. 
Illustrated by Wm. Hole, R. S, A., R. E. 


Besides the glowing story in written word, this 
gteat book contains 200 vivid illustrations. 
Many are actual photographs. Eighty are full- 
page drawings by William Hole, R. $. A., R. B., 
sixteen of which are in colors. All have been 
carefully selected for uniformity and in them- 
selves graphically tell the Gospel Story. 

This wonderful book, with its 500 pages of 
large, clear type, 200 pictures, handsome cloth 
binding, embellished cover and chronological 
and topical index, 


Sent Free for Examination 
We Pay Postage 
Just fill in the coupon, mail to us, and we will 
AT ONCE send the book, ali charges prepaid. 
If it pleases you, send us en/y $7.50. (The best 
written, best illustrated book ever published at 
the price.) If it does not please you, return it, 
at our expense,in 5 days. Fill in and mai) “ 


cd 
coupon at once. pr a THE 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO. __-gry JOHN C 
of '° 
Philadelphia 7” —s-—« 1006 Arch Street 
Publishers ef 600 Styles --~ 6 Philadelphia 


of Bibles and 3,000_,-” Please send me, all charges 
” . Haurlbat’s “* Story of 
Beoks A” Jems.” I will remit $1.50, of returm 
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ve the book in 5 days at your expense. 
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Annual and Final Offer 


E GREATEST BARGAIN 


Ever Offered in a Bible 


Made by the Oldest American Bible Publishers 
A Genuine Holman Bible for a Christmas Gift 
Positively Everything That Can ke Required in a Bible 


Tke announcement in The Sunday School Times, November 28th, 1914, met with prompt and hearty 
response, and the Bibles gave such good satisfaction that many additional copies were ordered—a 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, December 12, 1915 


The Reasonableness and Value of the 
Christian Endeavor Pledge. (Psa. 
6x : 1-8). 









Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
” MON.—Promises reasonable (Heb. 6 : 13- 


20). 
‘lL UES,—Jacob's pledge (Gen. 28 : 16-22). 
Werb.—A pledged people (Exod. 24 : 1-7). 


‘TwuRs.— of es i eae is Coe, WF great many single onés, many twos, some fours and sevens, and one of twelve copies. 
Fi. —The pledge-keeper (Psa. 103 : 17-22). The supply of India paper and fine leather has been seriously interfered with by the war in Europe, 
SaT.—Put on our honor (Matt. § : 33-37). as erders have been declined by paper mills and tanneries until the war is settled, and later supplies 








will be at much higher prices, 


Why do people make promises or pledges ? There will be no more copies of this Bible at the present price, which is the lowest at which it has ever been sold. 
What points does the pledge emphasize ? : 


What has the pledge meant to you? Thi a i H India gf Self- 
H1AT is a pledge but an earnest and | ' s enu ne olman Paper ible Pronouncing 
deliberate promise? And why is| 
such a promise any more unreason- | 
able in moral and religious things than it is | 
in social life or in business, Every business 
contract, every partnership agreement, every 
«elation of employment or service is a pledge. 
The marriage vow, the promise given by 
parents at the baptism of their children, the 
confession of faith and discipleship when we 
openly acknowledge Christ before men, are 
all pledges. When a mother asks her son 
going away from home to promise her so 
and so and the boy in his manliness of his 
love says, ‘‘ Indeed, mother, I will,’’ that is 

his pledge. 

















Authorized Version, printed from the clear- 
est type ever used in a Bible, large bold 


f int with liberal ng Ue. = 
tween the words and lines which make it eae rel é 00 
Easy to Read : 


The Text is Self-Pronouncing with refer- 


ences, It has anew Concordance, alpha- 

betically arranged and with analytical and Our 

comparative features and 50,000 refer- 

ences. ' Also, New Biblical Atlas, and 
 Sntarermerents men cus 
 oceehtnendininiammal 





Index prepared’ in 1914 by Rev. F. N. Price 
Peloubet, D.D.;. author of Notes on the 
International ‘Sunday School Lessons, delivered 
The Bible contains nearly 1400 payes ; postpaid 
‘size; 5% x8 -inclvessclosed ; one inch thick 
: including covers; weighs only 21 ounces, 


Absolutely Durable Binding 
Bound in Genuine Persian Morocco, divinity circuit, full leather linings, silk 
sewed, ilk: hegdbendé,-anc.marker, appeial seintetted, teinding shaterlli-not. 
‘in the back. Very flexible. 


Printed on the Finest India Paper Made 


The color tone is a beautiful pearl white with a firm soft finish; the leaves 
separate easily and do not cling together in the manner peculiar to other 
India Papers. . While it is doubly strong and firm in texture, it is so thin that 
it bulks only % of an inch to a thousand pages, and so opaque that the heavy 
black print does not show through. 

Never before in the history of Bible making has such value been given at 
the price, in any edition of the Bible. Write to-day and take advantage of this 
extraordinaryintroductory Sidieenten tense tins 

ie ie chapter ng on outside corner 
— % uaa bbe pared with of each page makes this Bible Self-indexed 
any other offer of other 
w= he as it excels other | Part-page Specimen of Type. Easy to Read. 
Bibles in every particular tertat 
of Bible making. Take our imeth Jethro, EXODUS, 18, 
word and order to-day. B. 0. 1491. | Jdsh*u-&: for 7I will utterly put out 
You run no risk. Money -—-_— | the remembrance of Am’g-lék from 
cheerfully refunded if this patra | ‘lunder heaven. 
Bible does not come up to J} Bam. 30, 6. 15- And Md’geg built an altar, and 


our expectations. ® , 
y | Pp ¢iisrk 2.6 called -the- name of it *Jé-hd’vah- 


ch. 7. 20, | nis*si: 
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And for the most part pledges are just 
open acknowledgments of duty, The duty 
is there and pledges simply avow and ac- 
cept it. But what is right is right and-to 
choose it and assume it is right Aad 

pp for | 














the recognition and acceptande are good 
us end others. 


“~ 
Giving and keeping pledges is a good and | 
strong thing and a source of goodness and 
strength in life. The weak thing is the 
looseness and indefiniteness of life that does | 
not see in clear outlines what ought to be 
done and undertake boldly and definitely to 
do it. Progress and achievement are made 
when men look together at a task and one | 
says **T will do that,”’ anu asc.cer, ** Lf will 
look after this,’? and another, ‘‘I will make 
myself responsible for that,’’ and then each 
does what he had promised. 
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Is the past full of our fulfilled undertakings? 


t 
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‘Tis greatly wise to talk with our past hours ; 

And ask them what report they bore to 
heaven ; 

And how they might have borne more wel- 
come news. 

‘Their answers form what men Experience 
call. 























‘Lhe Spirit walks of every day deceased, Num. 20, 5 6 
And siailes an Angel, po’ Fury frowns."’ NOTE. Fer S80 anit. cu. a, Re ree ao ton pe 
tional, we will furnish Ps. 78, 15,20 ; r © LORD will have 
The strength of a pledge is not that we our Patent Thumb In- 105, 41; id. | War with Am’g-léE from generation 
have bound otirselves to men and must per- Size 5x8 inches dex Edition and stamp 1 Cor. 10, 4. |to generation. : 
form, but that we have seen what God’s will This india Paper Bible compared with one name in pure gold on ats ae CHAPTER 18, 
. tv ; 
sand must obey. sce patet: Sagfamns, he ame | cutee cover of hook. J LET OT} ato tnt is Mie wit ind onan 7 








** Duty is a path which all may tread. 
And if the Soul of life and thought be this, — 


Wee at ee ee En Every Bey and Girl Should Have a Bible 


Fares onward day by day—the Life of the 






































World, Special “All the truly great and good men and women were persons who studied 
Which is the sum of petty lives,—how then 1 the Bible in thetr youth,and molded their lives upon its teachings.” 
ha grea "price The Holman Scholars’ P cing Bibl 
Of that great multitude of faithful souls y 
Who walk not on the heights, fulfill himself ce eeneces, e o an cnoia ronoun e 
But by the duteous life which looks not postpaid ——oo is the Ideal Bible for the Young and the most popular edition ever published. Printed on 
forth Name 25 cents extra fine white paper from the mewest and clearest type of the size made, Contains colored 
Bevond its narrow sphere, and finds its work, } Illustrations, ps and Practical Helps, attractively written in simple language. 
And works it out?—content, this done, to ~ 
fall. Ask for No. 9215 The Colored Illustrations fecinen of Ripe oan 
And perish, if Fate will,—so that the great ‘A : . And the boys w:and F’sau 
= dehome 7 Bound in genuine leather, ovedapping consist of reproductions in natural colors of scenes, places and better — of th ity shal? 
5 : re ' ’ e city s 
Goes forward !"’ 6ien3 ptr bag ok rallye Roop 3 life in the Holv Land. Each picture is accompanied by a be full of Gos aoe girls playing in : 
' . complete description of the scene portrayed. the streots thereet. 
Ihe best word the Prodigal Son ever said 
was **I will.”” We can say no better word ft of the imagination and all descriptions in words cannot make the land of the Bible as real and vivid as 
“than ‘*‘I will’’ to the will of God a walk through it. by means of pictures. There has been sv little change in that part of the Orient that pictures of 
‘ its scenes as they now are show the very places as they actuallv existed. in the time of Jesus and the Apostles. 
“Ye have purified your souls in your 








pe - We can refer you to the publishers of this paper or to any mer tile 
ypeaience. 


«I delight to do thy will, O my God.” The BIBLE PRESS, Neissen Building, 12th and Race Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 


New Yorx City. | All answers to this advertisement should mention street address 














